
 

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| i 
 

 



 

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| ii 
 

 

 

 
Know Your Rights: 

Street Harassment and the Law 

 

 
Lead Author: Talia Hagerty 

With: Holly Kearl, Rickelle Mason, and Whitney Ripplinger 

 

December 2013 

 



 

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| iii 
 

About the Author and Collaborators 

Talia Hagerty is a peace economics consultant working on a variety of projects that ensure the equitable 
economic participation of all. She holds a B.A. in Economics from Eckerd College and an M.S. in Global 
Affairs with a concentration in Peacebuilding from New York University. Talia blogs about peacebuilding, 
human rights, economic development, and witty responses to street harassment at 
www.theoryofchange.wordpress.com. Follow her on Twitter: @taliahagerty. 
 

Holly Kearl is the founder of Stop Street Harassment. {ƘŜΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ, 
given 125 talks, 200 media interviews, and written 45 published articles. She began her work on this 
issue in 2007 when she ǿǊƻǘŜ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ She 
also is a consultant to the United Nations and works part-time with The OpEd Project.  

 
Whitney Ripplinger is a graduate of Brigham Young University and the University of Virginia School of 
Law. She works as a judicial clerk in Virginia Beach and plans to practice law in Virginia. 

 
Rickelle Mason is a senior at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte where she is majoring in 
Psychology and receiving a minor ƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŘŜǊ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  She has worked for several years in 
ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǎȅŎhology Research Lab, which was recently the recipient of the 
άhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅέ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 

 
Special thanks to Elizabeth Bolton and Alan Kearl for reviewing and editing sections of the toolkit and 
Amy Mastrine for creating the cover art and website graphics.  

 

 

 

Thank You, Donors 

This toolkit was made possible by the generous contributors to Stop Street Harassment, a 501 (c)(3) 
organization based in Reston, Virginia. 

Stop Street Harassment works to document and address gender-based street harassment through 
public education and community mobilization. We run awareness campaigns such as International Anti-
Street Harassment Week, work with entities such as the United Nations and the NYC and DC City 
Councils, and hold prevention events. Learn more at: www.StopStreetHarassment.org.  

 

 

http://www.theoryofchange.wordpress.com/
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/


 

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| iv 
 

Disclaimer: This Information Does Not Constitute Legal Advice 

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ the information presented here does not 

constitute legal advice. Stop Street Harassment is not a law firm and the information in this guide and 

on our website does not replace the advice of an attorney. We cannot provide guidance on a specific 

case, and we cannot guarantee that law enforcement or justice officials will interpret the laws included 

here as we have interpreted them.  

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƻ the best of our ability, but laws do change τ 

sometimes quickly. The outcome of a specific case will be determined by the most current state law, 

precedent in your state, and the details of the specific event. For advice on an individual case, contact a 

lawyer you trust. If you find a law in our guide that is out of date or misrepresented, please contact us. 

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/contact/
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Note from the Executive Director 

After years of dealing with leering, whistling, honking, catcalls, and sexually explicit comments at the 
hands of unknown men in public spaces, as well as being followed and even grabbed, I wrote my 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-based street harassment in 2007 at The George Washington University. Since 
then, I have devoted thousands of hours to researching, documenting, and addressing the issue.  

Why Address Street Harassment? 

For far too long, street harassment has been seen as άthe way things are,έ a compliment, or the fault of 
the harassed person. That needs to change. Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ 
about which people feel entitleŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ Street harassment has real 
consequences for harassed persons, often on a sub-conscious level.  

o CǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ōȅ 
making them feel too unsafe to go certain places or to go to various locations at certain times of 
the day or night.  

o People report changing hobbies and habits, altering routes and routines, avoiding certain bus 
stops or stores, missing out on night events, and even moving or changing jobs because of street 
harassers.  

Because of the negative and often severe impacts it has, street harassment is a human rights violation. 
That is why we released this toolkit on ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Human Rights Day, December 10, 2013.  

Ending Street Harassment  

I believe that ending street harassment requires a multi-pronged approach, including education, 
awareness campaigns, examining its intersection with other social justice issues, and engaging the legal 
system.  

While laws will never be THE answerτand in some cases they can be problematic when they are applied 
disproportionally to low-income people and persons of colorτthey are important. They can influence 
societal attitudes about what is and is not okay and create consequences to deter harassment. Also, as 
many harassers are repeat offenders, reporting incidents may prevent future crimes.   

The intent of this toolkit is to equip people with the knowledge they need to stand up for their rights to 
safe public spaces and to report harassers, if they choose to do so. Another purpose is to allow people to 
see what laws exist in their state, understand which ones address street harassment well, and learn 
what elements could strengthen the existing laws in their states.   

I hope you will find the infƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΦ !ƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ reach out if you have ideas or 
recommendations for improving the toolkit or if you find additional information we should include.  

In Solidarity,  

Holly Kearl 
Stop Street Harassment Founder and Executive Director 
December 10, 2013 

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/contact
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Introduction 

What Is Street Harassment?  

Leering, catcalls, oōǎŎŜƴŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
clearly said no, following, flashing, and groping. These are common forms of sexual harassment in public 
spaces initiated by strangers that millions of people worldwide experience, especially girls and women.  

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ 
we use in this toolkit, the term is meant to encompass all public spaces. !ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
it refers only to interactions between strangersτof the opposite or same sex. 

While it happens at a more frequent rate in cities, street harassment also is a problem in rural and 
suburban locations.  

Street Harassment and the Law  

In general, street harassment is not specifically criminalized the way sexual harassment in schools and 
the workplace is, despite its prevalence and the negative effects it has on harassed persons, especially 
women and LGBQT individuals.  

Fortunately, however, many common street harassment behaviors are already illegal. In fact, since at 
least the late 1880s, some women have used these laws to report street harassers to the police.  

If someone verbally harasses you, exposes him or herself to you, or gropes you, there is likely a law in 
your state that prohibits this inappropriate behavior. The Know Your Rights Toolkit explains what those 
laws are and how you can report street harassment using them.  

The most important thing to know is that you always have the right to be safe from sexual harassment, 
violence, and sexual assault, of any kind, in every state. If you ever feel threatened or unsafe, you can 
call 911 immediately.  

7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ the Toolkit ? 

This toolkit primarily covers verbal harassment, unlawful photographs/video recordings, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Physical assault, sexual assault, and rape are also illegal, but they are 
not covered in this document because there are many other places that collect those laws and offer help 
to survivors of those crimes.  

The toolkit introduction covers definitions of commonly used legal terms, why and when to report street 
harassment, what to do if police are the harassers, and how laws specifically apply to minors.  

The largest portion of the toolkit is the states section. Each state, and Washington, D.C., has its own 
section, organized alphabetically. In each state section, you will find the name of the different crimes, 
links to the legal codes so you can learn more, a description of the elements of each crime, examples of 
how street harassment relates to the crime, and the penalties a harasser might face.  

The toolkit closing section includes examples of success stories, a discussion of tƘŜ άōŜǎǘέ ƭŀǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
information about how to advocate for stronger laws to better address common forms of street 
harassment.  

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/2013/10/redefiningrape2/
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Why and When to Report Street Harassment 

Whether to report street harassment can be a difficult choice. You may feel that what happened to you 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ worry ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
variety of reasons, ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦŀŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ōȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

At Stop Street Harassment, we believe that however you respond to street harassment τ whether you 
report it, ignore it, or deal with the harasser directly τ is a valid choice; there is no best way to deal with 
harassers. But reporting street harassment τ especially serious violations like indecent exposure, 
following, or groping τ there can be several positive outcomes.  

Reasons to Report 

¶ It can give you a sense of justice and empowerment. 

¶ It may prevent future acts of harassment or more severe crimes. 

¶ It can help raise awareness about how upsetting and inappropriate street harassment really is. 

When to Report  

You can report an act of street harassment as it happens, by calling 911 on the scene, or after the 
incident.  

¶ The chances that a street harasser will be apprehended are greatest during and immediately 
after the incident. 

¶  But if you decide later that something should be reported, you can still call your local police 
non-emergency number or file a report online. 

What to Report  

To make reporting easier τ and to increase the chances that police take you seriously τ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
provided the names of each crime that applies to street harassment in your state so that you can give 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅΣ άLΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƻƳŜone for 
ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣέ ƻǊ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅΦέ  

If you do report an incident of street harassment or think you might want to report it later, it helps to: 

¶ MŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ 

¶ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŎŀƭƳΦ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
right thing. 

¶ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ фммΦ LŦ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭocal 
non-emergency number. 

¶ Ask anyone who saw the incident τ whether a friend or a stranger τ if s/he would be willing 
serve as a witness for police. Take down his or her contact information and include it in your 
report. 

¶ Write down everything you remember, including the time and place of the incident, what the 
harasser did and said, and a physical description of the harasser (eye color, hair color, 
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approximate height and build, age, etc.). Details can fade from your mind quickly, so even if you 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
questions. Do your best to answer them, and know that you can always follow up with more 
information later.  

¶ If an officer does ask what you were wearing, why you were out alone, or another irrelevant or 
victim-ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪ ǘƻ όǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅύ ǎŀȅΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ǎƛǊκƳŀΩŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎΧέ 

Also, it's important to note that many states have provisions that punish repeated behavior more 
severely. You may not know when a street harasser is a repeat offender, or is about to become one. 

¶ Many states also punish street harassment and sexual harassment more severely if the offender 
is a government employee or the victim is a minor. 

¶ If you are under 18 or you witness harassment of a young person or child, this is important 
information to report to the police. 

What to Expect When You Report Street Harassment 

If you decide to report a street harassment incident, here is what you can expect to happen. In order to 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ όƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎύΣ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
be ready to advocate for them. 

So You've Chosen to Report... 

1. A police officer will file a report to begin the legal process. 
a. If you report a crime that is in progress by calling 911, an officer will come to the scene 

and may arrest the person you are reporting right away. 
b. Officers will attempt to apprehend the suspect after the incident has taken place if the 

suspect fled the scene when you called 911, or if you reported the incident at a later 
time. If the suspect is apprehended, s/he will be arrested. 

c. When someone is arrested, police may hold him or her in custody (usually for 24 hours) 
and s/he may have to appear before a judge. Whether or not this happens depends on 
state law and the specifics of the case and the individual. 
 

2.  The prosecuting attorney, the lawyer who represents the government in criminal cases, decides 
whether to press charges against someone accused of committing a crime. 

a. The police officer or detective tasked with investigating the crime will present the 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
 

3. LŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Řecides to press charges, the defendant (the person being charged 
with a crime, in this case, the street harasser) will appear before a judge for an arraignment, 
where s/he will be formally notified of the charges filed against him or her. 
 

4. At the arraignment, the defendant will enter a plea ς either guilty or not guilty. 
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a. If the charge is a misdemeanor and the defendant pleads guilty, the judge may proceed 
with sentencing, typically at a later hearing. 

b. If the defendant pleads not guilty, a trial date will be set. 
c. You may choose whether to be present at the arraignment. 

 
5. After being charged, the defendant may be released from custody. A judge typically makes this 

decision, and s/he may or may not require the defendant to pay bail. 

 
6. Before a trial, there may be a hearing, pre-trial meeting, or any number of delays in the process. 

This is normal ς judicial processes can take a long time. 

Your Rights  

If you are the victim of the crime you have reported, you have certain rights throughout this process. 
You may have the right to a protective order or a no-contact order against the defendant if s/he is 
released from custody. Your legal rights may vary by state and according to the circumstances, so you 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎe to explain your rights to you. 

This is also a good time to find out the specifics of the legal process in your state, and your rights and 
responsibilities regarding pre-trial meetings, appearance at hearings and the trial, and testimony. 

No Charge? 

There are a variety of reasons why a street harassment charge may not be upheld, including these ones. 
No matter the reason, we know it can be very frustrating after you've invested time and energy. 

It won't be a complete waste though, because bringing street harassment to the attention of the justice 
system can help prevent it in the future. 

Degrees of Crimes 

On each state page, you will find a description of relevant crimes and their approximate penalties. In 
order to determine the penalty for a crime, you need to know its degree. Most states classify crimes in 
three ways. Violations or infractions are civil offenses that result in a ticket or citation (typically 
accompanied by a fine or some other penalty). Misdemeanors are more serious crimes and are usually 
punishable by up to one year in jail. Felonies are the most serious crimes and are punishable by time in 
prison, usually more than a year. Misdemeanors and felonies may also have fines associated with them. 

Within these three categories, states may designate different degrees or classes, such as Class A, B, and 
C misdemeanors or first and second-degree felonies. Class A or first-degree crimes are usually the most 
serious. Class C (or D, or E, depending on the state) or third-degree crimes are usually the least serious. 

Most street harassment crimes are misdemeanors, but you will find violations/infractions and felonies 
included in this toolkit ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ sentencing for each crime to give you an idea 
of the penalty a street harasser may face if convicted. 
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Criminal vs. Civil Remedies 

This guide covers the criminal elements of street harassment behaviors that violate state law and 
ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ 
You can consult a lawyer in your state to explore when, where, and why you can file a lawsuit. 

Assault and Battery 

Assault and/or battery laws are not relevant to street harassment in every state, but when they are, you 
will find them listed under the "Verbal Harassment" or "Groping" sections of those states. 

In many states, assault and battery are considered two separate crimes. 

Assault: In general, a person commits an assault when, by word or action, s/he places another 
person in fear of receiving a battery. 

Battery: A person commits a battery when s/he intentionally touches, strikes, or injures another 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ 

When assault and battery are defined as separate crimes, one can take place without the other.  

¶ For example, someone can verbally assault you, but the situation might not escalate to battery.  

Alternatively, in many states groping is considered battery because it is nonconsensual touching.  

¶ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ōȅ ƎǊƻǇƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ƻǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ 
assault.  

We usually hear of assault and battery together because acts of violence such as fights are often 
preceded by verbal assault. However, in the case of street harassment, it may be just as likely that 
assault or battery happen independently of one another.  

Keep in mind that these crimes are considered distinct in general.  

In New York state, for example, a person commits assault when s/he causes physical injury to 
another person. As such, New York state does not have a separate law for battery.  

SŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ relevant laws on assault and battery in the context of street 
harassment. 

Following and Stalking 

Followed Once? 

Some states have specific laws that prohibit street harassers from following you the first time it 
happens, usually under their general harassment law.  
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¶ These states are: Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, and Pennsylvania 

Followed at L east Twice? 

Every other state prohibits someone from following you at least twice (a "course of conduct") under a 
stalking or harassment law. There are many victim advocacy groups and organizations that address 
stalking and you can contact one of them, or local law enforcement office to get help. 

 

You Can Always Call 911! 

 Regardless of your state's law, however, you can always call 911 if you think someone is following you 
(no matter if it's the first time or the fifth time) and you are afraid or feel unsafe, and regardless of 
whether that person has committed a crime yet. 

¶ Use your cell phone (if you have one) to call 911 or ask a passerby, a neighbor, or someone in a 
nearby business to call for you.  

¶ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊ 
him or her.  

¶ Even if s/he flees, you can give the police a description of his or her behavior and physical 
appearance. You may be preventing a future crime. 

Following is usually addressed in the harassment, disorderly conduct, or stalking laws of each state. 

Hate Crimes 

If street harassment is based on your race, gender identity, orientation, or another protected 
characteristic, it may be considered a hate crime. In our toolkit, we include hate crimes for the states 
that treat it as a specific offense.  Most states allow bias motivation in ordinary criminal offenses to be 
taken into account as aggravating circumstances in sentencing but do not have a separate statute and so 
we do not include it.  

The organization Human Rights First found that 45 states and D.C. either have separate hate crime 
legislation or allow bias motivation in ordinary criminal offenses to be taken into account as aggravating 
circumstances in sentencing. Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, South Carolina, and Wyoming do not have any 
form of hate crime legislation.  This is what they found:  

¶ The laws of 30 states and D.C. punish bias crimes based on sexual orientation.  

¶ The laws of 30 states and D.C. punish bias crimes based on disability.  

¶ The laws of 26 states and D.C. punish bias crimes based on gender.  

¶ The laws of 10 states and D.C. currently punish bias crimes based on transgender/gender 
identity. 

¶ The laws of California, Connecticut, Washington D.C., Missouri, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont punish bias crimes on the basis of all of the above-mentioned categories: race, religion, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, gender, and gender identity.  

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/fighting-discrimination/hate-crime-report-card/hate-crime-report-card-the-united-states/
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¶ Forty-two states and D.C. have either general or specific statutory provisions that criminalize 
institutional vandalism. 

The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act (passed in 2009), allows the 
federal government to provide assistance in the investigation and prosecution of hate crimes. When a 
local government is unable or unwilling to prosecute, this allows the federal government to step in. 

Engaging with Police 

There are several reasons why people may choose not to report street harassment and one of those is 
the requirement to work with police and other law enforcement officials. 

While there are many upstanding, compassionate, and moral police officers, there is no guarantee that 
you will have the chance to work with one. 

Reasons Why People Don't Report  

Understandably, many people feel reluctant to involve police in minor, or even major, street harassment 
offenses. There are several legitimate reasons why: 

¶ They may fear that the ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¶ They may fear the police will engage in victim-blaming by questioning their clothing or their 
choice to be out alone or late at night. 

¶ Some people may feel that their communities are already over-policed and fear that the 
treatment a harasser will face from police or the justice system will be disproportionate to his or 
her offense. 

o For example, individuals and communities of color often face more severe outcomes 
from legal processes than their white counterparts. 

¶ Other individuals may fear further harassment from police even when they are victims of a 
crime. 

o Police harassment of LGBTQ individuals is a real and serious issue in many cities around 
the United States. 

At Stop Street Harassment, we believe that however you choose to respond to street harassment τ 
whether you report it, ignore it, or deal with the harasser directly τ is a valid choice. If you do want to 
report street harassment to the policeΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜΣ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Why 
and When to Report Street Harassment. 

When Police are the Harassers  

Unfortunately, sometimes street harassment can come from police officers themselves. It can be hard 
to know what to do in those cases, but you do have options. If an officer is making lewd comments to 
you, touching you inappropriately, or otherwise making you uncomfortable, the first step is to realize 
that these actions are not the lawful execution of his or her job: ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ harassment.  

If a police officer is harassing you, you have the right to do any of the following: 

http://www.justice.gov/crt/about/crm/matthewshepard.php
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¶ Ask for his or her name and badge number. If you decide to file a complaint, this will be 
important information to include. Write it down or make a note in your phone. 
 

¶ Walk away. If you are not being detained in relation to a crime, you do not have to talk to an 
officer. If an officer is speaking to you in a way that is clearly street harassment ς such as, άHey, 
ōŀōȅΗέ or some other catcall, you have the right to walk away. If you arenΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
allowed to leave, ask the officer, ά!Ƴ L ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΚέ LŦ s/he does not say no, walk away. 
 

¶ wŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ tƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
but you do have the right to film or photograph police officers with your phone or camera. In 
most circumstances, police cannot confiscate your phone or camera or request to view photos 
or recordings without a warrant. Police cannot delete your photos or videos under any 
circumstances. ό¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ s/he ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ōǳǘ s/he would be breaking the 
law.) 
 

¶ Remain silent. If an officer does detain you, you have the right to remain silent. (In some states, 
you are required to give your name if asked to identify yourself.) Remaining silent is often the 
ōŜǎǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
exercising your right to remain silent, and ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ 
 

¶ Refuse a search. Police may pat you down, but s/he cannot further search your person, your car, 
or your home without either your consent or a warrant. If a police officer is harassing you and 
tries to search you, do not consent to the search. Say calmly and loudly enough for passersby to 
ƘŜŀǊΣ άL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦέ  
 

¶ File a complaint. For most illegal street harassment, we recommend that you report it by calling 
the police. But when police officers are the harassers, file a complaint with his or her 
department. Immediately after the incident, make a note of what happened, including: 
 

o A physical description of the officer(s) involved (eye color, hair color, approximate 
height and build, age, whether s/he were uniformed or in plain clothes, etc.) 

o Where you were and the time of day. 
o ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ōŀŘƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŎŀǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
o A description of the incident. Writing down as many details as soon as possible, 

including what was said, will help you file the most effective report. 
 

You can either call your local precinct or, in some places, file a complaint online. For example, in New 
York City, visit this page. Ask anyone who saw the incident τ whether friends or strangers τ if they 
would be willing serve as a witness. Take down their contact information and include it in your report. 
 

¶ Contact your local chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union for more resources and support. 

Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜΦ .ǳǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ help hold the 
department in your community accountable.  

https://www.aclu.org/free-speech/know-your-rights-photographers
https://www.nyc.gov/html/ccrb/html/complaint/online.shtml
https://www.aclu.org/


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 10 
 

Direct Responses to Street Harassment 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
behaviors from catcalls (mostly legal) to groping (definitely illegal), you could employ a variety of 
responses. 

Every situation and person is different and often you only have a second or two to assess your safety 
and decide what to do. 

ϝϝϝ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΣ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ фммΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ŀǎƪ ŀ 
bystander to call for you. Looking a bystander directly in the eye and asking for help is often the 
best way to ensure s/he understand that you need help. *** 

But if you want to address harassers and harassment directly τ either instead of or in addition to 
reporting them to the police τ there are many different ways to do it.  

Respond to the Harasser  

If you feel safe enough to do so, respond to the harasser calmly, firmly, and without insults or personal 
attacks. 

¶ ¦ǎŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά{ǘƻǇ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΗέ ά.ŀŎƪ ƻŦŦέ ƻǊ ά[ŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƴƻǿΣέ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ 
the person know that his or her actions are unwelcome, unacceptable, and wrong. 

¶ If applicable, let the harasser know that his or her actions are illegal and that you intend to 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛŦ ǎκƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΦ 

¶ Or get creative τ hand the harasser a card or flyer on why street harassment is inappropriate or 
find some other surprising way to respond. 

¶ Public shaming is often an effective tactic: Ask the harasser to repeat him or herself or loudly 
announce to passersby what the harasser just said or did. 

o aŀǊǘȅ [ŀƴƎŜƭŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Back Off! How to Confront and Stop Sexual Harassment and 
Harassers ŀƴŘ Iƻƭƭȅ YŜŀǊƭΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 50 Stories about Stopping Street Harassers include 
many examples of confronting harassers. 

o a9¢w!/ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ άNot Your Baby Appέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿays to 
respond to specific sexual harassment scenarios. 

Report Harassers to Their Company  

If the harassers work for an identifiable company, call or write the company to let them know that their 
employees are harassing people on the job and why that is unacceptable. 

¶  Here are three examples of women who successfully did this. 

¶ Even threatening to report harassers to their company can make a difference.)  

Share Your Story 

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/moment/
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/assertive-responses/
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/creative/
http://www.amazon.com/Back-Off-Confront-Harassment-Harassers/dp/0671788566
http://www.amazon.com/Back-Off-Confront-Harassment-Harassers/dp/0671788566
https://www.createspace.com/4400300
http://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/not-your-baby/id545191859
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/reporting/#employer
http://streetharassment.wordpress.com/2009/04/07/catcalling-employees-are-called-out/
http://streetharassment.wordpress.com/2009/04/16/successfully-ending-harassment/
http://streetharassment.wordpress.com/2010/09/25/street-harasser-sent-home-from-work/
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/2010/10/the-solidarity-of-women-left-me-feeling-empowered/
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¶ Share your story with loved ones and friends to raise their awareness about the issue. 

¶ Share your story on the Stop Street Harassment blog and/or your social media accounts. 

¶ Download the Hollaback! phone app. 

Be an Active Bystander  

If you see street harassment happening, do something. 

¶ You can ask the person being harassed if s/he wants help and what s/he would like you to do. 

¶ Or simply check in to see if that person is okay. 

¶ You can also let the harasser know his or her actions are not condoned by others. 
o Men speaking up can be particularly powerful since men (the majority of street 

harassers) look to other men for approval. Check out this great bystander campaign.  

Freedom of Speech, Fighting Words, and the Reasonable Man Standard 

White Men Write the Laws  

Verbal harassment is both the most common form of street harassment and the type that is most 
difficult to regulate and report. 

This is in large part because the laws in the United States have historically been written by white, 
straight men, and often are written and enforced to only protect against the types of violence, 
harassment, and intrusion that they experience. 

Take for example, physical forms of street harassment, they are always illegal and usually something 
that police will take seriously. This is not because it is street harassment but because the law is meant to 
protect everyone from basic acts of physical violence. 

¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōƛŀǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
key legal concepts and how they apply to street harassment. 

1. The First Amendment  

State laws meant to protect citizens from any type of verbal harassment are necessarily narrowly 
defined because they cannot violate the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, granting us all the 
right to freedom of speech. Any law that broadly restricts what someone can say is likely to be ruled 
unconstitutional in court. 

In fact, the United States Supreme Court sets a very high bar against government intervention in the 
case of the First Amendment, only regulating speech that is clearly intimidating, rather than merely 
offensive, which is what most street harassment is. In addition, regulations have to be applied in a 
"content neutral" way that does not target particular kinds of speech. 

¶ In practice, the court often strikes down laws aimed at racist or sexist speech, but, as sociologist 
5ǊΦ [ŀǳǊŀ .ŜǘƘ bƛŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ research has shown, they have upheld laws that restrict panhandling, 

http://stopstreetharassment.wufoo.com/forms/z7x4m1/
http://www.ihollaback.org/2010/11/the-iphone-app-is-here/
http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/bystander-responses/
http://www.know-your-power.org/
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/7865.html
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which is another form of potentially offensive public speech. 
 

¶ In her study of offensive speech in the California Bay Area, Nielsen suggests this reflects a 
judiciary that is largely male and thus unfamiliar with the problem of street harassment. 

This makes it difficult to prohibit catcalls and other types of verbal street harassment. But the First 
Amendment is intended to protect our rights in the context of political discourse and democratic 
ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ right to use profanity or insult each other whenever we feel 
like it. 

2. Reasonable Man 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƻǊ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ 
ŦŜŀǊΦέ  This is a key legal principle that makes regulating verbal street harassment challenging. These 
phrases provide guidance for judges and jurors in interpreting the law. Because our laws are meant to 
be generally applicable to society, they are often written according to how a reasonable person is 
expected to react to a given situation. 

For example, if a law prohibits actions that would make a reasonable person fear for his or her safety, 
the fact that I was scared by your action is not enough to establish that you broke the law. Your action 
would have to be something that would cause fear for the average, reasonable person ς not just the 
person that was actually made afraid. 

Because the majority of lawmakers and judges in the United States have historically been white men, 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ŀfraid as a 
result, the fear associated with street harassment has not always passed the reasonable man test. 

3. Fighting Words  

The the fighting words doctrine is another legal principle that makes it challenging to address verbal 
street harassment. It applies specifically to speech and often employs the reasonable man standard. 

[ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ U.S. 
courts have ruled that the First Amendment does not protect speech that is likely to incite violence 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎέ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
interest in reducing violence. 

As such, words or language that would incite a reasonable person to react violently may be legally 
prohibited. Many of the verbal harassment laws included in this guide either refer specifically to fighting 
words or prohibit taunts, insults, or other language that is likely to incite a violent reaction. Fighting 
words are typically prohibited by disorderly conduct, disturbance of the peace, and harassment laws. 

The fighting words doctrine is problematic for addressing street harassment because, although the 
words do not have to incite actual violence in order to be considered a violation of the law, the language 
Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅΦ 

http://www.freedomforum.org/templates/document.asp?documentID=13718
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/1341656?uid=3739832&uid=2129&uid=2&uid=70&uid=4&uid=3739256&sid=21102682788031
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¶ Women ς the typical targets of street harassment ς do not usually react violently to men who 
speak to them on the street. 
 

¶ The kind of comment that might make a man want to throw a punch often makes a woman 
afraid for her safety, and so she may be unlikely to retaliate with physical force. 
 

¶ Simultaneously, male law enforcement officers and judges, not typically being targets of street 
harassment, may not find verbal harassment as alarming, intimidating, or infuriating as women 
do. 

Thus there is little precedent for a judge to see verbal street harassment as fighting words. 

It's Time for the Reasonable Woman  

The challenge of the fighting words doctrine has led some scholars to argue for a άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǿƻƳŀƴέ 
standard: if the average woman would be annoyed, alarmed, or threatened by a particular comment, it 
should be considered illegal speech. But changing legal precedent takes time, many court cases, and a 
certain amount of awareness among lawmakers, law enforcement officers, judges, jurors, and other 
individuals tasked with writing and interpreting laws. 

What Does It Mean For You? 

In the meantimeΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ τ and continuing to report serious street 
harassment τ is so important. 

άIŜȅΣ ōŀōȅΗέ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
more offensive insults and slurs that street harassers use are likely what a fighting words law would 
prohibit when directed at a man and so should be equally prohibited when directed at a woman. 

By raising awareness about street harassment in a variety of ways, from creative direct action to calling 
the police, we can demonstrate the violent and inappropriate nature of verbal street harassment. Over 
time, we can achieve more gender equitable outcomes from our legal system, and we hope to move 
closer to those outcomes with this guide. 

Children and Minors 

In most places, street harassment crimes are considered more serious if anyone under the age of 18 is present 
to witness the action or is the target of the harassment. This especially applies to indecent exposure and 
groping. If you are under the age of 18, or if someone under 18 is present at the time of an incident you 
experience, or if you witness someone harassing a young person or child, report that information to the police. 

http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/1341656?uid=3739832&uid=2129&uid=2&uid=70&uid=4&uid=3739256&sid=21102682788031
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/1341656?uid=3739832&uid=2129&uid=2&uid=70&uid=4&uid=3739256&sid=21102682788031
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Harassment at (or Near) School 

Most states have laws that prohibit loitering on or a near a school or university. The specifics vary from state to 
state, but if someone is harassing you or your classmates at or near your school, even if it is outside of the 
campus, you have the right to report it.  

1. Your first step should be to report the harassment to an administrator. 

a. In many places, any person loitering on or outside school grounds and/or impeding the 
free work or movement of students or faculty and who is neither a parent of a student 
nor has legitimate business at the school, is required to leave upon instructions from an 
administrator. 

b. In some places, an individual can be ticketed for loitering even without express 
instructions to leave. 

c. Either way, asking an administrator or teacher to ask the harasser to leave can often be 
a simple way to solve the problem. 

2. If the harassment continues, or the school is unwilling to intervene, you, a parent, or a school 
staff member may wish to contact the police. 

Public Intoxication 

It is illegal in most places to appear in public under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs. The laws 
regarding public intoxication are not covered here, but if a harasser is drinking or appears to be under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol, you can report him/her for public intoxication and/or include this information 
in your report of some other crime. This may provide greater grounds for law enforcement to intervene. 

Sexist Laws 

Some of the state laws included in this toolkit are based on sexist constructs τ most often the notion that 
women need to be excessively protected because they are inherently weaker or more delicate than men. 
This harms women by robbing them of agency, and it harms men by imposing upon them the roles of both 
protector and aggressor. We take issue with this framing, but the laws are included here because our 
objective is to make the relevant statues accessible to everyone. While street harassment is most often 
directed at women by men, some men, especially transgender individuals and members of the LGBTQ 
community, experience harassment as well. The women authors of this guide are not advocating for laws 
that protect us as women τwe're advocating for laws that protect everyone. If you find a law in your state 
that is problematic τ or problematically enforced τ we encourage you to take action to change it. You can 
contact us for help. 

http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/contact/
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Alabama 

A variety of street harassment actions are illegal in Alabama, including obscene language, flashing, 
following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 

 
 
Verbal Harassment  
There are five laws that can apply to various types of verbal harassment in Alabama.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 13A, Chap. 11 §7 
In Alabama, it is illegal for someone to intentionally cause public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm by:  
 

¶ Using abusive or obscene language.  

¶ Making an obscene gesture in a public place. 

¶ Making unreasonable noise. 

¶ Obstructing vehicle or pedestrian traffic. 

¶ Engaging in a fight or threatening behavior. 
 
If a harasser shouts at you, uses abusive, offensive or violent language, or causes a serious disruption in 
public ς such as repeatedly blocking your path or harassing multiple people ς you can report her or him 
for disorderly conduct. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 3 
months in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title 13A, Chap. 11 §8a 
In Alabama, it is illegal for anyone with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm you to:  
 

¶ Direct abusive or obscene language to you.  

¶ Make an obscene gesture toward you. 

¶ Subject you to physical contact like shoving and kicking.  

¶ Threaten you, either verbally or nonverbally, with the intent to carry out the threat and in a 
manner that would cause a reasonable person to fear for his/her safety.  

 
You can report street harassers who make overtly sexual references to you, threaten to hurt you, or 
touch or strike you in any way. The actions do not have to be repeated ς you can report harassment the 
first time it happens. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 3 months in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ACAS/ACASLoginFire.asp
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
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Loitering 
Title 13A, Chap. 11 §9 
!ƭŀōŀƳŀΩǎ loitering law could potentially protect you from street harassment in two ways.  
 

1. It is illegal to loiter near a school.  
 
If street harassment happens to you in or near a school, college, or university and the harasser 
does not have a custodial relationship with a student or a legitimate reason for being there, you 
can report that person under this law. Then the police or school authorities can ask him or her 
to leave.  
 

2. It is illegal to loiter in a public place for the purpose of engaging in prostitution or an act of 
άŘŜǾƛŀǘŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜΣέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƴƻǘ 
married to each other involving the sex organs of one person and the mouth or anus of 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  
 
If a harasser appears to be loitering and makes remarks about prostitution or oral or anal sex, 
you can report that person for loitering.  

 
Penalty: Loitering is a violation, punishable by a fine of up to $200 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Menacing 
Title 13A, Chap. 6 §23  
In Alabama, it is illegal for anyone to, by physical action, intentionally place you or attempt to place you 
in fear of imminent, serious physical injury.  
 
If a street harasser does something to make you fear you might be hurt, such as following you or 
blocking your path, this may be considered menacing. 
 
Penalty: Menacing is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
Prostitution 
Title 13A, Chap. 12 §121b 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal.  

If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/ her. You can also make the case 
that hŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŜȄ, even in jest, are 
soliciting prostitution.  

Stop {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Soliciting prostitution is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $6,000 and/or up 
to a year in jail.  
 
 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
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Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 13A, Chap. 6, §68 
A person commits indecent exposure in Alabama if s/he knowingly exposes his or her genitals to you in a 
way that is likely to cause affront or alarm and with the intent to arouse or satisfy sexual desire.  
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you in a public place, such as a park, on 
public transportation, or in a store, and you feel alarmed or upset, you can report that person for 
indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $6,000 and/or up to 
1 year in jail. 
 
Public Lewdness 
Title 13A, Chap. 12 §130 
A street harasser commits public lewdness if s/he exposes his or her genitals or anus in a public place 
ŀƴŘ άƛǎ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘether another may be present who will be offended or alarmed by his [or her] 
ŀŎǘΣέ ƻǊ commits any lewd act that is likely to be observed by others who would be affronted or alarmed. 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀ ƭŜǿŘ ŀŎǘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ encompass a variety of the 
obscene things street harassers do in public. 
 
If you see a harasser flash anyone or engage in public masturbation, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Public lewdness is a Class C misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 
3 months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 

Stalking in the Second Degree 
Title 13A, Chap. 6 § 90.1 
Stalking in Alabama occurs when, with an improper purpose, a person repeatedly harasses or follows 
someone and harms that person mentally or physically.  
 
If the same person on more than one occasion follows you or harasses you and you feel harmed or 
threatened, s/he may be found guilty of stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 
and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 

 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
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Groping  

Harassment 
Title 13A, Chap. 11 §8a 
!ƭŀōŀƳŀΩǎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ verbal harassment, but also from any unwanted 
physical contact.  
 
If a harasser touches or grabs you, especially on an intimate or private part of your body, you can report 
him or her for harassment in Alabama. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 3 
months in jail. 
 
Sexual Abuse 
Title 13A, Chap. 6 §66 
A harasser commits sexual abuse in the first degree if s/he άǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ [you] to sexual contact by forcible 
ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴΦέ  
 
If anyone touches you in a sexual way, such as grabbing your butt or breasts, against your will in a public 
place, you can report him or her for sexual abuse. 
 
Penalty: Sexual abuse in the first degree is a Class C felony, which is punishable by between 366 days 
and 10 years in jail. 
 

 
Reporting Crimes to the Police  
 
¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress, 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence, 

and/or 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Birmingham, this number is (205) 328-фомм ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ƛǘΩǎ όоопύ нпм-2651. In Mobile, it is 
(251) 208-7211 and in Huntsville it is (256) 722-7100. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc.). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any.  
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment or harassing 

communication in Alabama Law 1975, § 13A-11-8Φ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
use to report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/codeofalabama/1975/13A-6-66.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
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¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, Central Alabama, Metro 
Alabama, and Mobile, Alabama have a Crime Stopper Web form where you can report crimes like 
harassment and sexual assault and you can even upload a photo of the perpetrator.  Visit your local 
police department website for information.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency incident, 
such as, for example, if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same location.  

o In Central Alabama, you can do this buy texting CACS and the tip or crime, to CRIMES or 
274637.  

o For Huntsville, you can text 53CRIMES followed by the tip/crime, to the same number.  

o Also available in Huntsville is a Crime Stoppers apǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άTipSoftέ ŦƻǊ ƛtƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ 
phones. This allows you to communicate tips anonymously, and send videos and pictures.  

¶ Once you have reported a crime, if you provided your contact information, you should receive a call 
with a police report case number within a few days and you may have to answer follow-up questions. 
Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=493
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=646
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=646
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=573
http://www.53crime.org/Tip.htm
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Alaska 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Alaska, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

Alaska has four laws that address various types of verbal street harassment. 
 
Assault in the Fourth Degree 
Alaska Stat. §11.41.230 
In Alaska, an incident of street harassment may constitute assault if the harasser does or says something 
that places you in fear of imminent physical injury or death.  
 
If a harasser threatens you, either by word or action, to the degree that you feel your immediate safety 
is in danger, you can him or her for assault in the fourth degree. 
 
Penalty: Assault in the fourth degree is a Class A misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 
and/or up to a year in jail.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Alaska Stat. §11.61.110 
!ƭŀǎƪŀΩǎ disorderly conduct law prohibits a variety of activities applicable to street harassment.  
 

1. Unreasonably loud noise after being informed that such noise is disturbing others or if s/he has 
άǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦϦ bƻƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ƭƻǳŘ 
when it involves "a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person 
would follow in the same situation."  
 
If a street harasser continuously yells or shouts at you or otherwise makes unreasonably loud 
noise, especially after you have asked him or her to stop talking to you, you may be able to 
report that person for disorderly conduct.  

 
2. Recklessly creating "a hazardous condition for others by an act which has no legal justification or 

excuse.έ  
 
Some forms of street harassment may qualify. If, for example, someone is blocking your path on 
the sidewalk or several people are harassing you in a way that threatens your safety, this may be 
considered disorderly conduct. 

 
3. Challenging another person to a fight or engaging in fighting other than for self defense.  

 
This law may be most relevant if the harassment is based on race or sexual orientation (as street 
harassment based on sex rarely results in fighting). If a street harasser challenges you to a fight, 
you can report him or her for disorderly conduct.   

 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.230
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.110
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4. Exposing one's buttocks or anus; this is discussed further below under indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 
10 days in jail.  
 
Harassment in the Second Degree 
Alaska Stat. §11.61.120 
The statute that prohibits harassment generally in Alaska includes some forms of verbal street 
harassment.  
 
If a street harasser exhibits the intent to harass or annoy you or insults, taunts, or challenges you "in a 
manner likely to provoke an immediate violent response," you can report him/her.  
 
ά! ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ part makes it ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿ. Since 
street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been 
used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for 
why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   
 
Penalty: Harassment in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$2,000 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 
 
Prostitution  
Alaska Stat. §11.66.100 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Alaska.  
 
If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. You can also make the case 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘhing else, for sex, even in jest, are 
soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Prostitution, or soliciting for prostitution, is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up 
to $2,000 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Indecent Viewing or Photography 
Alaska Stat. §11.61.123 
It is illegal in Alaska for someone to knowingly view or produce a picture of your genitals, buttocks, or 
breastǎ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜύ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛn which you would 
reasonably believe you would not be photographed.  
 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, such as in a private place like a restroom, locker room, or 
fitting room, you can report him or her for indecent viewing or photography. 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.120
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.66.100
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.123
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Penalty: Indecent viewing or photography is a Class A misdemeanor if the person photographed is an 
adult, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to a year in jail. Indecent viewing or photography 
is a class C felony if the person photographed is a minor, punishable by a fine of up to $50,000 and/or up 
to 2 years in prison. 
 

 
Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking in the Second Degree 
Alaska Stat. §11.41.270 
Stalking is illegal in Alaska. Stalking is defined s being when someone engages in repeated acts of 
nonconsensual contact that makes the person s/he is stalking fearful of physical injury or death.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and causes you to be 
fearful, s/he may be found guilty of stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 
and/or up to a year in jail. 
 

 
Indecent Exposure  

Disorderly Conduct 
Alaska Stat. §11.61.110 
It is illegal for a harasser to intentionally expose his or her "buttocks or anus to another with reckless 
disregard for the offensive or insulting effect the act may have on that person."  
 
If a harasser exposes his/her butt to you, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƴƪ άƳƻƻƴƛƴƎΣέ you can report that 
person for disorderly conduct. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class B misdemeanor in Alaska, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to 10 days in jail.  
 
Indecent Exposure 
Alaska Stat. §11.41.458-460 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ !ƭŀǎƪŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ άin the presence of another 
person with reckless disregarŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜΦέ  
 
If a harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you in a public place, such as a park, on public 
transportation, or in a store, you can report him or her for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Simply exposing oneself is indecent exposure in the second degree, a Class B misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 10 days in jail. If someone under 16 years old was 
present at the time of the incident, it is a Class A misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of up to 
$10,000 and/or up to a year in jail. If the harasser knowingly masturbates while exposing him or herself 
to you, the charge and penalty rises. 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.270
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.110
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.458
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Groping  

Harassment in the First and Second Degree 
Alaska Stat. §11.61.118 & 120 
There are two degrees of the harassment law that apply to groping.  
 

1. The statute harassment in the first degree prohibits anyone from touching your genitals, 
breasts, or buttocks through clothing or causing you to come in contact with "human or animal 
blood, mucus, saliva, semen, urine, vomitus, or feces."  
 
If a street harasser touches you in an offensive way or causes you to come in contact with any 
bodily fluid, you can report him/her.   

 
2. Alaska's statute against harassment in the second degree prohibits subjecting "another person 

to offensive physical contact."  
 
If a street harasser makes any offensive physical contact with you, such as grabbing you by the 
arm, you can report him/her. 

 
Penalty: Harassment in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$2,000 and/or up to 10 days in jail. Harassment in the first degree is a Class A misdemeanor and 
punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to a year in jail. 
 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor in the Third Degree 
Alaska Stat. §11.41.438 
It is illegal for someone who is 17 years or older to have sexual contact with a person who is 13-15 years 
old and at least four years younger than the perpetrator. Sexual contact is defined as someone 
knowingly touching your genitals, anus, or breasts, either under or over your clothing, or causing you to 
come in contact with his or her genitals, anus, or breasts. 
 
If you or someone you know or care for is under 17 years old and an older person touches or grabs your 
crotch, buttocks, or breasts, or forces you to touch them, such as by rubbing up against you or putting 
your hand in his or her lap, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Sexual abuse of a minor in the third degree is a Class C felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$50,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison.  
 
Sexual Assault in the Second Degree  
Alaska Stat. §11.41.420 
!ƭŀǎƪŀΩǎ laws against sexual assault in the second degree prohibit nonconsensual sexual contact. Sexual 
contact is defined as someone knowingly touching your genitals, anus, or breasts, either under or over 
your clothing, or causing you to come in contact with his or her genitals, anus, or breasts. 
 
If someone inappropriately touches or grabs your crotch, buttocks, or breasts, or forces you to touch 
them, such as by rubbing up against you or putting your hand in his or her lap, you can report that 
person for sexual assault. 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.120
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.420
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#11.41.420
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Penalty: Sexual assault in the second degree range in degrees and penalties based on the severity of the 
incident and the age of the victim and the perpetrator. Fines may range from up to $10,000 (a Class A 
misdemeanor) to up to $100,000 (a Class B felony, usually if the assaulted person is under 18 years old). 
Prison sentences can ranges from 1 to 15 years, depending on the particular offense.  

 
 

Reporting Crimes to th e Police 

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Juneau, this number is (907) 586-0600 and in Anchorage it is (907) 786-8500. In Fairbanks, it is 
(907) 450-6500 and in Sitka, it is (907) 747-8980. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment in the Second 

Degree under AS Law 11.61.120Φ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ report an 
incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. The Juneau Police Department, for 
example, has an Online Tip Form where you can report crimes like harassing phone calls, but not 
crimes against a person like assault or abuse.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website.  

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ should receive a 
call with a police report case number within a few days, and you may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

If someone tries to tell you thaǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/akstatutes/11/11.61./01./11.61.120.
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=697&DSID=697
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Arizona 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Arizona, including obscene language, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are five laws that can apply to various types of verbal harassment in Arizona. 
  
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2904 
Arizona's disorderly conduct law prohibits "abusive or offensive language or gestures," if they are "likely 
to provoke immediate physical retaliation" by the person they are directed at.  
 
¢ƘŜ άƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ "fighting words" law. Since street 
harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to 
address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it 
should be used, then it might be applied more often.   
 
Arizona's disorderly conduct law also prohibits: 
 

¶ Unreasonable noise. 

¶ Fighting, violent, or seriously disruptive behavior.   
 
If a harasser shouts at you, uses abusive, offensive or violent language, or causes a serious disruption in 
public ς such as repeatedly blocking your path or harassing multiple people ς you can report her/her.  
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 
6 months in jail.  
 
Harassment 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2921 
Under Arizona's harassment law it is illegal for anyone to communicate with you in a harassing manner 
or to repeatedly commit an act or acts that harass you. ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ άŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
is directed at a specific person and that would cause a reasonable person to be seriously alarmed, 
annoyed or harassed and the conduct in fact seriously alarms, annoys or harasses the person.έ 
 
This is a fairly broad law that should cover many types of street harassment. If someone is speaking to 
you or doing some other action that seriously alarms or annoys you, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 6 
months in jail.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02904.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02921.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
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Loitering 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2905 
Two types of street harassment may be considered loitering in Arizona.  
 

1. Loitering on or near school grounds if s/he does not have a custodial relationship with a student 
or a legitimate reason for being there.  
 
If you see someone hanging out near school facilities and s/he is harassing you or other 
passersby, you can report this person to school officials. If s/he does not leave after being asked 
to do so by the school official, you can report him or her to the police for loitering on school 
grounds. If s/he does not have a legitimate reason to be there, the police will ask him or her to 
leave and, if s/he refuses, the police may make an arrest.  

 
2. Be in a public place and solicit someone to engage in "any sexual offense" if the solicitation is 

done "in an offensive manner or in a manner likely to disturb the public peace."  
 
If a street harasser is repeatedly making overtly sexual solicitations to you or to other passersby, 
you can report him/her. 

 
Penalty: Loitering in general is a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 
30 days in jail. Loitering at a school is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 
and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Public Nuisance 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2917 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘΣ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜƴǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ άƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ 
propertȅ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦέ It is also 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ άǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ώƻŦ ŀƴȅϐ any public park, 
ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦέ  
 
Nuisance laws typically apply to one entity ς either a person or organization ς that causes a problem for 
a large part of the community. If you find that one individual or organization is consistently causing 
many people to be harassed, you may be able to report it under this law. For example:  
 

¶ A person who routinely harasses many passersby on the same street corner every day, or who 
causes some other significant disruption that affects many people at once.  
 

¶ A company whose employees regularly harass people while on the job, such as construction 
workers or delivery truck drivers. You might try going directly to the business owner first to file a 
complaintΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ a nuisance. 

 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ less a nuisance because the extent of the annoyance or 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭΦέ [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘǊƛǾƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
harassment, but it is okay to make the case for why it IS a public nuisance. 
 
Penalty: Committing a public nuisance is a Class 2 misdemeanor in Arizona, punishable by a fine of up to 
$750 and/or up to 4 months in jail. 

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02905.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS%20http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02905.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02917.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
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Threatening or Intimidation 
Title 13, Chap. 12 §1202 
In Arizona, it is illegal for anyone to threaten, by word or action, to cause you physical injury or to 
damage your property.  
 
If a street harasser is threatening you, you can call 911 as soon as you feel safe to do so and report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Threatening or intimidation is a Class 1 misdemeanor in Arizona, punishable by a fine of up to 
$2,500 and/or up to 6 months in jail.  
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Voyeurism 
Title 13, Chap. 14 §1424 
In Arizona it is illegal for anyone: 
 

¶ To photograph or otherwise record you without your consent or knowledge for the purpose of 
sexual stimulation when you should have a reasonable expectation to privacy (such as in a 
public bathroom, locker room, or within your own house).  
 

¶ To photograph or record another person in a manner that directly or indirectly captures or 
allows the viewing of the person's genitalia, buttocks or breast (if female), whether clothed or 
unclothed, that is not otherwise visible to the public. 

 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Voyeurism is a Class 5 felony punishable by up to 2.5 years in prison. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  
Indecent Exposure 
Title 13, Chap. 14 §1402 
In Arizona, it is illegal for a harasser to expose his or her genitals or anus or the areola or nipple of her 
breast to you and to be "reckless about whether [you], as reasonable person, would be offended or 
alarmed by the act." 
 
If a harasser flashes or exposes her or himself to you in a public place, such as a park, on public 
transportation, or in a store, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure to a person 15 years or older is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine 
of up to $2,500 and/or up to 6 months in jail. Indecent exposure to a person under 15 years of age is a 
Class 6 felony, punishable by a fine of up to $150,000 and/or up to 2 years in prison. 
 

 

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01202.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01424.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01402.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
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Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Harassment 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2921 
Under Arizona's harassment law it is illegal for anyone ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ άƛƴ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ 
ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛǎǘΦέ 

  
In order for the harassment law to apply, you must first ask the person to stop following you. Of course, 
only do this if you feel safe enough. Arizona's law uses the verb "ask," meaning that even a polite, non-
confrontational request ς if that's what you're most comfortable with ς should be enough to establish 
your rights under the law. However, even if you do not feel safe enough to speak to the person, you can 
call 911 as soon as you are safe to do so.  
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 6 
months in jail.  
 
Stalking 
Title 13, Chap. 29 §2923 
Stalking in Arizona is when a person intentionally or knowingly engages in a course of conduct that 
causes someone to fear for his or her safety or fear imminent death.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel afraid, you can 
report him/her for stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking that causes someone to fear for his/her safety is a Class 5 felony, punishable by up to 
1.5 years in prison. Stalking that causes someone to fear death is a Class 3 felony, punishable by up to 
3.5 years in prison.  

 
 

Groping  

Assault 
Title 13, Chap. 12 §1203 
In Arizona, groping is consƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘΦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴƧǳǊŜΣ ƛƴǎǳƭǘ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜέ ȅƻǳΦ  
 
If a harasser touches or grabs you, especially on an intimate or private part of your body, you can report 
him or her for assault. 
 
Penalty: This type of assault is a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up 30 
days in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02921.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/02923.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01203.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
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Molestation of a Child 
Title 13, Chap. 14 §1410 
Molestation of a child is any sexual contact with someone younger than мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƴȅ 
direct or indirect touching, fondling or manipulating of any part of the genitals, anus or female breast by 
any part ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦέ  
 
If you are younger than 15 years old or someone you know is and a harasser gropes or grabs you or that 
young person on an intimate area, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Molestation of a child is a Class 2 felony, punishable by a fine of up to $150,000 and/or 
between 10 and 24 years in prison. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example: 

o In Phoenix, this number is (602) 262-6151.  

o In ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ όрнлύ 791-4444. 

o In Mesa, it is (480) 644-2211. 

o In Yuma, it is (928) 783-4421.  

¶ Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment including 

but not limited to obscene language in AZ Law §13-2921. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ 
you should use to report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ determine the appropriate 
charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, Tucson and Phoenix 
have a Police Reporting Web form where you can report crimes like harassment and sexual 
assault. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01410.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/13/02921.htm
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/reporting/incident-reporting.php
http://phoenix.gov/police/policereport/index.html
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o In Tucson, Mesa, and Phoenix you can do this by texting CRIMES or 274-637, and 
beginning the message with TUCSONPD, MesaPD or SILENT, respectively.  

o In Tucson, you can also submit a web tip anonymously, and there are applications that 
you can download to your iPhone or Android to expedite the process in Tucson and 
Mesa.  

o Both Phoenix and Mesa also have a Silent Witness online form that allows you to report 
online anonymously. Yuma has an anonymous tip phone line: call 78-CRIME or 782-
7463. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǘŀct information, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=259&HR=http://cdn.crimereports.com/crimereports-20110113184422.swf
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police/submit-a-tip
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=524
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtipforms/webform.aspx?id=51&AgencyID=836
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Arkansas 

A variety of street harassment actions are illegal in Arkansas, including offensive language, up-skirt 
photos, flashing, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are four laws that can apply to various types of verbal harassment in Arkansas.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71, §207 
Lƴ !ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳΣέ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΣ ǘƻΥ 
 

¶ Make unreasonable or excessive noise. 

¶ Engage in fighting or in "violent, threatening, or tumultuous behavior." 

¶ Obstruct pedestrian traffic. 

¶ Use abusive or obscene language or gestures in a public place "in a manner likely to provoke a 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ 

 
If a harasser is shouting or making unreasonable or excessive noise, threatening you, either verbally or 
physically, obstructing your passage, or in some way doing any of the actions listed above, you can 
report him/her. 
 

Note: The part of the law that says, άA manner likely to provoke a violent or disorderly 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ is known as a άfighting wordsέ law. Since street harassment rarely results in the 
harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to address street 
harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be 
used, then it might be applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor in Arkansas, punishable by a fine of up to $500 
and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71 §208 
In Arkansas, it is illegal for anyone, with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm you, to: 
 

¶ Strike, shove, kick, or otherwise touch you or subject you or try to subject you to offensive 
physical contact. 

¶ Engage in conduct or repeatedly commit an act that alarms or seriously annoys you and that 
serves no legitimate purpose. 

¶ Place you under surveillance by remaining outside your work, school, car, home, or any other 
place occupied by you. 

¶ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ άƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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¶ Repeatedly insult, taunt, or challenge yƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ άƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ 
 

You can report anyone who makes overtly sexual references to you, obscene gestures or remarks, 
repeatedly taunts you, or does any of these other actions.  
 

Note: Again, the ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά! ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to address street 
harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be 
used, then it might be applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
Loitering 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71 §213 
There are three ways that loitering may be applied to street harassment in Arkansas.  
 

¶ Loitering ƻǊ άǇǊƻǿƭingέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƻǊ 
concern for the safety of those nearby and, if after being asked by a law enforcement officer, 
s/he άǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōly credible account of his or her 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ If you see someone hanging around an area who does anything that 
feels threatening, you can let the police know and the officer can talk to that person and 
potentially ask her/him to leave.  
 

¶ Loitering άfor the purpose of engaging or soliciting another peǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣέ 
such as harassers who make overtly sexual comments to passersby. 
 

¶ Loitering in or near a school building. If you see someone hanging out near school facilities and 
harassing you or other passersby, you can report him or her for loitering on school grounds. 

 
Lƴ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƭƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ άǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦέ  
 

¶ Unless the person flees, no one can be convicted of loitering unless the officer present gave the 
individual this opportunity to explain.  
 

¶ Similarly, the individual(s) cannot be convicted if it is found in court that their explanation 
άǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳΦέ  

 
Given the general acceptance of street harassment as normal, officers may not find harassing behavior 
to be grounds for arrest. However, involving a police office may be enough to clear a harasser from the 
street or sidewalk and/or deter harassers in the future. 
  
Penalty: Loitering is a Class C misdemeanor in Arkansas, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 
30 days in jail. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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Sexual Solicitation 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 70 §103 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal.  

If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. You can also make the case 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛng else, for sex, even in jest, are 
soliciting prostitution.  

{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable.  

Penalty: Sexual solicitation is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 
90 days in jail. 
 

 
Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Video Voyeurism 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chapter 16 §101 
Unlawful filming and photography is illegal in Arkansas.  
 

¶ It is illegal for anyone to secretly film or record you without your consent if you are in a private area 
and out of public view, such as in a public restroom, dressing room, or tanning booth.  
 

¶ It is also illegal to for anyone to knowingly photograph or record parts of your body that are 
covered with clothing without your knowledge or consent when you should have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy. If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or 
otherwise observes or photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 

 
Penalty: Filming or recording someone in a private location is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$10,000 and/or up to 6 years in prison. CƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ /ƭŀǎǎ . 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 14 §112 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǎŜȄ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀǊƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅ 
ŀ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ in public view, or 
άǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŦŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳΦέ  
 
If a harasser exposes himself or herself to you in a public place, such as a park, on public transportation, 
or in a store, you can report him or her for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a Class A misdemeanor in Arkansas, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 
and/or up to 1 year in jail.  
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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Public Sexual Indecency 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 14 §111 
It is illegal in Arkansas to engage in any act of sexual contact in a public place or in public view. Sexual 
contact is defined as any act of sexual gratification involving touching, directly or through clothing, the 
sex organs, buttocks, or anus of any person or the breast of a woman. The definition of sexual contact 
does not specify that the harasser must be touching ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ sex organs; therefore, 
masturbating in public would be considered public sexual indecency. 
 
If a harasser makes sexual contact with you, you can report them for groping. But if someone is 
masturbating in public or engaging in some other form of sexual conduct in a public place, you can 
report him/her for public sexual indecency. 
 
Penalty: Public sexual indecency is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or 
up to a year in jail. 
 
Sexual Indecency with a Child 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 14 §110 
9ȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŜȄ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŜƭƻƴȅ ƛŦ ŀ Ƙarasser is exposing 
himself or herself to someone under the age of 15, or if s/he causes or coerces a person under 14 years 
old to expose his/her sex organs or breasts (if female).  
 
If a harasser exposes himself or herǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ όŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ мрύ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ or 
know, or ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻŜǊŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ мпύ ƻǊ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿ to expose 
his/her sex organs or breasts (if female), you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Sexual indecency with a child is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or 
up to 6 years in prison. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Assault in the Third Degree 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 13 §207 
In Arkansas, it is considered assault in the third degree to purposely create the "apprehension of 
imminent physical injury in another person."  
 
If a street harasser is following you, threatening you, or otherwise makes you fear s/he will injure you, 
you can report him or her for assault.  
 
Penalty: Assault in the third degree is a class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 
up to 90 days in jail.  
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Harassment 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71 §208 
In Arkansas, it is illegal for anyone, with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm you, to follow you in or 
about a public place. 
 
You can report anyone who follows you and harasses, annoys or alarms you. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
  
Stalking  
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71 §229 
In Arkansas, stalking is when a person knowingly engages in a course of conduct that makes someone 
feel emotional distress and in fear of his/her safety.  
 
If the same harasser follows and threatens you on two or more occasions ς defined in Arkansas as being 
separated by at least 36 hours but within one year ς you can report him/her.   
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class C felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000, and/or three to ten years in 
prison.  
 
 

Groping  

Harassment 
Title 5, Subtitle 6, Chap. 71 §208 
¢ƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦέ  
 
If a harasser grabs or touches you in an offensive way on the street, in a park, on a bus, or some other 
public place, you can report him or her for harassment. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
Sexual Assault  
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 14 §125 ς 127 
In Arkansas, groping falls under the sexual assault law. If a harasser subjects you to sexual contact, 
defined as "any act of sexual gratification" that involves touching your sex organs, buttocks, anus, or 
breasts, either directly or through clothing, either by force or if you are under 18 years old, it is sexual 
assault.  
 
If a street harasser grabs your crotch, buttocks, or breasts, or touches you in any sexual or offensive 
way, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual assault in Arkansas ranges in degrees and penalties based on the severity of the incident, 
your age, and the age of the harasser. Penalties vary from a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 year in 
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http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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jail (a Class A misdemeanor) to a fine of up to $15,000 and/or between 5 and 20 years in prison (a Class 
B felony). 
 
Sexual Indecency with a Child 
Title 5, Subtitle 2, Chap. 14 §110 
The crime of sexual indecency with a child applies to an adult (18 years or older) who engages in sexual 
contact with some someone less than 15 years of age. Sexual contact is defined as "any act of sexual 
gratification" that involves touching your sex organs, buttocks, anus, or breasts, either directly or 
through clothing. 
 
If you are under 15 years old, or you care for or know someone who is, and a harasser touches you or 
them in an inappropriate or offensive way, you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Sexual indecency with a child is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or 
up to 6 years in prison. 
 

 
Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Little Rock, this number is (501) 371-пунф ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ {ƳƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ όптфύ тур-4221. In Fayetteville, it is 
(479) 587-3520. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment including but 

not limited to obscene language in Arkansas Law §5-71-208. If yoǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ 
you should use to report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, Fort Smith and 
Fayetteville have a Police Reporting Web form where you can report crimes like harassment and 
sexual assault. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.waprosecutors.org/pdf/arkansas.pdf
http://phoenix.gov/police/policereport/index.html
http://www.fortsmithpd.org/OffenseReportRpt.asp
https://secure.coplogic.com/dors/en/filing/selectreporttype?dynparam=1379428233649
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¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public.  
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California 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in California, including lewd comments, indecent 
exposure, obstructing paths, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

California has six laws that protect against different forms of verbal harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 15, Chap. 2 §647 
If a harasser is doing any of the following, you can report him or her for disorderly conduct in California:  
 

¶ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴΣ άƭŜǿŘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ 
such as explicit sexual comments or solicitations, or making obscene gestures. 
 

¶ [ƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ άƛƴ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴȅ ƭŜǿŘ ƻǊ ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀŎǘΦέ 
 

¶ Being intoxicated in a public place and, because she or he is under the influence, interfering 
with, obstructing, or preventing the free use of any street, sidewalk, or other public way.  
 
If someone appears to be drunk or under the influence of drugs or is harassing you on the street 
by not letting you pass, you can call the police.  

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor in California, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 
ǳǇ ǘƻ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ƧŀƛƭΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŎƻŘŜ ς Section 
647.6 ς that stipulates that anyone άǿƘƻ ŀƴƴƻȅǎ ƻǊ ƳƻƭŜǎǘǎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ му ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
subject to a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. The court may also order the harasser to seek 
counseling and may prohibit the harasser from having any further contact with the victim(s). 
 
Harassment at Adult Education Schools 
Title 15, Chap. 2 §647b 
The California Education Code establishes a number of schools for adult education, and the California 
Penal Code prohibits loitering near these schools or annoying or molesting anyone in attendance.  
 
If you are a student at a public institution offering adult education and you are harassed on or near the 
facility where you attend classes ς whether by catcalls, whistling, or another form of street harassment 
ς you can report the harasser to police.  
 
Penalty: Anyone convicted under this section is subject to a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
 
 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=647.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml;jsessionid=593acb2110df7eb3f8f28800b1c8
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml;jsessionid=593acb2110df7eb3f8f28800b1c8
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml;jsessionid=593acb2110df7eb3f8f28800b1c8


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 40 
 

Harassment on Public Transportation 
Title 15, Chap. 2 §640 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŎƻŘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
on public transportation. It is unlawful to do any of the following on public transportation: 
 

¶ Disturb another person by making loud or unreasonable noise. 

¶ Willfully disturb others on or in a system facility or vehicle by engaging in boisterous or unruly 
behavior. 

¶ Willfully block the free movement of another person. 

¶ Expectorate (spit) upon a system facility or vehicle. 
 
If a harasser is excessively boisterous or loud, such as shouting at you, blocks your path, or spits at you 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: These acts are considered infractions and may be punishable by a fine of up to $400, up to 48 
hours of community service, and/or up to 90 days in jail. Disturbing others with boisterous or unruly 
behavior and blocking the movement of others carry the harshest penalties. 
 
Loitering At or Near a School (Vagrancy)  
Title 15, Chap. 2 §653b 
In California, it is illegal for a person without legitimate business at a school or another public place 
where children typically congregate to loiter at or near the premises.  
 
When it comes to street harassment, this may be particularly relevant in large cities where schools and 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƴǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƴŜŀǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
and harassing you or other passersby, you can report him/her to the police or another administrator or 
official and that person can ask that person to leave. 
 
Penalty: Loitering at a school is considered vagrancy in California and is a misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Public Nuisance 
Title 10, §370-372 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘΣ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜƴǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ άǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ 
property by an entire community or neighborhood, or by any considerable number of personsΦέ  
 
Nuisance laws typically apply to one entity ς either a person or organization ς that causes a problem for 
a large part of the community. If you find that one individual or organization is consistently causing 
many people to be harassed, you may be able to report it under this law. For example:  
 

¶ A person who routinely harasses many passersby on the same street corner every day, or who 
causes some other significant disruption that affects many people at once.  
 

¶ A company whose employees regularly harass people while on the job, such as construction 
workers or delivery truck drivers. You might try going directly to the business owner first to file a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=640.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=10.&part=1.&chapter=&article=
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California law ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŀŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ώΧϐ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭΦέ [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴt officials, or judges may try 
ǘƻ ǘǊƛǾƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
Penalty: A public nuisance is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
Unlawful Assembly 
Title 11, §407-409   
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƭŀǿ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ άǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǎǎŜmble together to do an unlawful act, or do 
ŀ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΣ ōƻƛǎǘŜǊƻǳǎΣ ƻǊ ǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦέ 
That means that if two or more individuals are harassing you, and their harassment either violates 
another California law or ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ άǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΣ ōƻƛǎǘŜǊƻǳǎΣ ƻǊ ǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣέ s/he may each 
be guilty of unlawful assembly.  
 
It may be necessary to demonstrate that the individuals have assembled in a given place for the purpose 
of engaging in street harassment, but that would not be unheard of since there are men who have 
admitted to gathering on street corners to catcall women.  
 
Penalty: Unlawful assembly is a misdemeanor in California, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 
up to 6 months in jail. Anyone who does not leave after being instructed to do so by a law enforcement 
officer may also face an additional misdemeanor charge. 
 

 
Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 9, Chap. 8 §314 
In California, it is illegal for a harasser to expose his or her private parts in a public place, or in any place 
where there are others present who might be offended or annoyed.  
 
If someone flashes or exposes him or herself to you, whether on the street, on public transportation, in 
a park, or in any other public place, you can report him or her for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a misdemeanor in California, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 
up to 6 months in jail. 
 

 

Obstructing Your Path  

Obstructing Free Movement 
Title 15, Chap. 2 §647c 
!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ άwillfully and maliciously obstructs the free movement of any person on any street, 
ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊΦέ 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=11.&part=1.&chapter=&article=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=314.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml;jsessionid=593acb2110df7eb3f8f28800b1c8
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 If a harasser is preventing you from passing on a sidewalk, street, or other public place, such as in a 
park, you can report him or her for obstructing free movement. (Obstructing your free movement on 
public transportation is also illegal under §640). 
 
Penalty: A misdemeanor in California is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in 
jail. 
 
Obstructing Business Operations 
Title 14, §602.1 
It is illegal in California for anyone to intentionally interfere with any lawful business operations or the 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ όƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜύ άōȅ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŀƎŜƴǘΦ  
 
This sectiƻƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
street harassment may have more to do with getting your attention than with whether or not you carry 
out your tasks. But if someone is harassing you while you are at, entering, or leaving a business open to 
the public or while you are working, and you feel it is interfering with the business being conducted, you 
have the right to tell him or her to stop. If you are an employee or business owner, you can either ask 
the person to leave yourself or ask your supervisor to do so; if you are a customer, ask an employee or 
manager of the business to ask the person to leave. 
 
Penalty: Obstructing business operations is punishable by a fine of up to $400 and/or up to 90 days in 
jail. 
 

 
Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title 15, Chap. 2, §646.9 
Lƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƳŀƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǊ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅέ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ someone and by making a credible threat to harm that person. 
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened 
and unsafe, you can report that person.  
  
Penalty: Stalking is Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000, and/or imprisonment in a 
county jail for up to a year.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=602.1.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=646.9.
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Groping  

Sexual Battery 
Title 8, Chap. 9 §234.4(e) 
In California, groping someone falls under the sexual battery statute. Sexual battery is when someone 
touches a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ intimate part/s for the specific purpose of sexual arousal, sexual 
gratification, or sexual abuse.  
  
If someone touches you in a sexual or inappropriate way, including touching your groin, sexual organs, 
buttocks, or breasts, either under or over your clothing, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual battery is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 6 months in 
jail.  
 

 
Hate Crimes 

Title 11.6, Chap. 2 §422.6 
In California, it is illegal for anyone, even a law enforcement officer or other representative of the state, 
ǘƻ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊŜΣ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴέ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
enjoyment of the rights guaranteed to you by the State of California or the U.S. government because of 
your: 

¶ Gender 

¶ Sexual orientation 

¶ Race or ethnicity 

¶ Nationality 

¶ Religion  

¶ Disability 

¶ Association with a person or group with 
one or more of these actual or 
perceived characteristics 

 
If a street harasser threatens, intimidates, or injures you because of any of these characteristics ς such 
as using a racial, homophobic, or gender-based slur in a threat ς this harassment may be considered a 
hate crime in California. You can report any crime s/he has committed, as well as any indication of hate 
or bias, to the police. The California statute indicates that a hate crime does not consist of speech alone 
unless the harasser has threatened violence and appears able to carry out their threat. 

An example of a hate crime in the context of street harassment would be someone following you and 
shouting something like, ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ώŀ 
woman/gay/black/white/LŀǘƛƴŀκŜǘŎΦϐΚ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ώǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘϐ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦέ This threat would 
be considered a hate crime if the person attempts to or does carry it out. 
 
If a court finds that someone has committed a hate crime against you, the judge will issue a protective 
order. A restraining order may also be issued for the duration of court proceedings (prior to a 
conviction) if deemed necessary for your safety 
 
Penalty:. A hate crime is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000, up to a year in jail, required counseling, 
and/or up to 400 hours of community service. The penalties are harsher if the crime committed is a 
felony or if the crime escalates to violence or physical injury, property damage, was done in concert with 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=243.4.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=11.6.&part=1.&chapter=2.&article=
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another person, or was a repeat offense. The court may also order that the harasser reimburse you for 
any reasonable expenses resulting from his or her actions, including any counseling you may need. 
 
 

6ÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ #ÁÌÉÆornia  

The state of California has particular legal provisions for the rights of victims of a crime, including the 
right to be notified of these rights. If you have been the victim of a crime, including those described 
here, you can find more information in the Victim's Bill of Rights.  
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
San Diego, this number is (619) 531-нллл ŀƴŘ ƛƴ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ƛǘΩǎ όпмрύ рро-0123. Be prepared to 
provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Indecent Exposure, 

Title 9, Chap. 8 §314. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ 
of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, the Oakland Police 
Department has an Online Tip Form where you can report crimes like harassment and sexual 
assault and you can even upload a photo of the perpetrator.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o Lƴ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ά/wLa9{ όнтпсотύέ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
with the letters LAPD.   

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛon, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://oag.ca.gov/victimservices/content/bill_of_rights
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=314.
http://nixle.us/tip/oakland-police-department---office-of-the-chief/
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Colorado 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Colorado, including obscene language, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, groping, and hate crimes. Here are the laws and reporting 
procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

Colorado has four laws that can protect you from various forms of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title18, Article 9 §106  
Disorderly conduct in Colorado includes:  
 

¶ Making unreasonable noise. 

¶ Fighting in public.  

¶ MŀƪƛƴƎ άŀ ŎƻŀǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǳǘǘŜǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ [that] 
tends to incite an ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ 

  
If a harasser is shouting or making other loud noises while harassing you or starts fighting with you, you 
can report him/her. 

Note: A breach of the peace usually means a violent or tumultuous reaction, making it a 
άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ 
these laws usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using 
it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more 
often.   

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class 1 petty offense, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. If disorderly conduct includes fighting in public, it is a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by 
a fine of $50 to $750 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title 18, Article 9, §111 
In Colorado, it is illegal for anyone, with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm you, to: 
 

¶ Direct obscene language to or make an obscene gesture at you. Obscene means a description of 
or solicitation to commit sexual acts. 

¶ Strike, shove, kick, or otherwise touch you or subject you to physical contact. 

¶ Repeatedly ƛƴǎǳƭǘΣ ǘŀǳƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ άƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ 

 
You can report street harassers who make overtly sexual references to you, obscene gestures or 
comments, or repeatedly taunt you for harassment.  
 

Note: The prohibition on offensive language likely to provoke a violent response makes it a 
άfighting wordsέ law. Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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these laws usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using 
it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more 
often.   

 
Penalty: Harassment in general is a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $50 to $750 and/or up 
to six months in jail. 
 
If the harasser also had the intent to intimidate you because of your actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, ancestry, or national origin, it is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $500 to $5,000 
and between six and 24 months in jail.  
 
Soliciting for Prostitution 
Title 18, Article 7, §202 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Colorado.  If a street harasser solicits 
sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. You can also make the case that harassers who yell, 
άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŜȄΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƧŜǎǘΣ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ  

Stop Street HarŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Soliciting for prostitution is a Class 3 misdemeanor in Colorado, punishable by a fine of $50 to 
$750 and/or up to six months in jail. 
 
Unlawful Conduct on Public Property 
Title 18, Article 9, §117 
In Colorado, supervisors, managers, and administrators of public property and spaces have the power to 
proscribe the acceptable conduct within that public space. Their rules for the use of the space are 
enforceable by law if s/he are posted publicly, including rules that prohibit άŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
public buildings or on public property which may be reasonably expected to substantially interfere with 
ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦέ 
 
Under this section of Colorado code, administrators of public parks, schools, libraries, hospitals, 
transportation, government buildings, and other public property can (and may already) prohibit acts of 
street harassment or establish and enforce Harassment Free Zones. Check the posted rules in public 
venues. If it is illegal, you can report it. If there are no rules against harassment, consider raising the 
issue with the owners/managers of public spaces.  
 
Penalty: Unlawful conduct on public property is a Class 3 misdemeanor in Colorado, punishable by a fine 
of $50 to $750 and/or up to six months in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Criminal Invasion of Privacy 
Title 18, Article 7, §801 
It is illegal for a person to knowingly take a photograph or other visual recording of the intimate parts of your 
body without your consent when you should have reasonable expectation of privacy.  
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise records or photographs 
you in an inappropriate way, you can report him or her for criminal invasion of privacy.  
 
Penalty: Criminal invasion of privacy is a Class 2 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 12 months in jail.  
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 18, Article 7, §302 
These acts are considered indecent exposure in Colorado: 
 

¶ YƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŦŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǊ 
alarm to the other person with the intent to arouse or satisfy sexual desire. 
 

¶ YƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǎǘǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
clothing, in the view of another person and in a way that is likely to cause affront or alarm to the 
other person. 

 
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you or is masturbating in front of you, and 
you feel alarmed or affronted, you can report that person for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $500 and $5,000 
and/or between 6 and 18 months in jail. 
 
Public Indecency 
Title 18, Article 7, §301 
In Colorado, it is illegal for anyone to have sex or to fondle another person in a public place, to expose 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘǎ ƻǊ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ arouse or satisfy sexual desire, or to expose ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ǘƻ 
another person in a way that is likely to cause affront or alarm. 
 
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you in a public place, such as a park, on 
public transportation, or in a store, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Public indecency is a Class 1 petty offense, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to six 
months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

Harassment 
Title 18, Article 9, §111 
In Colorado, the harassment law prohibits anyone from following another person in or about a public 
place.  
 
You can report street harassers who follow you, make overtly sexual references to you, or repeatedly 
taunt you. This Colorado law is one of the best in the country for addressing harassers who follow 
people because it does not state that the following must be repeated for it to be a crime.  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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Penalty: Harassment in general is a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $50 to $750 and/or up 
to six months in jail. 
 
Stalking 
Title 18, Article 3, §602 
Stalking is defined in Colorado as repeatedly following, approaching, or contacting or making a credible 
threat against someone and causing that person serious emotional distress.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened, 
unsafe, or suffer serious emotional distress as a result, you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class 5 felony, punishable by a fine of $1,000 to $100,000, and/or 1-3 years in 
prison. 
 
 

Groping  

Unlawful Sexual Contact 
Title 18, Article 3, §404 
Sexual contact occurs when a harasser knowingly touches your breasts, buttocks, or groin area, or 
somehow causes you to touch his or hersΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
arousal, gratification, ƻǊ ŀōǳǎŜέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ  
 
You can report anyone who knowingly subjects you to sexual contact without your consent ς such as 
grabbing your breasts or your crotch ς for unlawful sexual contact. 
 
Unlawful sexual contact also includes sexual contact with anyone under the age of 18 or inducing or 
ŎƻŜǊŎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ му ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ 
sexual gratification. If this happens to you or a young person you care for, you can report the harasser. 
 
Penalty: Unlawful sexual contact is a Cƭŀǎǎ м ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
άŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ Ǌƛǎƪ ŎǊƛƳŜΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¦ƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴ 
general is punishable by a fine of between $500 and $5,000 and/or between 6 and 24 months in jail. 
Unlawful sexual contact with a child or the use of force, intimidation, or threats is a Class 4 felony, 
punishable by a fine of between $2,000 and $500,000 and/or between 1 and 16 years in prison. 
 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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Hate Crimes 

Bias Motivated Crimes 
Title 18, Article 9, §121 
A harasser commits a bias-motivated crime in Colorado if, with the intent to harass or intimidate you based 
on a (real or perceived) protected personal characteristic, s/he knowingly causes you bodily injury, 
knowingly damages your property, or knowingly causes you to fear bodily injury or property damage. The 
characteristics that are protected from bias-motivated crimes in Colorado are:  

 

¶ Race 

¶ Color 

¶ Religion 

¶ Ancestry 

¶ National origin 

¶ Physical or mental disability 

¶ Sexual orientation, including 
heterosexuality, homosexuality, 
bisexuality, or transgender status 

  
If a harasser threatens to or does harm you or your property and also states or implies some prejudice ς 
such using a racial, homophobic, or transphobic slur ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Damaging your property or causing you to fear bodily injury or property damage because of one 
or more of the above characteristics is a Class 1 misdemeanor in Colorado, punishable by a fine of 
between $500 and $5,000 and/or between six and 18 months in jail. If a harasser actually causes you 
bodily injury, a bias-motivated crime is a Class 5 felony, punishable by a fine of $1,000 to $100,000 
and/or between 1 and 3 years in prison.  
 
Sentences may also include community service requirements and/or a restorative justice or alternative 
dispute resolution process. The law also states that these criminal penalties do not preclude you from 
seeking any other remedies, such as civil action, otherwise available under the law. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Denver this number is 720-913-2000 and in Colorado Springs it is 719-444-7000. Be prepared to 
provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name, contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Unlawful Sexual 

Contact, Title 18, Article 3, §404. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ charges. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, in Fort Collins, you can 
do this via their Crime Reporting Form. 
 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

https://secure.coplogic.com/dors/en/filing/selectrepprsnoptional?dynparam=1377206717286
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Connecticut 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Connecticut, including abusive language, flashing, 
following, groping, and hate crimes. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Connecticut, there are seven laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Breach of the Peace 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-181 
It is considered a breach of the peace in Connecticut for anyoneΣ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereofΣέ ǘƻ: 
 

¶ Use abusive or obscene language or make an obscene gesture in a public place. 

¶ Engage in fighting or in "violent, threatening, or tumultuous behaviorΦέ 

¶ Assault or strike you. 

¶ Threaten to commit any crime against you or your property. 
 
If a street harasser uses obscene language or makes an obscene gesture to you, engages in tumultuous 
(noisy or uproarious) behavior, or threatens or assaults you, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: This would be a breach of the peace in the second degree, which is a class B misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 52a, Chap. 952 §53a-182 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ 
It is illegal anyone, άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳΣ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
risk thereof,έ to: 
 

¶ Annoy or interfere with another person by offensive or disorderly conduct. 

¶ Make unreasonable noise. 

¶ Engage in fighting or in "violent, threatening, or tumultuous behavior." 

¶ Obstruct pedestrian traffic. 

¶ Expose his or her private parts. 
 
If a street harasser is interfering with your lawful activity (such as walking down the street), shouting or 
making unreasonable or excessive noise, threatening you (verbally or physically), obstructing your 
passage to get your attention or prevent you from leaving a space, or exposing him or herself to you, 
you can report him/her. 
 
Connecticut also has a law against public disturbances (§181a) that has the same text prohibiting 
unreasonable noise, fighting, and offensive conduct but carries a milder penalty than disorderly conduct. 
Police may cite someone with either creating a public disturbance or with disorderly conduct, but in 
either case these actions are illegal. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-181
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-182
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-181
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Penalty: Creating a public disturbance is an infraction, punishable by a fine of approximately $100. 
Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to three 
months in jail. 
 
Intimidation Based on Bigotry or Bias 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-181k 
It is illegal in Connecticut for anyone, with the intent to harass you based on your actual or perceived 
race, religion, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity or expression, to:  
 

¶ Threaten you. 

¶ Have physical contact with you. 

¶ Damage any of your property.  
 
DŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ ŀǎ άŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-related identity, 
appearance or behavior, whether or not that gender-related identity, appearance or behavior is 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎŜȄ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘΦέ 
 
If anyone touches you, damages your things (such as your purse or your car), or threatens you (and 
there is reason to believe s/he will carry out the threat) and s/he also indicates that the harassment is 
based on one of the above categories ς such as by using a racist, homophobic, or transphobic slur ς you 
can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: This is considered intimidation based on bigotry or bias in the second degree, and it is a Class D 
felony in Connecticut, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or between 1 and 5 years in prison. 
 
Loitering on School Grounds 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-185 
Loitering near a school without a legitimate reason to be there is grounds for police to ask that person 
to leave.  
  
If you see someone hanging out near school facilities and s/he is harassing you or other passerby, you 
can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Loitering on school grounds is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 
3 months in jail. 
 
Patronizing a Prostitute 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-83 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
engage in sexual conduct in return for a fee. There is also a section that specifically prohibits patronizing 
a prostitute from a motor vehicle.  
 
 
If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, including from a car or on the sidewalk, you can 
report him/her. ̧ ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ 
or anything else, for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-181k
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-185
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-83
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{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

 
Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or 
up to 1 year in jail.  
 
Ridicule on Account of Creed, Religion, Color, Denomination, Nationality or Race 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53-37 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻΣ άōȅ Ƙƛǎ ώƻǊ ƘŜǊϐ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΣέ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜ ƻǊ ƘƻƭŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇǘ 
another person or group of people based on creed, religion, color, denomination, nationality, or race.  
 
If a street harasser is making racist or other inappropriate prejudicial comments about you based on any 
of these categories, you can report him or her for ridicule based race or religion.  
 
Penalty: Ridicule on account of creed, religion, color, denomination, nationality or race is a class D 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $250 and/or 30 days in jail.  
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Voyeurism 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 § 189a 
ConnecticǳǘΩǎ ±ƻȅŜǳǊƛǎƳ ƭŀǿ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘǿƻ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎκǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎΦ 
 

1. It is unlawful for anyone to photograph or film someone without ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ when 
done with malice and under circumstances in which the person would have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy.  
 
This includes filming and photographing in restrooms, dressing rooms, locker rooms, hotel 
rooms, and other locations.  

 
2. The law also states that it is illegal for someone to take a photo or video of someone without 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ consent to arouse or satisfy sexual desire when that person is not in plain view and 
under circumstances when that person should reasonably expect privacy.  
 
Although this law does not explicitly state that it is illegal to take up-skirt or down-blouse photos 
of you in a public place without your consent, it would be reasonable to expect that you have 
privacy under your clothing. You can report someone taking inappropriate photos of you in 
public. Even if a judge does not find up-skirt photos to be prohibited under this law, increased 
reporting may lead to it being prohibited.  

 
Penalty: Voyeurism is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or between 1 and 5 
years in prison. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_939.htm#sec_53-37
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap952.htm#Sec53a-189a.htm
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Indecent Exposure  

Disorderly Conduct 
Title 52a, Chap. 952 §53a-182 
9ȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳΣ ƻǊ 
ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΣέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ 
 
 If a street harasser flashes you or exposes him or herself to you, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 3 
months in jail. 
 
Public Indecency  
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-186 
It is illegal in Connecticut for anyone to lewdly expose his or her body with the intent to arouse or satisfy 
sexual desire or to lewdly fondle or caress the body of another person in a public place where s/he may 
reasonably expect to be viewed by others. The statute does not specify which body parts it is illegal to 
expose or fondle, but rather focuses on the lewd or sexual nature of the act. 
 
If a harasser commits a sex act, flashes you, or otherwise exposes him or herself to you in a public place, 
such as a park, on public transportation, or in a store, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Public indecency is a Class B misdemeanor in Connecticut, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking in the Second Degree 
Title 53a, Chap. 952 §53a-181d 
Stalking is illegal in Connecticut and it occurs when someone follows, lies in wait for, monitors, observes, 
threatens, or harasses another person at least two times and in such a way that a reasonable person 
would fear for his or her own safety.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened 
and unsafe, you can report that person.  

 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to a year in 
jail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-182
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-186
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-181c
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Groping  

Sexual Assault in the Fourth Degree 
Title 53a, Chap. 952, §53a-73a 
It is illegal for anyone to subject you to sexual contact ς touching the intimate parts of your body or 
touching your body with the intimate parts of his or hers ς without your consent.  
 
If a harasser grabs your crotch, breasts, or butt, or rubs him or herself against you in a sexual or 
inappropriate way, you can report that person for sexual assault in the fourth degree. 
 
Penalty: Sexual assault in the fourth degree against someone 16 years of age or older is a Class A 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to a year in jail. Sexual assault in the 
fourth degree against someone under 16 years of age is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$5,000 and/or between 1 and 5 years in prison. 
 

 

Hate Crime 
Intimidation Based on Bigotry or Bias  
Title 53a-181b 
In Connecticut, a person commits the second degree crime if s/he acts maliciously and intends to 
intimidate or harass someone by: 

1. Making physical contact with him/her. 
2. Damaging, destroying or defacing property. 
3. Threatening to do either of these things.  

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ because of ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ actual or perceived: 

¶ Race 

¶ Religion 

¶ Ethnicity 

¶ Disability 

¶ Sexual orientation 

¶ Gender identity or expression 

Penalty: Second-degree bigotry or bias is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or 1-
5 years in prison.  
 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Hartford, this number is (860) 757-4350 and in BridƎŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ όнлоύ ртс-7671. For New Haven it is 
(203) 946-6316, and for Stamford, it is (203) 977-4444. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-73a
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/pub/chap_952.htm#sec_53a-181b
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o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment in the First 

or Second Degree, in CT Law Section 53a-183 and 53a-182b, respectively. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
sure which law you should use to report an incident of street harassment, just tell the 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, in Bridgeport, you can 
submit an online report through iWatchBridgeport, where you have the choice to leave your 
contact information. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Bridgeport, you can do this by texting the number 27463 or CRIME, and beginning the 
message with 717 and a space or by completing a confidential tip form at 
iWatchBridgeport.  You can also download their application for your iPhone or Android.  

o In Hartford, you can complete an anonymous tip form via web, or by phone by dialing 
860-722-8477 (TIPS).  

o In New Haven, you can text the number 274637 or CRIMES, and begin the message with 
NHPD, or call the number 1-866-888-8477 (TIPS). 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 
 

http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/connecticut
http://iwatchbridgeport.com/home.php?id=93
http://iwatchbridgeport.com/home.php?id=93
http://www.bridgeportct.gov/content/89019/89755/90919/125305.aspx
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=734
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Delaware 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Delaware, including verbal harassment, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 

 

Verbal Harassment  

Delaware has ten laws that address various forms of verbal harassment.   
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1301 
Delaware Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ prohibits many forms of street harassment. 
The following actions are considered disorderly conduct in Delaware when done with the intent to cause 
public inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm: 
 

¶ Fighting or engaging in violent, tumultuous, or threatening behavior. 

¶ Making unreasonable noise or an offensive utterance, gesture or display. 

¶ Addressing abusive language to anyone present. 

¶ Obstructing pedestrian traffic. 

¶ Congregating with a group in a public place and refusing to comply with a lawful pƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 
order to disperse. 

¶ Creating a hazardous or physically offensive condition by an act that serves no legitimate 
purpose. 

 
Examples of street harassment that might be considered disorderly conduct in Delaware include yelling, 
using obscene, offensive, or lewd language, or blocking your path on the sidewalk or in the street. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $575 and/or 
up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1311 
Delaware's harassment law prohibits: 
 

¶ Insulting 

¶ Taunting 

¶ Challenging you 

¶ Engaging in any other alarming or disturbing course of conduct that serves no legitimate 
purpose and is likely to cause a reasonable person fear, alarm, or distress.  

 
5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀ άŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣέ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ stalking statuteΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ άfollows, monitors, observes, surveys, threatens, or communicates to or 
about [you], or interferes with, jeopardizes, damages, or disrupts [your] daily activities, property, 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΦέ {ƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ 

http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1301
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1311
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1312
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throughout their laws, and others do not, so it is unclear if harassment in Delaware must happen three 
or more times.  
 
However, if someone is insulting, taunting, or challenging you in a way that causes you fear, alarm or 
distress, you can report him or her to the police. Even if their actions do not constitute ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
possible that they may fall under ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ laws. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class A misdemeanor in Delaware, punishable by a fine of up to $2,300 and/or 
up to 1 year in jail.  
 
Loitering 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1320-1321 
SevŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ.  
 

1. Loitering ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ άŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǾƛŀǘŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ  
 
If a harasser appears to be loitering and makes explicitly sexual comments to you, you can 
report him or her for loitering.  

 
2. Loitering ƻǊ άǇǊƻǿƭingέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǿ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 

or that causes reasonable alarm or concern for the safety of those nearby. If someone is thought 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ άƭŀǿ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎΣέ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊŜ 
instructed in the statute to give the individual the opportunity to dispel any alarm by asking for 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ  
 
Given the general acceptance of street harassment as normal, officers may not find harassing 
behavior to be grounds for arrest. However, involving a police office may be enough to clear a 
harasser from the street or sidewalk and/or deter harassers in the future. 

 
3. Failing or refusing to move on when lawfully ordered to do so by any police officer, or sitting, 

standing, or loitering on a sidewalk or other public way and obstructing the passage of others 
after being reasonably asked to move.  
 
If a street harasser is obstructing your path, you have the right to ask him or her to move and to 
report him or her to the police if s/he does not.  

 
4. Loitering on or around the premises of a school, college, or university without legitimate 

business can be grounds for school authorities or police to ask a person to leave.  
 
If you see someone hanging out near one of these facilities and harassing you or other passerby, 
you can report him or her to the police for loitering. 

 
Penalty: Loitering is a violation, punishable by a fine of up to $345 and/or up to a year of probation. 
 
 
 
 

http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1321
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Menacing 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §602 
In Delaware, it is illegal for anyone to intentionally place you in fear of imminent physical injury, either 
άōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ώōȅϐ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΦέ  
 
If a street harasser does something to make you fear he or she may hurt you, such as following you or 
blocking your path, you can call 911. This may be considered menacing in Delaware. 
 
Penalty: Menacing is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $575 and/or up to 30 
days in jail. 
 
Patronizing a Prostitute 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1343 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Delaware.  
 
If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. You can also make the case 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŜȄΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƧŜǎǘΣ ŀǊŜ 
soliciting prostitution.  

{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute is a misdemeanor with a mandatory minimum fine of $500. Other 
penalties may include up to 30 days in jail and/or seizure of any vehicle used in connection with the 
offense (if the harasser has a prior conviction). Additionally, the mandatory minimum fine is raised to 
$1,000 if the act of patronizing a prostitute happens within 1,000 feet of a school, residence, or place of 
worship. It is no defense to say one did not know s/he was that close. 

Sexual Extortion 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §774 
It is illegal in Delaware for anyone to threaten physically harm you, damage your property, or accuse you 
of a crime so that you will engage in sexual activity. There are a few cases of sexual extortion in the 
context of street harassment, especially in cases of harassment against transgender or gender 
nonconforming individuals. 
 
 If someone threatens you so you will engage in sexual activity, you can report that person, including if 
the person making the threat is a law enforcement officer.   
 
Penalty: Sexual extortion is a Class E felony, punishable by up to 5 years in prison.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.shtml#602
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Sexual Harassment 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §763 
Delaware has a general sexual harassment law that covers some forms of verbal street harassment, 
including:  
 

¶ Threatening to commit any sexual offense.  

¶ Suggesting, soliciting, requesting, commanding, persistently asking, or otherwise attempting to 
induce someone to have sexual contact or sexual intercourse if the harasser knows that s/he is 
likely to cause that person annoyance, offense, or alarm. 

 
If someone is making sexual comments or requests to you in a public place or worse ς threatening to 
commit a sexual offense against you ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual harassment is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $575 and/or 
up to 30 days in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 11, Chap. 5. §764-765 
It is illegal for someone to expose his or her genitals or buttocks, or her breasts in a way that s/he knows 
is likely to cause someone affront or alarm.  
 
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you or is masturbating in front of you, and 
you feel alarmed or affronted, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure in general is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $575 
and/or up to 30 days in jail. Indecent exposure to a person who is less than 16 years of age is a Class A 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,300 and/or up to 1 year in jail.   
 
 

Obstructing Your Path  

Obstructing Public Passages 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1323 
Lƴ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ άintentionally or recklessly render any 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦέ  
 
If a street harasser is intentionally making it unreasonably inconvenient for you to pass on a public street 
or sidewalk, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Obstructing a public passage is a violation, punishable by a fine of up to $345 and/or up to a 
year of probation. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.shtml#763
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.shtml#764
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1323


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 61 
 

Obstructing Ingress or Egress from Public Buildings 
Title 11, Chap. 5 § 1324 
It is illegal in Delaware for a harasser to obstruct your entry to or exit from (ingress or egress) any public 
building. The law does not specify whether this applies only to publicly owned buildings or to any 
building open to the public.  
 
If a harasser is obstructing your path while you are trying to enter or exit a public building, you can 
report him/her. 
  
Penalty: Obstructing ingress to or egress from public buildings is an unclassified misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of up to $575 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §1312 
Stalking is illegal in Delaware, and it occurs when a person knowingly engages in a course of conduct ς 
including following ς on at least three occasions when the conduct would cause a reasonable person to 
fear physical injury or suffer significant mental anguish or distress.   
 
If the same harasser follows you at least three times and makes you fearful or very distressed, you can 
report that person.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is typically a Class G felony, punishable by up to two years in prison, but it can rise to a 
more severe class depending on the age of the victim.  
 
 

Groping  

Offensive Touching 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §601 
It is illegal in Delaware for anyone to intentionally: 
 

¶ Touch another person, either with a part of his or her body or with some other instrument, in a 
way that s/he knows is likely to offend or alarm that person.  
 

¶ Strike someone with saliva, urine, feces, or any other bodily fluid in a way that s/he knows is 
likely to offend or alarm that person.  

 
If a street harasser grabs you, smacks or pinches your buttocks, spits at you ς or causes you to come in 
contact with semen  ς you can report that person. Additionally, if a harasser causes you to come in 
contact with his or her bodily fluid, the law requires that s/he be tested for transmittable diseases at his 
or her own expense, and that you have the right to know the test results. 
 

http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1324
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml#1312
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.shtml#601
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Penalty: Offensive touching is an unclassified misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $575 and/or 
up to 30 days in jail. Offensive touching that involves contact with a bodily fluid is a Class A 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,300 and/or up to 1 year in jail.   
 
Unlawful Sexual Contact 
Title 11, Chap. 5 §767-768 
It is illegal in Delaware for anyone to have any sexual contact with another person either without that 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ consent or in a way that the harasser knows will be offensive. Sexual contact is any touching of 
ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴǳǎΣ ōǊŜŀǎǘǎΣ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭƛŀ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ when it is intended to be sexual in 
nature. This could be either by touching someone or by causing that person to touch him/her.  
 
If someone touches you in a sexual way, rubs himself or herself against you, or somehow causes you to 
touch him or her in a sexual way against your will, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Unlawful sexual contact in general is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$2,300 and/or up to 1 year in jail. Unlawful sexual contact with someone under the age of 18 is a class F 
felony, punishable by up to 3 years in prison. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ Call the local police officeΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Dover this number is (302) 736-тммм ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ όолнύ срп-5151. In Newark, it is (973) 
733-6000 and in Middletown, it is (732) 615-2100. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment including, 

but not limited to insults likely to provoke a violent response under Delaware Law 
§1311. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, Newark has an online 
reporting system where you can report crimes like harassment and sexual assault.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

../../../AppData/AppData/AppData/Local/Temp/delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc02/index.shtml#767
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/
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o In Dover and Wilmington, you can do this by calling their Crime Stoppers Tip Line at 1-
800-847-3333. In Dover, you can also visit this website, which provides information 
regarding submitting web tips and text tips.  

o In Wilmington, you can do this by texting the number 274637 and beginning the 
message with DCS, or submitting through this web form. Wilmington also has a direct 
crime tip hotline available by calling 1-866-945-6847.  

o Newark has a confidential crime tip web form. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://www.tipsoft.com/index.aspx
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=346
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=756
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District of Columbia 

Washington D.C. has a variety of laws to protect you from street harassment, especially if you are under 
the age of 18, including verbal harassment, blocking paths, up-skirt photos, indecent exposure, 
following, groping, and hate crimes. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

Disorderly Conduct 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 13 §1321 
It is illegal in D.C. for anyone, in public, to: 
 

¶ Act intentionally and recklessly in such a way that puts you in reasonable fear that you or your 
personal property are likely to be harmed or taken. 
 

¶ Engage in loud, threatening, or abusive language, or disruptive conduct, that unreasonably 
impedes, disrupts, or disturbs your use of a public conveyance (public transportation or another 
bus, train, or transportation service). 
 

If someone is harassing you on public transportation or, does something to make you fear for your 
personal safety in any public space, such as following or threatening you, you can also report him/her. 
 
It is also illegal to: 
 

¶ άWƻǎǘƭŜέ ƻǊ άǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŎǊƻǿŘέ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƛǘŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ όŀ violent or 
tumultuous response). 
 

¶ Direct abusive or offensive language or gestures to you in a manner likely to provoke an 
immediate violent response. 
 

¶ Otherwise incite or provoke violence 
 
ά! ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ part makes it a "fighting words" law. Since 
street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been 
used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for 
why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 90 days 
in jail.  
 
Enticing A Child or Minor 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 30 §3010 
It is illegal in D.C. for anyone to attempt to seduce, entice, allure, convince, or persuade a minor to 
engage in sexual activity or to go with him or her to any place for the purpose of engaging in sexual 
activity.  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 65 
 

If you (or a young person you care for) are under 18 years of age and a street harasser solicits you for 
sexual activity or attempts to persuade you to go somewhere with him or her, you can report that 
person for enticing a minor.  
 
Penalty: Enticing a child or minor is punishable by a fine of up to $50,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 
Soliciting for Prostitution 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 27 §2701 
Soliciting for prostitution is illegal in D.C.  If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can 
report him/her. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

Stop Street Harassment doŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

 
Penalty: Soliciting for prostitution is punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Sexual Proposal to a Minor 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 13 §1312 
It is ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ 5Φ/Φ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ άŀƴ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊΦέ  
 
If you (or a young person you care for) are under 18 years of age and a street harasser speaks to you in a 
sexually explicit way and asks you to engage in sexual activity, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Making a sexual proposal to a minor is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 
and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
  
 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Voyeurism 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 35 §3531 
There are two ways the D.C. law addresses unlawful filming and photographing. 
 

1. It is illegal for anyone to surreptitiously observe or electronically record someone in any place 
where a person would reasonably expect privacy. 
 
If a street harasser photographs or records you while you are using a restroom, undressed, or 
engaging in sexual activity , you can report him/her.  
 

2. It is illegal for anyone to intentionally capture ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body 
without his/her express consent under circumstances in which he/she has a reasonable 
expectation of privacy. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƴŀƪŜŘ or undergarment-clad 
genitals, pubic area, butt, or breasts.  
 

3. LŦ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛǊǘέ ƻǊ άŘƻǿƴ-ōƭƻǳǎŜέ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 
you in a private place, you can report him or her for voyeurism. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
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Penalty: Voyeurism is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $2,500 and/or up to 1 year in jail. Anyone 
who distributes or disseminates illegally taken photographs or recordings, or attempts to do so, may be 
punished by a fine of up to $12,500 and/or up to 5 years in jail.  
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Lewd, Indecent, or Obscene Acts 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 13 §1312 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ 5Φ/Φ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜέ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ƻǊ ŀƴǳǎΣ 
to masturbate, or to engage in a sexual act in a public place.  
 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you, masturbates in front of you, or does any 
other sexual act in public, you can report him/ her.  
 
Penalty: A lewd, indecent, or obscene act is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 
up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Misdemeanor Sexual Abuse of a Child or Minor 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 30 §3010.01 
The crime of lewd, indecent, or obscene acts covers indecent exposure generally, but if you are under 18 
years of age, and a street harasser who is more than 4 years older, than you masturbates in front of you 
or engages in another sexual act in public, you can report him or her for the more serious charge of 
misdemeanor sexual abuse of a child or minor.  
 
Penalty: Misdemeanor sexual abuse of a child or minor is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up 
to 180 days in jail. 
 

Back to the Top of the Page 
 

Obstructin g Your Path 

Blocking Passage 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 13 §1307 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ 5Φ/Φ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άŎǊƻǿŘΣ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘΣ ƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƳƳƻŘŜ ώƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜϐ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ of any street, 
avenue, alley, road, highway, or sidewalk, or the entrance of any public or private building or enclosure 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ ώǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴϐΣέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
do so by a law enforcement officer.  
 
If someone is obstructing your path, you can enlist a police officer to tell him or her to stop. 
 
Penalty: Blocking passage after being told by a law enforcement officer not to do so is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
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Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 31A §3133  
D.C. law defines stalking as purposefully engaging in a course of conduct, targeted at a specific 
individual, that is either intended to cause that person emotional distress or that the harasser knows or 
should have known would cause a reasonable person to: 
 

¶ Suffer emotional distress 

¶ Feel seriously alarmed, disturbed or frightened 

¶ Fear for ƻƴŜΩǎ personal safety or the safety of another person.  
 
ά9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ς i.e., the actions relevant to street harassment that constitute 
stalking ς means to do any of the following on two or more occasions: 
 

¶ Following, monitoring or surveilling you, 

¶ Threatening you or communicating to or about you, and/or 

¶ Interfering with, damaging, or taking your property. 
 
If a street harasser commits two or more of the above acts and those acts make you feel scared or 
intimidated or cause you substantial emotional distress ς such as verbally harassing you and/or 
following you ς his or her actions may constitute stalking and you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is punishable by fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 12 months in jail.  
 
 

Groping  

Attempt to Commit Sexual Offenses 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 30 §3018 
Attempting to commit a sexual crime is a punishable offense in D.C.  
 
If a street harasser gropes or sexual assaults you, you can report him or her under the laws detailed 
below. If s/he attempts to have inappropriate sexual contact with yoǳ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
report him/her under this law.  
 
Penalty: Attempt to commit sexual offenses is punishable by up to half of the fine and prison term of the 
offense attempted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
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Misdemeanor Sexual Abuse & Second Degree Sexual Abuse 
Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 30 §3006 
It is illegal in D.C. for anyone to have sexual contact with someone if s/he should have known that the 
sexual contact was without consent.  Sexual contact is defined as touching, either under or over 
clothing, your genitals, groin, inner thigh, butt, or breast with the intent to: 
 

¶ Humiliate 

¶ Harass 

¶ Degrade  

¶ Arouse or gratify sexual desire 
 
If a street harasser touches or grabs you inappropriately or rubs up against you, you can report him or 
her for misdemeanor sexual abuse. If you are under 16 years of age, you can report groping as second 
degree sexual abuse. 
 
Penalty: Misdemeanor sexual abuse is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 180 days in jail. 
Engaging in sexual contact with a child younger than 16 years of age is second degree sexual abuse, 
punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to 10 years in prison. 
 
 

Hate Crimes 

Bias-Related Crime 
Title 22, Subtitle II, Chap. 37, §400-4004 

In D.C., a hate crime is a crime that is committed against a person because of prejudice or bias, including 
because of ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘΥ 

¶ Race 

¶ Color 

¶ Religion 

¶ National origin 

¶ Sex 

¶ Age 

¶ Marital status 

¶ Personal appearance 

¶ Sexual orientation 

¶ Gender identity or expression 

¶ Family responsibility  

¶ Homelessness 

¶ Physical disability 

¶ Matriculation 

¶ Political affiliation 

 

Penalty:  A person who is charged with and found guilty of a bias-related crime shall be fined not more 
than 1 1/2 times the maximum fine authorized for the designated act and imprisoned for not more than 
1 1/2 times the maximum term authorized for the designated act. 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, you 
can call 311, if within the city limits, and (202)737-4404 if not. Be prepared to provide them with: 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
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o When it happened (date and time).  

o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 

o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  

o A description of what happened.  

¶ The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 

o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Lewd, Indecent, or 
Obscene Acts, Title 22, Subtitle I, Chap. 13 §1312. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ 
should use to report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ can determine the appropriate 
charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. For example, Metro Transit Police 
allow you to make reports about sexual harassment that take place on the Metro transportation 
system via this online form.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o For example, you can call (202) 727-9099 for the anonymous tip line, or text your tip to 
the number 50411.  

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻvided your contact information, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

 

If someone tries to tell you that street harassment άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
http://www.wmata.com/about_metro/transit_police/harassment.cfm
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Florida 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Florida, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
Note: Florida has a specific statute stipulating that voluntary intoxication or use of alcohol or another 
controlled or nonprescription substance is not a defense for committing a crime. In other words, a 
harasser cannot use intoxication as a defense for saying s/he did not intend to do something like grope 
you or expose him or herself. S/he is still liable.  
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are four laws that prohibit some type of verbal harassment in Florida. 
 
Breach of the Peace and Disorderly Conduct 
Title XLVI, Chap. 877 §3 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƻutrage the 
senǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŜŎŜƴŎȅΣέ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ 
breach of the peace or disorderly conduct. 

 
Many examples of street harassment could fall into these categories, such as shouting, homophobic or 
transphobic slurs, or lewd or sexually explicit comments, and you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct or a breach of the peace is a second-degree misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of $500 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 
 
Loitering and Prowling 
Title XLVI, Chap. 856 §21 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƛǘŜǊ ƻǊ άǇǊƻǿƭέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƛn a manner 
unusual for law abiding citizens or that causes reasonable alarm or concern for the safety of those 
nearby.  
 
If a person is standing around, harassing people going by or makes you worried for your safety or the 
safety of others, you can report him/her. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƭƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ άǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦέ  
 

¶ Unless the person flees, no one can be convicted of loitering unless the officer present gave the 
individual this opportunity to explain.  
 

¶ Similarly, the individual(s) cannot be convicted if it is found in court that his or her explanation 
άǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦέ  

 
Some officers may not find street harassment behavior to be grounds for arrest. However, involving a police 
office may be enough to clear a harasser from the street or sidewalk and/or deter harassers in the future. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.051.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0877/Sections/0877.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0856/Sections/0856.021.html
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Penalty: Any person convicted of loitering or prowling is guilty of a second-degree misdemeanor and 
may face a fine of $500 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 

Additionally, anyone required to register as a sex offender or who has been convicted of certain crimes 
against children can face more serious penalties for loitering, especially if minors are present (see § 
856.022). This is not something you will know about a harasser ahead of time, but if someone is doing 
something clearly inappropriate and threatening, and there are children present, you may want to 
report it in the interest of preventing a more serious incident. 
 
Nuisances 
Title XLVI, Chap. 823 §1 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ άtend to annoy the community, injure the health of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ƻǊ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƻǊŀƭǎΦέ  
 
Nuisance laws typically apply to one entity ς either a person or organization ς that causes a problem for 
a large part of the community. If you find that one individual or organization is consistently causing 
many people to be harassed, you may be able to report it under this law. For example:  
 

¶ A person who routinely harasses many passersby on the same street corner every day, or who 
causes some other significant disruption that affects many people at once.  
 

¶ A company whose employees regularly harass people while on the job, such as construction 
workers or delivery truck drivers. You might try going directly to the business owner first to file a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ 

 
Lawmakers, law enforcement officials, or judges may try to trivialize street harassment, but it is okay to 
make the case for why it IS a public nuisance. 
 
Penalty: A nuisance is a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by a fine of $500. 
 
Soliciting Prostitution 
Title XLVI, Chapter 796, §7 
In Florida, it is unlawful to ask someone to engage in prostitution or to offer to engage in prostitution. If 
a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

Stop Street HarassƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Soliciting or enticing someone to engage in prostitution is a second-degree misdemeanor in 
Florida, punishable by a fine of $500 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0856/Sections/0856.022.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0856/Sections/0856.022.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0823/Sections/0823.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0796/Sections/0796.07.html
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Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Video Voyeurism 
Title XLVI, Chap. 810 § 145 
In Florida, it is illegal for someone: 
 

1. To photograph or film a non-consenting person with the intent of degrading or abusing the 
person or for his or her own amusement, sexual arousal or gratification if that person is 
dressing, undressing, or privately exposing his or her body in a place where s/he has a 
reasonable expectation of privacy.  
 
If someone films or photographs you in public restrooms, dressing rooms, locker rooms, hotel 
rooms, and other locations, you can report him/her.  

 
2. To take a photo or video of a non-conǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
entertainment, or sexual arousal or gratification.   
 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 

 
Penalty: Video voyeurism is a first degree misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and/or up to a 
year in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Exposure of Sexual Organs 
Title XLVI, Chap. 800 §3 
In Florida, it is illegal for a harasser to expose his or her sexual organs in a vulgar or indecent manner in 
public, in the private premises of another person, or near enough to the private premises of another 
person that the harasser may be seen. It is also illegal to be naked in public unless in a place specifically 
dedicated for nudity.  
 
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you in a public place, such as a park, on 
public transportation, or in a store, you can report that person for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Exposure of sexual organs is a first degree misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and/or 
up to a year in jail. 
 
Lewd or Lascivious Exhibition 
Title XLVI, Chap. 800 § 4(7) 
Lƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ мс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƭŜǿŘ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ƭŜǿŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳŀǎǘǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
exposure of the genitals in a lewd or lascivious manner, or any other sexual act, including simulation of a 
sexual act that does not involve actual physical or sexual contact.  
 

http://www.flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2011/810.145
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0800/Sections/0800.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0800/Sections/0800.04.html
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While CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƭŀǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άa lewd or lascivious mannerΣέ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ it refers to 
something that is of an explicit and offensive sexual nature. 
 
If a harasser exposes him or herself to you or masturbates in front of you and you are under 16 years of 
age, or someone else involved in the incident is under 16 years of age, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Lewd and lascivious exhibition is a second-degree felony if committed by an adult, and is 
punishable by a fine of $10,000 and/or up to 15 years in prison. If committed by someone under 18 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ-degree felony, and punishable by a fine of $5,000 and/or up to 5 years 
imprisonment.  
 

 
Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Assault 
Title XLVI, Chap. 784 § 11  
In Florida, a threat of violence, either by word or action, that makes you fear immediate violence is an 
assault. In order for a threat to be considered assault, there must be some reason to believe that the 
harasser has the ability and plans to commit an act of violence.  

For example, if a harasser yells something at you as you walk away from them but ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳΣ 
this is unlikely to be considered an assault, but if the harasser yells a threat at you, follows you down the 
sidewalk or corners you on the bus, and seems likely to commit an immediate act of violence, this is 
assault and you can report it.  

Penalty: Assault is a second-degree misdemeanor in Florida, punishable by a fine of $500 and/or up to 
60 days in jail. 
 
Stalking 
Title XLVI, Chap. 748 § 48 
If someone repeatedly and maliciously follows or harasses you, this is ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ άƘŀǊŀǎǎέ 
means to commit a series of acts over time that serve no legitimate purpose and cause you substantial 
emotional distress. TƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ άǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅέ ƻǊ άƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
one day.  
 
In Florida, a law enforcement officer can make an arrest immediately without a warrant if there is 
reason to believe that a person has committed stalking.  
 
If the same person follows you or otherwise harasses you at least twice and makes you fearful or very 
distressed, you can report that person for stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a first-degree misdemeanor in Florida, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and/or up to a 
year in jail.  

  
 
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0784/Sections/0784.011.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0784/Sections/0784.048.html
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Groping  

Battery 
Title XLVI, Chap. 784 §3 
In Florida, a harasser commits battery if s/he intentionally touches or strikes you against your will or 
intentionally causes you bodily harm.  
 
If a harasser puts his or her hands on you, including groping your butt, groin, or breasts, you can report 
him/her.  
 
Penalty: Battery is a first-degree misdemeanor in Florida, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and/or up to a 
year in jail. 
 
Battery of Child by Certain Fluids or Materials 
Title XLVI, Chap. 784 §85 
In Florida, it is unlawful for any adult who are 18 years or older to knowingly cause or attempt to cause a 
child to come into contact with bodily fluids - blood, seminal fluid, urine, or feces ς by throwing, tossing, 
projecting, or expelling any bodily fluids or materials at or onto a child. 

If this happens to you and you are under 18 years old, or someone you know or care for is, you can 
report the harasser.  

Penalty: Battery of a child by fluids or materials is a third-degree felony, punishable by a fine of $5,000 
and/or up to 5 years imprisonment. 

Lewd or Lascivious Molestation 
Title XLVI, Chap. 800 §4(5) 
It is illegal for someone to intentionally touch in a lewd or lascivious manner the breasts, genitals, genital 
area or buttock or a person who is younger than 16 years old, or to force or entice someone younger than 
16 years old to touch him/her. CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƭŀǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άlewd or ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎΣέ ōǳǘ in 
other states, it refers to something that is of an explicit and offensive sexual nature.  
 
If you are under 16 years of age, or someone you care for or know is, and a harasser intentionally touches 
you or that person in a lewd or lascivious manner, you can report the harasser.  
 
Penalty: The possible penalties vary based on your age and the age of the harasser and can range from 
third-degree felonies, punishable by a fine of $5,000 and/or up to 5 years imprisonment, to second-
degree felonies, punishable by a fine of $10,000 and/or up to 15 years in prison.  
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0784/Sections/0784.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0784/Sections/0784.085.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0800/Sections/0800.04.html
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¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Miami, this number is (305) 579-6111 and in Tampa it is (813) 231-6130. Be prepared to provide 
them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  

o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 

o Who is reporting (your name, contact information).  

o A description of what happened.  

o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 

o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Lewd or Lascivious 
Conduct, Title XLVI, Chap. 800 §6. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o  A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, the Miami/Dade County 
Police Department has a thorough Crime Stoppers reporting form (available in English, Español, and 
Français).  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Clearwater, you can text your tip to 847411 using the keyword CWPD with your tip. They 
also have a tips app you can download from iTunes or the Google Play Store. 

¶ Once you have reported a crime, if you provided your contact information, you should receive a call 
with a police report or case number within a few days and you may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0800/Sections/0800.04.html
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=139
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?L=S&AgencyID=139
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?L=F&AgencyID=139
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/clearwater-pd-tips/id460724687?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.citizenobserver.Clearwater.PD.Tips
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Georgia 
 
A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Georgia, including abusive words, flashing, 
following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
Note: It is best to be cautious if you ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ όάŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎ ƳŜΣέ άǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ 
ƴƻǿέύΣ ŀǎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ς 
meaning the law could protect a street harasser who retaliates against you if you use profanity, insults, 
or other fighting words. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Georgia, there are four laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 16, Chap. 11, Article 2 §39 
In Georgia, it is illegal to:  
 

¶ Act in a violent or tumultuous (noisy or uproarious) way that places someone in reasonable fear 
for her or his safety. 

¶ Without provocation, use obscene and vulgar or profane language in the presence of someone 
under the age of 14 years in a way that threatens an immediate breach of the peace. 

¶ Without provocation, direct abusive words to someone or say them about someone in that 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǿŀȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƴd to provoke violent resentment.έ 

 
If a street harasser yells at you to the degree that you fear for your safety or uses vulgar language when 
someone younger than 14 is present, you can report him/her.  
 

Note: ¢ƘŜ άpǊƻǾƻƪŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘέ ǇŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been 
used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a 
case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 months 
in jail. 
 
Loitering or Prowling 
Title 16, Chap. 11, Article 2 §36 
It is illegal in Georgia ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƛǘŜǊ ƻǊ άǇǊƻǿƭέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ 
for law abiding citizens or that causes reasonable alarm or concern for the safety of those nearby.  
 
Law enforcement officers must ask the person loitering to identify him or herself and explain his or her 
presence and conduct.  
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
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¶ Unless the person flees, no one can be convicted of loitering unless the officer present gave the 
individual this opportunity to explain.  
 

¶ Similarly, the individual(s) cannot be convicted if it is found in court that his or her explanation 
άǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦέ  

 
Given the general acceptance of street harassment as normal, officers may not find harassing behavior 
to be grounds for arrest. However, involving a police office may be enough to clear a harasser from the 
street or sidewalk and/or deter harassers in the future. 
 
If a street harasser is hanging out in a public place and harassing you or other passersby, you may be 
able to report him or her for loitering if his or her behavior causes you reasonable alarm or concern for 
your safety.  
 
Penalty: Loitering and prowling is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 
months in jail. 
 
Pandering 
Title 16, Chap. 6 §12  
In Georgia, it is illegal for anyone to solicit a person to perform an act of prostitution. If a street harasser 
solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Pandering is a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature, punishable by a fine of up to 
$5,000 and/or up to 12 months in jail. 
 
Simple Assault 
Title 16, Chap. 5, Article 2 §20 
In Georgia, anyone who uses violence against another person or who places another person in 
reasonable fear of immediate violence is guilty of simple assault.  
 
If someone is threatening you and you believe s/he may become violent, you can call the police. 
 
If you believe someone may become violent, you should be very cautious about engaging with him or 
her in Georgia. The statute § 16-5-25 protects a person from the charge of simple assault if s/he reacts 
violently to offensive or abusive language. If you yell at, curse, or threaten a harasser (which is not 
behavior we suggest doing anyway), and s/he reacts violently, the courts may side with the harasser.  
 
If you feel threatened by someone, or if s/he threatens to or does physically harm you, try to get away 
from that person to safety and you can call the police. 
 
Penalty: Simple assault in general is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 
12 months in jail. The penalty may be more severe for assault committed on a public transit vehicle (or 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
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in a public transportation station), against someone 65 or older, against a public school system 
employee, or against a pregnant woman. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Public Indecency 
Title 16, Chap. 6 §8  
In Georgia, it is illegal for anyone to lewdly expose his or her sexual organs, lewdly appear in a state of 
partial or complete nudity, or lewdly fondle another person while in a public place.  
 
If a harasser flashes you or exposes him or herself to you, or does any of the other acts described, you 
can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Public indecency is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 months 
in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title 16, Chap. 5, Article 7 
Stalking in Georgia is defined as someone following, placing under surveillance, or contacting a non-
consenting person for the purpose of harassing or intimidating that person.  
 

Note, contacting includes communication in person or by telephone, mail, computer, or an 
electronic device.  

 
If someone follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened and unsafe, you can report that person. 
Unlike many other states, under this stalking law it is a crime the first time it happens.  

 
Penalty: Stalking is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 months in jail. 
 
 

Groping  

Simple Battery 
Title 16, Chap. 5, Article 2 §23  
{ƛƳǇƭŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƻŦ 
ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ or intentionally causes physical harm to you. 
 
If someone grabs or gropes you in an insulting or inappropriate way, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Simple battery is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 months in 
jail.  
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
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Sexual Battery 
Title 16, Chap. 6 §22.1  
Sexual battery applies when a street harasser intentionally makes physical contact with your genital 
area, anus, groin, inner thighs, buttocks or breasts without your consent.  
 
If a street harassers grabs or gropes you in a sexual way, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Sexual battery is a misdemeanor in Georgia, punishable by a fine of up $1,000 and/or up to 12 
months in jail. Sexual battery of someone under the age of 16 is a misdemeanor of a high and 
aggravated nature, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 12 months in jail. 
 

 
Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 

o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 

o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  
 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Atlanta this number is (404) 614-српп ŀƴŘ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ƛǘΩǎ όтлсύ ннр-4055, or (706) 225-4064. In 
Augusta, it is (706) 592-6255 and in Macon, it is (478) 751-7500. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  

o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 

o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  

o A description of what happened.  

o The name and contact information of any witnesses, if you spoke to any. 

o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Stalking, Georgia Law 
O.C.G.A. §16-5-90. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 
office can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Atlanta, you can do this by calling 404-577-8477, by texting the number 274637 and 
beginning the message with CSA Tip, or by submitting it online at this website.  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/georgia
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/georgia
http://www.crimestoppersatlanta.org/index
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o In Columbus, you can do this by calling 706-653-3188, by texting the number 274637 
and beginning your message with VACS, or by submitting it online at this website.  

o There are also directions at this website on how to submit tips with your smartphone. In 
Macon, you can do this by calling the tip line at either 478-742-2330 or 1-877-68CRIME.  

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳy it. You 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 
 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=1074&HR=http://www.tipsoft.com/index.asp?p=webtips
http://alloverthevalley.com/business/valley-crime-stoppers
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Hawaii 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in IŀǿŀƛΩƛ, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 

 
 

Verbal Harassment  

IŀǿŀƛΩƛ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 37 §711-1101 
IŀǿŀƛΩƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ prohibits the following actions when done 
with the intent to cause physical inconvenience or alarm: 
 

¶ Fighting, threatening, or engaging in violent or tumultuous behavior. 

¶ Making unreasonable noise.  

¶ Creating a hazardous or physically offensive condition by an act performed without a license or 
permit. 

¶ Subject another person to offensively coarse behavior or abusive language which is likely to 
provoke a violent response. 

 
If a street harasser uses obscene, offensive, or lewd language, or loudly shouts at you, you can report 
him/her. 
 

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ άƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ ǇŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀw. Since 
street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have 
not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it if a street harasser uses 
abusive language or coarse behavior ς such as an obscene gesture. If enough people make a 
case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a violation, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.  
 
Harassment 
Title 37 §711-1106 
Lƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΣ it is illegal for anyone, with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm you, to: 
 

¶ Repeatedly communicate with you after you have told him or her to stop. 

¶ Insult, taunt, or challenge you, or use offensive language toward you in way that makes you 
reasonably believe the harasser will cause you bodily harm.  

¶ Strike, shove, kick, or otherwise touch you in an offensive way or subject you to offensive 
physical contact. 

 
You can report street harassers who threaten you, use inappropriate language, physically touch you, or 
repeatedly ask for your name/number or to go out with you after you have told the person to stop.    
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1101.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1106.htm
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Penalty: Harassment is a petty misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 30 days 
in jail.  
 
Prostitution 
Title 37 §712-1200 
Paying, agreeing to pay or offering to pay a fee for sexual conduct is illegal iƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΦ If a street harasser 
solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

Stop StreŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

Penalty: Prostitution is a petty misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $500 and $1,000 and/or 
up to 30 days in jail. 
 

 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Violation of Privacy in the Second Degree 
Title 37 § 711-1111 
In IŀǿŀƛΩƛΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΥ 
 

1. Photograph or film a person without his/her consent if that person is partially or fully undressed 
or engaged in sexual activity in a private place.  
 
If a harasser films or photographs you someplace like public restrooms, dressing rooms, locker 
rooms, and hotel rooms, you can report him/her.   

 
2. Photograph or film the intimate areas of ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body underneath his/her clothing while the 

person is in a public place.  
 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 

 
Penalty: Violation of privacy in the second degree is a petty misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 
between $500 and $1,000 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 

 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 37 §707-734   
It is illegal for someone to expose his or her genitals to another person άunder circumstances in which 
the actor's conduct is likely to cause affront.έ 
 
If a harasser flashes or exposes her or himself to you in a public place, such as a park, on public 
transportation, or in a store, you can report him/her. 
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0712/HRS_0712-1200.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1111.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0707/HRS_0707-0734.htm
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Penalty: Indecent exposure is a petty misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $500 and $1,000 
and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Sexual Assault in the Fourth Degree 
Title 37 §707-733 
IŀǿŀƛΩƛΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀl assault law addresses severe instances of indecent exposure that happen άunder 
circumstances in which the actor's conduct is likely to alarm [you] or put [you] ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦέ 
 
 If a harasser not only knowingly exposes him or herself, but also approaches your or takes some other 
action that makes you fear an assault, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Sexual assault in the fourth degree is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to a year in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Harassment by Stalking 
Title 37 §711-1106.5  
IŀǿŀƛΩƛΩǎ ǎtalking law prohibits people from following, surveilling, or contacting another person without 
consent on more than one occasion and with the intent to harass, annoy, or alarm that person.  
 
If you experience street harassment from the same person on more than one occasion and you feel 
annoyed or alarmed, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty:  Harassment by stalking is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 30 days 
in jail.  
 
 

Groping  

Harassment 
Title 37 §711-1106 
It is illegal to touch someone in an offensive way or to subject that person ǘƻ άƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦέ  
 
If a street harasser gropes you, grabs you, or rubs up against you, you can report him or her for 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΦ 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a petty misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 30 days in jail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0707/HRS_0707-0733.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1106_0005.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0711/HRS_0711-1106.htm
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Sexual Assault in the Fourth Degree 
Title 37 §707-733 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǿŀȅ άōȅ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴΣέ ƻǊ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ  
 
If a harasser grabs you forcefully or does something to make it difficult for you to reject his or her 
advances or move awayς like grabbing your hand and putting it on his or her crotch or trapping you in a 
small space, like a bus seat ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual assault in the fourth degree is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to a year in jail. 
 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Honolulu this number is (404) 614-српп ŀƴŘ ƛƴ tŜŀǊƭ /ƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ όулуύ тно-8800. In Hilo, it is 935-3311, 
and in Maui it is (808) 244-6400. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such Harassment, Hawaii Law 

Haw. Rev. Stat. §711-1106. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ 
incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Honolulu, you can do this by filing out an online tip form, or by calling *CRIME or 808-
955-8300.  

o In East Hawaii, you can do this by calling 808-961-8300,. 

o In West Hawaii, the number is 808-329-8181. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0707/HRS_0707-0733.htm
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/histatutes/5/37/711/711-1106
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/histatutes/5/37/711/711-1106
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=606
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¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 
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Idaho 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Idaho, including vulgar language, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

Idaho has four laws that prohibit different forms of verbal harassment. 
 
Assault 
Title 18 §901 
It is illegal for someone to threaten another person or attempt to use violence against another person. 
 
If a street harasser threatens you or either attempts to or indicates that s/he will use violence against 
you, you can report him/her. (Actually making physical contact with you or injuring you is considered 
battery, see below for information on it.)  
 
Penalty: Assault is punishable by fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 3 months in jail. If someone is 
convicted of assaulting you, you have the right to a court-issued no contact order against that person. 
 
Disturbing the Peace 
Title 18 §6409 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ LŘŀƘƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άƳŀƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅέ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ άǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻǊ 
ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ώΧϐ in a loud and boisterous mannerέ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
 

¶ Making loud or unusual noise. 

¶ Engaging in tumultuous or offensive conduct. 

¶ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ άǘǊŀŘǳŎƛƴƎέ όǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳύΣ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ, 

¶ Fighting. 

¶ Using vulgar, profane or indecent language within the presence or hearing of children. 
 

Many examples of street harassment could fall into these categories, such as shouting or using lewd or 
explicit language. If a harasser does anything that falls into these categories, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disturbing the peace is a misdemeanor in Idaho, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up 
to 6 months in jail. 

Patronizing a Prostitute 
Title 18 §5614 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Idaho. If a street harasser solicits sexual 
activity from you, you can report him/her.  

You Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅ, or anything else, 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH9SECT18-901.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH64SECT18-6409.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH56SECT18-5614.htm
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Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
Public Nuisances 
Title 18 §5901 
Idaho Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘΣ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
senses, obstruct free passage or use on streets or in public parks or plazas, or obstruct free use of 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ άǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴt of life or property by an entire community 
ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦέ  
 
Nuisance laws typically apply to one entity ς either a person or organization ς that causes a problem for 
a large part of the community. If you find that one individual or organization is consistently causing 
many people to be harassed, you may be able to report it under this law. For example:  
 

¶ A person who routinely harasses many passersby on the same street corner every day, or who 
causes some other significant disruption that affects many people at once.  
 

¶ A company whose employees regularly harass people while on the job, such as construction 
workers or delivery truck drivers. You might try going directly to the business owner first to file a 
complŀƛƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ 

 
LŘŀƘƻ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŀŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ώΧϐ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴt of the annoyance or 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭΦέ [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊȅ 
to trivialize street harassment, but it is okay to make the case for why it IS a public nuisance. 
 
Penalty: A public nuisance is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 18, §4116 
In Idaho, it is illegal for anyone to willfully and lewdly expose his or her genitals in a public place where 
there are others who are offended or annoyed by the act.   
 
If a harasser flashes you or otherwise exposes him or herself to you in a public place, such as a park, on 
public transportation, or in a store, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a misdemeanor in Idaho, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 
6 months in jail. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH59SECT18-5901.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH41SECT18-4116.htm
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Following  
If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking in the Second Degree 
Title 18 §7906 
Stalking is illegal in Idaho. Stalking in the second degree is defined as engaging in a course of conduct that 
seriously alarms, annoys, or harasses you or puts you in fear of death or physical injury.  
 
! άŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ άƴƻƴŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ όōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ to) those 
ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ άƛƴ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳϥǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ōŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘέ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƴƻƴŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ 
contact. This means that, if you feel safe to do so, you have the right to tell a harasser to stop. 
 
If a harasser repeatedly follows you in your neighborhood, where you work, near your school, or any place at 
ŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƭŀǊƳǎέ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƘŀǊƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŜȄǳŀl assault, you can 
report it to the police.  
 
Penalty: Stalking in the second degree is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to a year in jail. If the 
person being stalked is under 16 years old, the penalty is harsher. If someone is convicted of stalking you, you 
have the right to a court-issued no contact order against that person. 
   
 

Groping  

Battery 
Title 18 §903 
In Idaho, battery is when someone uses violence against another person, intentionally touches or strikes 
a person against his or her will, or intentionally causes a person bodily harm.  
 
If a harasser puts his or her hands on you, including by groping your butt, groin, or breasts, without your 
consent, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Battery is a misdemeanor in Idaho, punishable by a fine of $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
If someone is convicted of battering you, you have the right to a court-issued no contact order against 
that person. 
 
   

Reporting  Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻn-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Boise this number is (208) 377-6790 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ bŀƳǇŀ ƛǘΩǎ όнлуύ-465-2257. In Meridian, it is (208) 888-
6678 and in Idaho Falls it is (208) 529-1200. Be prepared to provide them with: 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH79SECT18-7906.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH9SECT18-903.htm
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o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as malicious harassment, 

Idaho Law 18-7902. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊt an incident of 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 
office can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, Idaho Falls has an 
online form that allows you to report crime tips or harassing phone calls. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In the Boise area, you can do this by submitting a confidential tip form, by calling 343-
COPS, by calling 1-800-222-TIPS to report the crime, or by texting the number 274637 
and beginning your message with Tip236.  

o These services also apply to Nampa and Meridian. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

If someone tries to tell you that sǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 
 

 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title18/T18CH79SECT18-7902.htm
http://www.idahofallspolice.com/coplogic/
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=236&DSID=236
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Illinois 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Illinois, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Illinois, harassment laws refer specifically to harassing communications in writing or by phone. But 
there are other laws you can use to report verbal harassment in public places. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Chapter 720,  § 5-26-1 
Some types of harassment in public fall under disorderly conduct. 
 

¶ A person exhibits disorderly conduct when s/he knowingly commits an act in such an 
unreasonable manner that it alarms or disturbs another or provokes a breach of the peace.  

¶ Disorderly conduct can include verbal acts, such as shouting or cursing.  
 
¢ƘŜ άǇǊƻǾƻƪŜǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜέ ǇŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ άŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎέ ƭŀǿΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to address 
street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be 
used, then it might be applied more often.   
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor in Illinois, punishable by a fine of up to $1,500 and/or up 
to 30 days in jail. Disorderly conduct convictions also require between 30 and 120 hours of community 
service in counties where appropriate programs exist. 
 
Intimidation 
Chapter 720, §5-12-6, §5-12-9 
Illinois law specifically protects you from threats made to intimidate you into doing or not doing 
something.  
 
If a harasser makes a threat that includes any kind of ultimatum like άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻκŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǿƛƭƭΧέ ȅƻǳ 
can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Intimidation is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $25,000 and/or between 2 and 10 years 
imprisonment. If the intimidation is related to your attempt to report a crime, the charge may be 
increased to aggravated intimidation, which has a harsher penalty.  
 
Soliciting A Sexual Act 
Chapter 720, § 5-11-14.1 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Illinois. If a street harasser solicits sexual 
activity from you, you can report him/her. 
 
You can also make the case that harassŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+26&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=73600000&SeqEnd=74600000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+12%2C+Subdiv.+15&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=24900000&SeqEnd=26500000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+11+Subdiv.+15&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=17300000&SeqEnd=19000000
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{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Soliciting a sexual act is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 
year in jail. If the person being solicited is a minor or has a severe intellectual disability, soliciting a 
sexual act is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $25,000 and between 1 and 3 years in prison. 
 

 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Unauthorized Video Recording and Live Video Transmission 
Chapter 720, §5-26-4 
In Illinois, the following is illegal:  
 

1. Photographing or recording another person in a restroom, tanning bed, tanning salon, locker 
room, changing room, or hotel beŘǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ  
 

2. Photographing or recording a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
recording through ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  

 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Unauthorized video recording is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 
and/or up to one year in prison.  
 

 

 

 

 

Make Change Chicago 

The City of Chicago has a specific Chapter in the legal code ς Chapter 8, Title 10 ς ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 
tǳōƭƛŎ ²ŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀŎŜǎΦέ  

At the time of writing, this chapter guarantees quiet areas around schools and hospitals, 
provides rules for public events like parades and festivals, and protects against excessive sales 
and solicitation. This section of the law seems like the perfect place for a Safe Spaces ordinance. 

A Safe Spaces Ordinance could define the actions that constitute street harassment in Chicago 
and prescribe a penalty for those committing them. Such an ordinance would deter harassing 
behavior, provide greater protection for women and other groups, and give us a tool for 
reporting, prosecuting, and preventing street harassment in Chicago and, potentially, 
nationwide. 

 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=072000050K26-4
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Indecent Exposure  

Public Indecency 
Chapter 720, § 5-11-30 
Public indecency covers any act of sexual conduct or any lewd exposure done with the intent of sexual 
arousal or satisfaction in a public place.  
 
If a harasser flashes you, otherwise exposes him or herself to you, or masturbates in a public place, such 
as a park, on public transportation, or in a store, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Public indecency is a misdemeanor in Illinois, and carries a possible penalty of up to one year in 
prison, a fine of up to $2,500, and/or up to two years probation. 
 
Indecent Exposure (Chicago) 
Title 8, Chapter 8, §080, Municipal Code of Chicago 
The City of Chicago has a slightly more specific definition of indecent exposure, and uses that term 
directly. Any person who appears in public with his or her genitals, genital area, buttocks, or the lower 
half of female breasts exposed or not covered by an opaque covering commits indecent exposure in 
Chicago.  
 
If someone exposes himself or herself to you in this way, you can report him or her for public indecency 
statewide and for indecent exposure in Chicago.  
 
Penalty: Violations of indecent exposure in Chicago carry a fine of between $20 and $200 dollars. 
 
 

Following  
If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Assault 
Chapter 720, § 5-12-1 
In Illinois, a person commits assault when s/he places another person in reasonable fear of receiving a 
battery - any bodily harm or any physical contact of an insulting or provoking nature.  
 
If someone is committing some action that makes you fear s/he will immediately hurt you, such as 
raising their hand to you, you can report them for assault.  
 
Penalty: Assault is a misdemeanor in Illinois, punishable by 30 to 120 hours of community service, a fine 
of up to $1,500, and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+11+Subdiv.+25&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=20100000&SeqEnd=20800000
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Illinois/chicago_il/municipalcodeofchicago?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:chicago_il
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+12%2C+Subdiv.+5&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=21100000&SeqEnd=23000000
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Stalking 
Chapter 720, § 5-12-7.3 
Stalking is illegal in Illinois. SǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ς two or more acts ς that would 
cause a reasonable person emotional distress or fear for his or her safety or the safety of another 
person.  
 
If a harasser repeatedly follows you in your neighborhood, where you work, near your school, or any 
place at all, and gives you reason to fear bodily harm or sexual assault, you can report him or her for 
stalking in Illinois. Similarly, if s/he repeatedly contacts you without your consent, and especially if s/he 
issues any threats, this also constitutes stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $25,000 and/or between 1 and 3 years in 
prison. 
 
 

Groping  

Battery 
Chapter 720, § 5-12-3 
Battery in Illinois is defined as bodily harm or any physical contact of an insulting or provoking nature.  
 
If a harasser puts his or her hands on you ς whether s/he grabs your arm, your breasts, your crotch, or 
your butt ς you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Battery is a misdemeanor in Illinois, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 year in 
jail. 
 
Criminal Sexual Abuse 
Chapter 720, § 5-11-1.5 
It is illegal in Illinois to commit sexual conduct with another person by force, by threat of force, or if the 
other person cannot give consent or is younger than 17 years old. Sexual conduct is defined as any 
touching or fondling, either directly or through clothing, of the sex organs, anus, or breast of the 
harasser or the person being abused.  
 
If someone purposely touches or grabs you in a sexual way, either over or under your clothing, while 
you are someplace like on the bus, on the street, or in a club, and you did not give consent, you can 
report that person.   
 
Penalty: Criminal sexual abuse is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $25,000 and/or between 1 and 3 
years in prison. 
 
 

Hate Crimes 

Chapter 720, §5-12-7.1 
In Illinois, a number of crimes ς including disorderly conduct, assault, and battery ς are considered hate 
crimes when they are motivated by a bias against ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ actual or perceived race, color, creed, 
religion, ancestry, gender, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, or national origin.  
 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+12%2C+Subdiv.+15&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=24900000&SeqEnd=26500000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+12%2C+Subdiv.+5&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=21100000&SeqEnd=23000000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+11+Subdiv.+5&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=14600000&SeqEnd=16100000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt.+12%2C+Subdiv.+15&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=24900000&SeqEnd=26500000
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5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ōƛŀǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
determining if something was a hate crime. If a harasser indicates that s/he is committing an act against 
you ς such as following you, threatening you, or putting his or her hands on you ς because of your 
gender, race, orientation, or another protected characteristic, you can report his or her crime and the 
indication of hate to the police.  
 
An example of a hate crime in the context of street harassment would be someone following you and 
ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ώŀ 
woman/gay/black/white/latina/etc.]? I should [violent threat] so ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦέ  
 
When reporting a hate crime, report the crime that was committed ς assault, battery, etc. ς and the 
indication that the crime was motivated by bias.  
 
Penalty: A hate crime is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $25,000 and/or between 1 and 3 years in 
prison. Penalties may also include retribution to the victim(s). In addition to criminal charges, you may 
bring civil charges against a harasser who commits a hate crime if you experience damage to your 
property or physical harm. In a civil case, a judge may award actual or punitive damages, including 
damages for emotional distress and/or legal fees. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 
o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, 
in Chicago, this number is (312) 746-6000. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Public Indecency, 

section 5-11-30. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
street harassment, just tell the police what ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 
office can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, the Chicago Police 
Department has a Citizens Online Police Reporting System. 
 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously text a tip about a crime, for example if 
you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same location. Visit your local 
police department website for information.  

o For example, the Evanston Police Department allows you to text a tip to CRIMES 
(274637) ς start your message with EPDTIP.  

https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath
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¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǘact information, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

 
LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 
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Indiana 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Indiana, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 

  
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

The general harassment statute in Indiana only prohibits communications by phone or in writing, but 
there are five other laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Ind. Code §35-45-1-3 
LŦ ŀ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ άǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ after being 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΦ ά¢ǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ƴƻƛǎȅ 
or uproarious.  

If a street harasser yells at you loudly or makes a scene ς ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ him or her to stop ς 
you can report him/her.  

Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class B misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 180 days in jail.  

Interference with Reporting a Crime 
Ind. Code §35-45-2-5 
It is illegal in Indiana for anyone to intentionally prevent you from or interfere with your reporting a 
crime.  
 
If you try to call 911 or report street harassment to a law enforcement officer and the harasser 
intentionally prevents you from doing so, such as by grabbing your cell phone or intervening in some 
other way, s/he may be guilty of interference with reporting of a crime. 
 
Penalty: Interference with the reporting of a crime is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up 
to $5,000 and/or up to a year in jail. 

Intimidation 
Ind. Code §35-42-2-1 
Indiana law specifically prohibits threats made to intimidate someone into doing or not doing 
something, or threats that make someone fear any retaliation for a lawful act. 
 

Indiana Criminal Code Changes:  
HB 1006, passed during the 2013 legislative session, makes significant changes to the Indiana 
criminal code in order improve sentencing and reduce the high costs of incarceration in the 
state.  Most of the changes take effect on July 1, 2014. As such, the laws below and the 
possible sentences for violating them may include notes about changes effective July 1, 2014.  

http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar42/
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If a street harasser makes a threat that comes with any kind of ultimatum like, άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻκŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ L 
ǿƛƭƭΧέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳκƘŜǊΦ  
 
Penalty: Intimidation is a Class A misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or 
up to a year in jail. Effective July 1, 2014, if the threat is commit a forcible felony, the charge rises to a 
Level 6 felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or between 6 months and 2 and a half years in 
jail. 
 
Patronizing a Prostitute 
Ind. Code §35-45-4-3 
Patronizing a prostitute is illegal in Indiana. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can 
report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊiate for a 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 

Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or 
up to a year in jail. 

Provocation 
Ind. Code §35-42-2-3 
LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ άǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅέ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
likely to provoke a reasonable person to respond with violence.  

This is what is ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed 
person fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can 
still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied 
more often.   
 
Penalty: Provocation is a Class C infraction, punishable by a fine of up to $500. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Voyeurism & Public Voyeurism 
Ind. Code §35-45-4-5 
Lƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǇŜŜǇέ ς to look in ŀ άŎƭŀƴŘŜǎǘƛƴŜΣ ǎǳǊǊŜǇǘƛǘƛƻǳǎΣ ǇǊȅƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƛǾŜ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ς without consent into any place where people may reasonably expect to undress privately, 
including a restroom, shower, or dressing room. It carries a harsher penalty if the person uses a camera.  
 
It is also illegal for anyone, in a public place, to record an image of a private area of your body, meaning 
your genitals, pubic area, or butt, either naked or clothed. (The law does not specify that it is illegal to 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘǎΦύ  

http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar42/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
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If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 

¶ Note: The law says that it is a defense to public voyeurism if the person being photographed 
deliberately exposed him or herself to the photographer. This means that if someone exposes 
him or herself to you, you do have the right to record him or her on your cell phone or camera 
to submit with a police report or share on social media. This can be an effective tactic for 
stopping street harassers. 

 
Penalty: Voyeurism is a Class B misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up 
to 180 days in jail. Public voyeurism is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 
and/or up to a year in jail. Public voyeurism carries a harsher penalty if the harasser disseminates the 
image(s). 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Public Indecency 
Ind. Code §35-45-4-1 
Lƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘƻ engage in a sex act, fondle the genitals of another person, masturbate, or appear 
in a state of nudity with the intent of arousing sexual desire in a public place. Additionally, this law 
specifically prohibits anyone over the age 18 from appearing nude in a public place with the intent that 
s/he be seen by a child less than 16 years of age. 

If a harasser is engaging in sexual conduct, masturbating, or flashing or exposing him or herself to you, 
you can report him or her for public indecency. 

Penalty: Public indecency is a class A misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 
and/or up to 1 year in jail.  

Public Nudity 
Ind. Code §35-45-4-1.5 
Indiana law also prohibits appearing nude in public without the stipulation that ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ intent be to 
arouse sexual desire. Nudity in this ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛǇǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
female breast without or through less than a fully opaque covering, or showing a discernably erect penis 
with or without clothing.  

This law specifically prohibits public nudity on school grounds, in a public park, or if the harasser does 
intend to arouse sexual desire, in any Department of Natural Resources property. 

Penalty: Public nudity is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 60 days 
in jail. If the harasser is over the age of 18 and intended for a child under the age of 16 to see him or her, 
the charge is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 180 days in jail. If 
the nudity is on school grounds, in a public park, or on property owned or managed by the Department 
of Natural Resources, the charge is a Class A misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to 
$5,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail.  

 
 

http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
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Obstructing Paths  

Obstruction of Traffic 
Ind. Code §35-42-2-4 
Lƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣέ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ  
 
If a street harasser obstructs your path in order to get your attention or prevent you from leaving a 
space, you can report him/her.  
 

Note: This law is only effective until July 1, 2014, after which it is repealed. 
 
Penalty: Obstruction of traffic is a Class B misdemeanor in Indiana, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 180 days in jail. 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Ind. Code §35-45-10-1 
Stalking is illegal in Indiana and is defined as an intentional course of conduct involving repeated or 
continuing harassment  or contact that causes the person to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated, or 
threatened.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened, 
frightened, and unsafe, you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000, and/or 6 months to 3 years in 
prison.  
 
 

Groping  

Battery & Battery by Body Waste 
Ind. Code §35-42-2-1, 6 
It is illegal in Indiana for anyone to touch another person in a rude, insolent, or angry manner.  
 
If someone does so, you can report him/her. If this action includes causing you to come in contact with 
any bodily fluid or waste, including blood, semen, urine, or feces, this is considered battery by body 
waste.  
 

¶ Note: Until July 1, 2014, battery and battery by body waste are separate crimes in Indiana. After 
July 1, 2014, §35-42-2-6, the law prohibiting battery by body waste will be repealed and §35-42-
2-1 will prohibit both battery and battery by body waste under one law. 

 
Penalty: Through July 1, 2014, battery is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 180 days in jail. Battery by body waste or a regular battery resulting in bodily injury is a 
Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to a year in jail. After July 1, 2014, 

http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar42/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar42/
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battery, including battery by body waste, is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 180 days in jail. 
 
Sexual Battery 
Ind. Code §25-42-4-8 
In Indiana, it is illegal for anyone, with the intent to arouse or satisfy sexual desire, to touch another 
person when that person is compelled by force to submit to the touching or to touch ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŀƛƭŀƴǘǎΩ 
genitals, pubic area, butt, or breasts when the person is unaware that the touching is occurring.  
 
If someone touches you in a sexual or inappropriate way without your knowledge or consent, whether 
on public transportation, in a park, on the street, or in any public place, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Through July 1, 2014, sexual battery is a Class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 
and/or between 6 months and 3 years in jail. After July 1, 2014, sexual battery is a Level 6 felony, 
punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or between 6 months and 2 and a half years in jail. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Indianapolis this number is, (317) 327-солл ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ ƛǘΩǎ όнслύ пнт-1222. In Evansville, it is 
(812) 436-7896 and in South Bend, it is (574) 235-9201.. Be prepared to provide them with:  

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information). 
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as intimidation, IC 35-45-

2-1. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ which law you should use to report an incident of street 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, visit your local police department 
for information.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location.  

o In the Metropolitan Indianapolis area, you can do this by calling 327-6682.  

o In Fort Wayne, you can do this by visiting this website, or by calling 1-800-237-STOP.  

http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar42/
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/ch2.html
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar45/ch2.html
http://www.crimestoppersfw.org/provide-info.html
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o In Evansville, you can call (812) 435-6194. In South Bend, you can do this by submitting a 
web tip online form, or by calling (574) 288-STOP. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏontact information, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ of street harassment, just tell the 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

 
 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=203&DSID=203
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Iowa 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Iowa, including verbal harassment, up-skirt photos, 
indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to 
know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Iowa, there are four laws that prohibit some forms of verbal street harassment.  
 
Assault 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 708 §708.1 
LƻǿŀΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ς covered under 
groping ς as well as the threat of injurious or offensive physical contact.  
 
If a street harasser takes any action that is either intended to cause you pain, injury, or offensive 
physical contact, or that is intended to cause you fear of pain, injury, or offensive physical contact, and 
you think that s/he is in fact able to touch you or hurt you, you can report the harasser for assault in 
Iowa. Such threatening actions might include verbal threats, following you, or other actions.  
 
If you believe that someone is following you or will attempt to hurt you, you can call 911 as soon as you 
are safe to do so. 
 
Penalty: An assault that does not result in injury is a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 
between $65 and $625 and/or up to 30 days in jail. Assault with intent to commit sexual abuse ς 
meaning that the harasser intended to have sexual contact with you or commit a sex act without your 
consent ς is an aggravated misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $625 and $6,250 and/or up to 
2 years in prison. An assault that does result in some bodily injury to you can range from an aggravated 
misdemeanor to a class C felony, with penalties as high as a fine of $10,000 and/or 10 years in prison. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 723 §723.4   
Lƴ LƻǿŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ to:  
 

¶ Engage in any fighting or violent behavior in public.  

¶ Obstruct any sidewalk, street, or other public way in order to prevent its lawful use by others.  

¶ Direct abusive epithets against someone (say abusive or insulting things about the person) or 
make any threatening gesture to the person that is likely to cause a violent reaction.  

 
If a street harasser insults you, uses abusive language to or about you, does anything that indicates s/he 
may become violent, or obstructs your path on the sidewalk, you can report him/her. 
 

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ άƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǇŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not been 
used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a 
case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   

 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
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Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a simple misdemeanor in Iowa, punishable by a fine of between $65 and 
$625 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 708 §708.7 
Lƻǿŀ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ άƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ άǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣέ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴǎΣ 
intimidates, or alarms the other person.  
 
A threatening, intimidating, or alarming action could include:  

¶ Verbal harassment 
o Insults 
o Obscene or explicit language 
o Racial, homophobic, or transphobic slurs 

¶ Other nonverbal actions such as following you or obstructing pathways.  
 
If a street harasser does something that is clearly threatening, intimidating, or alarming, you can report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Harassment in the third degree is a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $65 
and $625 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Prostitution 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 725 §725.1  
Offering to pay someone for prostitution is illegal in Iowa. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from 
you, you can report him/her. 
 
Yoǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Prostitution is an aggravated misdemeanor in Iowa, punishable by a fine of between $625 and 
$6,250 and/or up to 2 years in prison. 
 
 

Unlawful Filmi ng/Photographing  

Invasion of Privacy ς Nudity 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 709 § 709.21 
In Iowa, it is illegal for someone to photograph or film a non-consenting person if that person is fully or 
partially nude and has a reasonable expectation of privacy.  
 
If a harasser films or photographs you while you are in a public restroom, dressing room, locker room, 
hotel room, or a similar location, you can report him/her.  
 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&input=709.21
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Penalty: Invasion of privacy ς nudity is a serious misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $315 
and $1,875 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 709 §709.9  
It is illegal in Iowa for anyone to expose his or her genitals for the purpose of arousing or satisfying 
sexual desires when that person knows that his or her act will be offensive to the viewer.  
 
If a street harasser intentionally flashes or exposes his or her genitals to you in public, such as on public 
transportation, in a public park, or in any other public place, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a serious misdemeanor in Iowa, punishable by a fine of between $315 and 
$1,875 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 

 

 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 708 §708.11  
Stalking is illegal in Iowa. The actions that constitute stalking in Iowa are similar to those that constitute 
harassment, but the harassment must be repeated and intentional, must cause you fear of bodily injury 
(or injury to a member of your family), and must be something that the harasser knows or should 
reasonably know will cause you such fear.  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened 
and unsafe, you can report that person.  

 
Penalty: Stalking is an aggravated misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $625 and $6,250 
and/or up to 2 years in prison. 
   
 

Groping  

Assault 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 708 §708.1 
LƻǿŀΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ outlaws any physical contact that is insulting or offensive. 
 
 If a street harasser does touch you in an offensive way ς such as grabbing or touching your crotch, butt, 
or breasts ς or does something to make you fear that s/he intends to touch you in a sexual or offensive 
way, you can report him/her. 
 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
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Penalty: Assault without injury in general is a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between $65 
and $625 and/or up to 30 days in jail.  
 
Indecent Contact with a Child 
Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 709 §709.12  
It is illegal in Iowa for anyone over the age of 18 to fondle or touch, either over or under clothing, the 
inner thigh, groin, buttock, anus, or breast of anyone under the age of 18.  
 
If you are under 18 years old and a street harasser gropes you or grabs you in any way, or if this happens 
to a young person you care for, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent contact with a child is an aggravated misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between 
$625 and $6,250 and/or up to 2 years in prison. 
 
 

Hate Crimes 

Title XVI, Subtitle 1, Chap. 729 §729A.1   
Iowa provides particular protections from crimes committed because of bias or prejudice. The statute 
ƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ άtŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Lƻǿŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
right to be free from any violence, or intimidation by threat of violence, committed against their persons 
or property because of their race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, political affiliation, sex, sexual 
ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ  
 
If a street harasser assaults you because of your sex, race, sexual orientation, or another protected 
category, this harassment may be considered a hate crime. You can report any crime the person has 
committed, as well as any indication of hate or bias ς such as using a racial, homophobic, or gender-
based slur ς to the police. 
 
Penalty: An assault in violation of individual rights ς a hate crime ς is a serious misdemeanor if no injury 
results from it. A serious misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of between $315 and $1,875 and/or up to 
1 year in jail. If the assault results in injury to you, or the harasser uses or displays a weapon, the charges 
range from an aggravated misdemeanor to a Class D felony, with penalties as high as a fine of $7,500 
and/or 5 years in prison. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Des Moines, this number is (515) 283-4811 and in CedaǊ wŀǇƛŘǎ ƛǘΩǎ όомфύ нус-5491. In Davenport, it 
is (563) 326-7979 and in Iowa City, it is (319) 356-5275. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
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o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, Iowa Code 

§ 708.7. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/hŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example in Iowa City, you can 
report crimes like harassing phone calls by completing this online webform. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location.  

o In Des Moines, you can do this by completing the online tip form, by calling 515-223-
1400, or by texting the number 274637 and beginning the message with PCCS. 

o  In Cedar Rapids, you can do this by texting the number 274637 and beginning the 
message with 5227.  

o In Iowa City, you can do this by calling (319) 358-TIPS. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/cool-ice/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=iowacode&ga=83&input=708.7
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/cool-ice/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=iowacode&ga=83&input=708.7
https://sslws043.alentus.com/icgov/pol/
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=772&DSID=772
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Kansas 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Kansas, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Kansas, the general harassment law refers specifically to harassing communications in writing or by 
phone. But you can report some forms of verbal street harassment under two other laws: assault or 
disorderly conduct. 
 
Assault 
Chap. 21, Article 54 §5412 
In Kansas, knowingly putting someone in fear of immediate bodily harm is an assault. (Actually touching 
or harming someone is battery.)  
 
If someone is doing some action that makes you fear s/he will immediately hurt you, such as raising his 
or her hand to you or threatening you, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Assault is a Class C person misdemeanor in Kansas, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up 
to 1 month in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Chap. 21, Article 62 §6203 
Disorderly conduct prohibits behavior άthe person knows or should know will alarm, anger or disturb 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ This includes:  
 

¶ Using fighting words. 

¶ Engaging in noisy conduct that would reasonably arouse alarm, anger, or resentment in others.  
 
If a harasser tries to pick a fight with you by insulting you or uses a very loud voice while harassing you, 
you can report him/her.  

¶ Note: Fighting words are defined in Kansas ŀǎ άwords that by their very utterance inflict injury or 
tend to incite the listener to an immediate breach of the peace,έ or, a violent reaction. It a 
άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ  

o Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws 
usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, 
and if enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied 
more often.   

Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or one 
month in jail. 
 
 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_054_0000_article/021_054_0012_section/021_054_0012_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_062_0000_article/021_062_0003_section/021_062_0003_k/


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 108 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photography  

Breach of Privacy 
Chap. 21, Article 61, §6101 
It is illegal in Kansas for anyone to film or photograph a non-consenting person for the purpose of 
viewing ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body or undergarments or with the intent to invade the peǊǎƻƴΩǎ privacy: 
 

¶ Under or through his/her clothing.  

¶ When the person is in a state of undress and under circumstances in which the person should 
have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛǊǘέ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ǌƻom, locker room, or other similar 
place are illegal and you have the right to report a harasser who does or who attempts to film or 
photograph you. It is also illegal for him or her to disseminate any such video or photograph. 
 
Penalty: A breach of privacy by taking illegal video or photographs of you is a level 8 person felony, 
punishable by a fine of up to $100,000 and/or between 7 and 9 months in jail. A breach of privacy that 
consists of disseminating a video, photo, film, or other image obtained in violation of this law is a level 5 
person felony, punishable by a fine of up to $300,000 and/or between 31 and 34 months in prison. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Lewd and Lascivious Behavior 
Chap. 21, Article 55 §5513 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳ άƭŜǿŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜȄ ŀŎǘ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
exposure of a sex organ. Public exposure of a sex organ is illegal in Kansas when done with the intent to 
ŀǊƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
who has not consented to the act.  
 
If a street harasser flashes or exposes him or herself to you, in a public place, such as a park, on public 
transportation, or in a store, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Lewd and lascivious behavior is a Class B misdemeanor if committed in the presence of 
someone 16 years or older, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. If the act 
is committed in the presence of someone younger than 16 years old, lewd and lascivious behavior is a 
severity level 9 person felony, punishable by a fine of up to $100,000 and/or between 5 and 7 months in 
jail. 

 

 
Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
  
Stalking 
Chap. 21, Article 54, §5427 
Stalking ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŜngaging ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜǎ ƻƴŜ 
of two requirements:  

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_061_0000_article/021_061_0001_section/021_061_0001_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_055_0000_article/021_055_0013_section/021_055_0013_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_054_0000_article/021_054_0027_section/021_054_0027_k/
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¶ The person knows his or her actions will cause the other person to fear for his/her safety.  

¶ Those actions would cause a reasonable person to fear for his or her safety and do in fact cause 
someone to be afraid. 

 
 ! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴce a 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
the actions that constitute a prohibited course of conduct. 
 
If a street harasser follows you, harasses you repeatedly, or does any two actions that make you fear for 
your safety, you can report him or her for stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class A person misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up to 1 
year in prison. 
 
 

Groping  

Battery 
Chap. 21, Article 54 §5413 
.ŀǘǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ƛǎ άƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ or knowingly 
causing physical contact with another pŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳŘŜΣ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀƴƎǊȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦέ  
 
If a street harasser touches you in an offensive way ς including groping you ς or is violent toward you, 
you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Battery is a Class B person misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 5 
months in jail. 
 
Sexual Battery  
Chapter 21, Article 55 §5505 
Sexual battery is the touching of someone without his or her consent and with the intent to arouse or 
satisfy sexual desire. The law is quite broad ς it does not specify particular parts of the body or whether 
the touching must be without clothes.  
 
If someone touches you in a sexual or inappropriate way, even through your clothing or his or hers, you 
can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Sexual battery is a Class A person misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and/or up 
to 1 year in prison. 

 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police 

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_054_0000_article/021_054_0013_section/021_054_0013_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_055_0000_article/021_055_0005_section/021_055_0005_k/
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o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  
 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Wichita, this number is (316) 268-пннм ŀƴŘ ƛƴ hǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ tŀǊƪ ƛǘΩǎ όфмоύ уфр-6300. In Kansas City, it is 
(816) 234-5111 and in Topeka, it is (785) 368-9551. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information). 
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, K.S.A. § 

21-4113. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ of street 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. 

o In Overland Park, you can report crimes like harassing phone calls using this webform.  

o In Kansas City, you can use this webform.  

o In Topeka, you can report using this webform. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location.  

o In Wichita, you can do this by calling either 316-267-2111 or 1-800-222-TIPS. You can 
also text the number 274637 and begin the message with TIP217, or complete this 
webform.  

o In Kansas City, you can do this by calling 816-474-8477 or texting the number 247637 
and beginning the message with TIP452.  

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://kansasstatutes.lesterama.org/Chapter_21/Article_41/21-4113.html
http://kansasstatutes.lesterama.org/Chapter_21/Article_41/21-4113.html
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=217
http://www.itxcentrix.com/agency.php?a=2
http://www.topeka.org/tpd/clreport.shtml
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=217
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Kentucky 

 
A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Kentucky, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are three laws that can apply to various types of verbal harassment in Kentucky. 
  
Disorderly Conduct in the Second Degree 
KRS Chapter 525, §60 
KentuckyΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
threatening behavior or making unreasonable noise with the intent to cause a public inconvenience, 
annoyance, or alarm.  
 
If a harasser is saying anything that makes you fear s/he will follow or harm you, or if the harasser is 
shouting and otherwise making loud noises, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $250, imprisonment 
for up to 90 days, or both. 
 
Harassment 
KRS Chapter 525, §70 
¦ƴŘŜǊ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ anyone to threaten or intimidate, harass, annoy, or 
alarm someone in a public place by making an offŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ άŎƻŀǊǎŜέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭay or by 
using abusive language.  
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊƪΣ ƻƴ ŀ ōǳǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ 
explicit or inappropriate comment, vulgar gesture, or uses abusive language, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $250, imprisonment for up 
to 90 days, or both. 
 
Loitering 
KRS Chapter 525, §90 
It is illegal for anyone to loiter in or around school, college, or university buildings or grounds without 
having a legitimate reason to be there and without having responsibility for a student at the institution.  
 
If you see an adult hanging around school grounds, harassing students or others, you can report 
him/her.  
 
Penalty: Loitering is a violation, punishable by a fine.  
 

 
 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=19925
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19926
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19928
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Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Voyeurism 
KRS Chapter 531 §90 
In Kentucky, it is illegal for a person to photograph or record a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ genitals or 
breasts if that person is in a place where s/he should ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
recorded.  
 
While the law does not specify examples of places, it seems broad enough to incorporate public places. 
So, for example, if a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise 
observes or photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her.  

Penalty: Voyeurism is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500, imprisonment for up 
to a year, or both. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure in the First Degree 
KRS Chapter 510 §148 
In Kentucky, it is illegal for a harasser to intentionally expose his or her genitals when s/he should know 
that doing so is likely to alarm a person who is younger than 18 years old.  
 
If a harasser flashes you or exposes her or himself to you in a public place and you are younger than 18, 
or someone you care for or know is, you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure in the first degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$250 and/or up to 90 days in jail.  
 
Indecent Exposure in the Second Degree 
KRS Chapter 510, §150 
In Kentucky, it is illegal for a harasser to intentionally expose his or her genitals when s/he should know 
that doing so is likely to alarm a person who is 18 years old or older.  
 
If a harasser flashes you or exposes her or himself to you in a public place and you are at least 18 years 
old, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$250 and/or up to 90 days in jail.  
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20013
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19773
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19774
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Harassment 
KRS Chapter 525, §70 
¦ƴŘŜǊ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻn around in a public 
place with the intent to intimidate, harass, annoy, or alarm that person. Unlike nearly every other state, 
this only has to happen once before it is a crime.  
 
The first time a street harasser follows you and you feel harassed, annoyed or alarmed, you can report 
that person using this law.  
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $250, imprisonment for up 
to 90 days, or both. 
 
 

Groping  

Sexual Abuse in the First Degree 
KRS Chapter 510 §110 
In Kentucky, groping is considered sexual abuse in the first degree. This law prohibits anyone from 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ 
prohibits sexual contact with a person who is unable to give consent due to their young age or a 
disability.  
 
If a harasser touches or grabs you on an intimate or private part of your body using physical force, or 
physically forces you to touch him or her on a private part of his or her body, you can report him or her 
for sexual abuse in the first degree. 
 
Penalty: Sexual abuse in the first degree is a Class D felony, punishable by between 1 and 5 years in 
prison. If the person assaulted is younger than 12 years old, sexual abuse in the first degree is a Class C 
Felony, punishable by between 5 and 10 years in prison.  
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ Call the local ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Louisville, this number is (502) 574-тммм ŀƴŘ ƛƴ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ όурфύ нру-3600. In Bowling Green, it is 
(270) 393-4000 and in Owensboro, it is (270) 687-8888. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information). 
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, KRS § 

525.070. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜport an incident of street 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19926
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19768
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=19926
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=19926
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ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, in Lexington, you can 
report things such as harassing communications via webform. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location.  

o In Louisville, you can do this by calling 502-574-5673, by texting the number 274637 and 
beginning the message with LMPD, or by submitting via webform.  

o In Lexington, you can do this 877-970-2020, by texting the number 274637 and 
beginning the message with Tips2020, or by submitting via webform.  

o In South Central Kentucky, you can do this by calling either 781-CLUE or 866-842-CLUE. 
You can also submit a tip via webform.  

o In Owensboro, you can call 270-687-8484. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

If someone tries to tell you ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

http://www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=2715
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=563
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=710
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=533
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Louisiana 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Louisiana, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are two laws in Louisiana that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disturbing the Peace 
§14.103 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
street harassment behaviors. The relevant section reads: 
 

ά5ƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ is the doing of any of the following in such manner as would foreseeably 
ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΥ ώΧϐ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ŘŜǊƛǎƛǾŜΣ ƻǊ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ 
other person who is lawfully in any street, or other public place; or call him [or her] by any 
offensive or derisive name, or make any noise or exclamation in his presence and hearing with 
the intent to deride, offend, or annoy him, or to prevent him from pursuing his lawful business, 
ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŘǳǘȅΦέ 

 
Essentially, if you are lawfully in a public place, you have the right to be free from offensive verbal 
harassment. If someone insults you, uses obscene language toward you, or otherwise verbally harasses 
you or prevents you from pursuing the business of your day, you can report him or her for disturbing the 
peace in Louisiana.  
 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƭŀǿ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀŎǘǎ 
correspond very closely to typical verbal street harassment. But nonetheless, this is a law that regulates 
speech, and so to make your best case when reporting a disturbance of the peace in Louisiana, we 
recommend taking a look at our guide to fighting words and the First Amendment. 
  
Penalty: Disturbing the peace in Louisiana is punishable by a fine of up to $100 and/or up to 90 days in 
jail. 
 
Soliciting for Prostitutes 
§14.83  
Soliciting for prostitution is illegal in Louisiana. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you 
can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 

http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=78253
http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=78679


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 116 
 

Penalty: Soliciting for prostitutes is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
However, if the person being solicited is under 18 years old, the penalty rises to a fine of up to $50,000 
and/or between 15 and 50 years in prison. If the person being solicited is under 14 years old, the fine 
may be as high as $75,000 and prison time may be between 25 and 50 years. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Video Voyeurism 
§14.283 
It is illegal in Louisiana for anyone to photograph or videotape a non-consenting person ŦƻǊ άŀ ƭŜǿŘ ŀƴd 
ƭŀǎŎƛǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ It is also illegal for anyone to disseminate such an image or recording ς such as by 
text message or e-mail ς or to share it on the Internet. 
 
If a harasser takes an up-skirt photo of you, or records some other image or video of the private area of 
your body, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Video voyeurism is punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 2 years in prison. If the 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻŦ άŀƴȅ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƻƭŀ ƻǊ ƻŦ ŀny 
ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƛŎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴǳǎΣ ŎƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎΣ ǾǳƭǾŀΣ ƻǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀǎ 
$10,000 and/or between 1 and 5 years in prison. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Obscenity 
§14.106  
In Louisiana, there are two aspects to the indecent exposure law.  
 

1. It is illegal for a harasser to expose his or her genitals, butt, or breasts in a public place in a way 
that either arouses sexual desire, appeals to prurient (sexual) interest, or is patently offensive.  
 
If a street harasser flashes or exposes him or herself to you, you can report him/her. 

 
2. It is also illegal for a harasser to solicit or entice an unmarried person under the age of 17 to 

expose him or herself in public.  
 
If you are under 17 and a street harasser asks you expose yourself to him or her, or if this 
happens to a young person you care for, you can report the harasser for obscenity. 

 
Penalty: Obscenity is punishable by a fine of between $1,000 and $2,500 and/or between 6 months and 
3 years in prison. If the forms of obscenity described here are directed at someone less than 17 years of 
age, the penalty may be as high as a fine of $10,000 and /or 5 years in prison. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=78391
http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=78258
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Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
§14.40.2 
SǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ Χ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭd cause a reasonable 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀƭŀǊƳŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦέ IŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ άǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǾŜǊōŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƴƻƴǾŜǊōŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
If you experience street harassment more than once from the same person, whether someone 
repeatedly follows you in your neighborhood, where you work, or near your school, repeatedly 
communicates with you without your consent, and/or repeatedly gives you reason to fear bodily harm 
or sexual assault, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Stalking is punishable by a fine of between $500 and $1,000 and between 30 days and 1 year in 
jail. Anyone convicted of stalking in Louisiana must also participate in either a psychiatric evaluation 
and/or court-approved counseling. 
 
 

Groping  

Simple Battery 
§14.33 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ƭŀǿ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣέ 
but a representative of the state police department defined it to a SSH staff member by phone as 
touching someone without his or her consent.  
 
If a street harasser grabs your crotch, this is sexual battery; but any other touching without your consent ς of 
your thigh, your breasts, your butt, or even grabbing your hand or your arm in the context of street 
harassment or sexual harassment ς would be considered simple battery, and you can report this to the police. 
 
Penalty: Simple battery is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Sexual Battery  
§14.43.1 
Sexual battery occurs when someone intentionally touches a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ genitals or anus 
with their own body or with any instrument or intentionally causes that person to come in contact with 
ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ genitals or anus. 
 
If a street harasser grabs your buttocks or your crotch, rubs against you, or touches you in any other 
sexual way, you can report him/her. 
 

¶ Note: Sexual battery is also a crime that may be considered a hate crime in Louisiana if it is done 
with any intentional bias on the part of the harasser. If a harasser indicates any hate or bias 
against you because of your actual or perceived race, age, gender, religion, color, creed, 
disability, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, you can report this to the police as 
well. An indication of hate might be a gendered, racial, homophobic, or transphobic slur. 

http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=78515
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=78437
http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=78532
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Penalty: Sexual battery is punishable by up to 10 years in prison. Sexual battery that constitutes a hate 
crime may incur an additional sentence of a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
New Orleans, this number is (504) 821-нннн ŀƴŘ ƛƴ .ŀǘƻƴ wƻǳƎŜ ƛǘΩǎ όннрύ оуф-2000. In Shreveport, 
it is (318) 673-2583 and in Metairie, it is (504) 835-3116. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information). 
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Stalking, La. R.S. 

14:40.2. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. Visit your local police department 
for information.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location.  

o In New Orleans, you can do this by calling either 504-822-1111 or 1-877-903-STOP or by 
using their webform. The New Orleans webform can also be used for Metairie.  

o In Baton Rouge, you can call either 225-344-STOP or 877-723-7867. You can also text 
the number 274637 and begin the message with CS225, or submit a webform.  

o In Shreveport, you can do this by calling 318-673-7373, submitting a webtip, or by 
texting 274637 and beginning the message with CADDO. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǉrovided your contact information, within a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

If someone tries to tell you that street harassment άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=78515
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=78515
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=351
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=321
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=274
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Maine 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Maine, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 

 
Verbal Harassment  

Lƴ aŀƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ 
harassment law requires the involvement of a law enforcement officer to establish criminal liability; 
however you can report first-time harassment as disorderly conduct. Engaging a law enforcement officer 
can help prevent future harassment and potentially establish liability if the harassment is repeated. 
 
Criminal Threatening  
Title 17-A, Chap 9. §209 
Maine has a law against threatening defined as, άƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ [placing] another person in 
fear ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦέ  
 
If a street harasser threatens you, and you believe s/he will actually harm you, you can call 911 as soon 
as you are safe to do so. 
 
Penalty: Criminal threatening is a Class D crime, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 17-A, Chap. 21 §501-A 
aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ someone from: 
 

¶ Making loud and unreasonable noise in a public place. 

¶ Engaging in fighting.  

¶ Accosting, insulting, taunting, or challenging another person άǿƛǘƘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ŘŜǊƛǎƛǾŜΣ ƻǊ 
annoying words, ƻǊ ōȅ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƭƭƛŎƛǘ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ 
response from an ordinary person in the same situation.  

 
If a street harasser insults you, taunts you, or accosts you, or loudly harasses you, you can report the 
injurious language or harassment to the police. 
 

¶ Note: This statute is what is commonly known as a άfighting wordsέ law based on the 
άreasonable manέ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person 
fighting back, these laws usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can 
still try using it, and if enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be 
applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a Class E crime, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec209.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec501-A.html
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Harassment  
Article 17-A, Chap. 21, §506-A 
The crime of harassment applies in Maine when someone continues to harass, torment, or threaten 
another person after being instructed by a law enforcement officer, in writing or otherwise, not to do 
so. This harassment law is narrow and in order for charges to be brought against a harasser: 
 

o You must report harassment when it first happens. 
o A police officer must determine it is appropriate to issue a warning to the harasser. 
o TƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ άcourse of conduct with the intent to harass, 
ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴΦέ ό! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ н ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘǎΦύ  

 
If you find you are repeatedly being harassed by the same person ς whether on your commute to work, 
near your school, or any place at all ς you can take the necessary steps to hold that person accountable 
for harassment. These are the steps: 
 

1. Report the initial incident(s) as harassing actions or as any of the other applicable crimes listed 
in our toolkit.  

2. Police will need to identify the harasser, so provide any identifying information that you can ς a 
description of the harasser, the location of the incident, and even a picture on your camera 
phone can help.  

3. If police issue the harasser a warning to cease his or her behavior, ask for that warning to be put 
in writing and request a copy.  

4. If you experience further harassment, continue to report it.  
5. After someone has violated a warning from a police officer, s/he may be charged with the crime 

of harassment. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a Class E crime, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in 
jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Violation of Privacy  
Title 17-A, Chap. 21 §511  
It is considered a violation of privacy in Maine for someone to use any device (including a mirror or a cell 
phone) for observing, recording, or photographing a non-consenting person:  
 

¶ In a private place where one should reasonably expect to be free from surveillance. 
 
If a harasser films or photographs you someplace like public restrooms, dressing rooms, locker 
rooms, and hotel rooms, you can report him/her.   
 

¶ In a place where a person should expect the private part of his or her body to be concealed and 
άǎŀŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜΦέ  
 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs or records your private areas in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 

 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec506-A.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec511.html
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Penalty: Violation of privacy is a Class D crime, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Conduct  
Title 17-A, Chap. 15 §854 
It is illegal in Maine for anyone to engage in a sexual act in a public place or to expose his or her genitals 
under circumstances that s/he knows are likely to cause affront or alarm in: 
 

¶ A public place, including a motor vehicle.  

¶ A private place, such as at a party, in an office, or in a school hallway.  
 
If a harasser flashes or otherwise exposes him or herself to you or is masturbating in front of you, and 
you feel alarmed or affronted, you can report that person for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent conduct is a Class E crime, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
 

Obstructing Your Path  

Obstructing Public Ways 
Title 17-1, Chap. §505  
It is illegal in Maine for anyone to unreasonably obstruct pedestrian traffic on any public sidewalk or any 
public way and to refuse to cease the obstruction when told to do so by a law enforcement officer.  
 
If a harasser obstructs your path in order to get your attention or to prevent you from leaving a space, 
you have the right to report him/her to a law enforcement officer.  
 
Penalty: Obstructing public ways is a Class E crime, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Criminal Threatening  
Title 17-A, Chap 9. §209 
Criminal threatening is simply ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ [placing] another person in fear of 
ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦέ  
 
If a harasser does something that makes you fear imminent injury, you can report him/her. 
 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec854.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec505.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec209.html
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¶ Note: Although the most common street harassment action that might make you fear imminent 
ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ violate the criminal 
threatening law.  

 
Penalty: Criminal threatening is a Class D crime, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
Stalking 
Title 17-A, Chap. 9 §210-A 
Stalking is defined as someone knowingly or intentionally engaging in a course of conduct ς two or more 
acts ς that would cause a reasonable person: 
 

¶ Tƻ άǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦέ 

¶ To fear bodily injury, death, harm to ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ property or pet(s).  
 
A serious inconvenience is defined in the law as occurring when a person άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ [modifies] actions 
ƻǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊ ƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
άmoving from an established residence, changing daily routines, changing routes to and from work, 
ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻǊ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ŀ ƧƻōΦέ  
 
If repeated harassment from a single person causes you a serious inconvenience, you can report that 
person for stalking.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class D crime, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 

 

Groping  

Unlawful Sexual Touching 
Title 17-A, Chap. 11 §260 
It is illegal in Maine for anyone to touch a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōreasts, buttocks, groin, or inner 
thigh, directly or through clothing, and for the purpose of arousing or gratifying sexual desire.  
 
If someone touches you in this way, you can report it to the police if:  
 

¶ Yƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ άŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛŜǎŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎΦέ  

¶ You are unconscious at the time. 

¶ You submit to the sexual touching as a result of compulsion. 

¶ You are younger than 14 years old.  
 
LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άƛƳǇƭƛŜŘƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛŜǎŎŜŘΦέ Lǘ 
should be the responsibility of the person initiating sexual contact to get consent from you, not your 
responsibility to ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ 
the law that could allow a police officer or a judge to put the burden of consent on your rather than the 
harasser.  
 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec210-A.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec260.html
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¶ If someone is touching you inappropriately and you feel safe to do so, the best way to 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ά{ǘƻǇ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ  

¶ The law does not state that you must verbally reject the sexual touching; you might also 
demonstrate your lack of consent by moving away from the harasser or by some other action. 

 
9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦ 
If someone is touching you without your consent, you can report him/her to the police if you want. 
 
Penalty: Unlawful sexual touching is a Class D crime, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 
year in jail. 
 

 
Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Augusta, this number is (207) 626-нотл ŀƴŘ ƛƴ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ όнлтύ утп-8575. Lƴ !ǳōǳǊƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ όнлтύ 
333-6601. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, 17-A M.R. 

§ 506-A. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, both Portland and 
Auburn have an online reporting form where you can report crimes like harassment and sexual 
assault and you can even upload a photo of the perpetrator.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Augusta, you can do this by calling 207-620-8009. You can also do this by using the 
Augusta Crime Stopper Web form where you can report crimes.  

o Portland also allows you to submit an anonymous web tip, call (207) 874-8584, or text 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ άDh¢/I!έ ǘƻ нтпсот ό/wLa9{ύΦ  

http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/maine
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/maine
http://police.portlandmaine.gov/coplogic/start-report.html
http://www.auburnmaine.gov/Pages/Government/Police-Report
http://www.augustacrimestoppers.org/Report.htm
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=797
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¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 
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Maryland 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Maryland, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are three laws in Maryland that prohibit some form of verbal harassment.  
 
Disturbing the Peace and Disorderly Conduct 
Md. Criminal Law, Title 10, Subtitle 2 §201 
aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
of actions, including: 
 

¶ ά²ƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘώƛƴƎϐ ƻǊ ƘƛƴŘŜǊώƛƴƎϐ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜέ όŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴύ. 

¶ !ŎǘƛƴƎ άƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ 

¶ CŀƛƭƛƴƎ άǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ 
ŀ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ 

 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άŀ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊέ ƻǊ ŀ Řƛǎǘurbance of the public peace, but these 
phrases generally refer to things like using offensive language and fighting. If a street harasser is yelling 
at you, insulting you, using obscene language, or otherwise making a scene, you can report him or her 
for disturbing the peace and disorderly conduct.  
 
Penalty: Disturbing the public peace and disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 
up to $500 and/or up to 60 days in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Md. Criminal Law, Title 3, Subtitle 8 §803 
aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ addresses people who, with the intent to harass, alarm or annoy,  
 

¶ Follow ȅƻǳ άƛƴ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿalk or through a 
park. 

¶ άMaliciously engage in a course of conduct that alarms or seriously annoys.έ  
 
If a street harasser follows you or repeatedly annoys or alarms you with what s/he is saying, you can 
report him/her.  
 

¶ Note: Under this statute, you must first tell him or her to stop bothering you Ǿƛŀ ŀ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ 
ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ά{ǘƻǇ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ 
ƳŜΗέ ƻǊ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎκƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΦ Iƻǿ ever you choose to 
handle the situation, know that if someone continues to follow or purposefully annoy you after 
being told to stop, you can report him/him. 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
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Penalty: Harassment is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Soliciting Prostitution 
Md. Criminal Law, Title 11, Subtitle 3 §306a(5) 
{ƻƭƛŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦέ If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ inappropriate for a 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Soliciting prostitution is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/P hotography : 

Visual Surveillance with Prurient Intent 
Md. Criminal Law, Title 3, Subtitle 9 §902 
It is illegal in Maryland for anyone to: 
 

1. Observe a non-consenting person ς including surveillance by direct sight, by mirror, or by 
camera ς in a private place where that person should reasonably expect privacy while changing 
or disrobing.  
 
If a harasser records you while you are in a private place like your own home or public 
restrooms, dressing rooms, or locker rooms, you can report him/her.  
 

2. Observe any private area of a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ άǳƴŘŜǊ 
circumstances in which a reasonable person would believe that the private area of the 
individual would not be visible to the public, regardless of whether the individual is in a public 
ƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 
 
If a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise observes or 
photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him or her to the police for visual 
surveillance with prurient intent. (Prurient means of an excessive sexual interest.) 

 
Penalty: Visual surveillance with prurient interest is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 
and/or up to 1 year in jail. In addition, the statute states that anyone who is illegally surveilled has a 
cause of action for a civil suit and may seek damages in court. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 127 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Md. Criminal Law, Title 11, Subtitle 1 §107  
MŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǾŀƎǳŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ άŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊΦέ LƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
genitals or buttocks in a public place, under circumstances that are likely to offend or alarm others.  
 
If a street harasser flashes you or exposes him or herself to you in Maryland, you can report that person 
for indecent exposure. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 3 years in 
prison. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Md. Criminal Code, Title 3, Subtitle 8 §802 
SǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƳŀƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ 
which the harasser knows or reasonably should know that his or her conduct will create the fear of 
seǊƛƻǳǎ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘΣ ǊŀǇŜΣ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 
pattern of conduct, composed of a series of acts over time ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ  
 
If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened 
and unsafe, you can report that person.  

 
Penalty: Stalking is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison.  

 
 
Groping  

Sexual Offense in the Fourth Degree 
Md. Criminal Code, Title 3, Subtitle 3 §308  
Sexual contact is intentionally touching a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ άƎŜƴƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŀƭΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
for sexual arousal ƻǊ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀōǳǎŜ.  
 
If a street harasser grabs your crotch, butt, or breasts ς whether on the street, in a store, on public 
transportation, or any place at all ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: A sexual offense in the fourth degree is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
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Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Annapolis, this number is (410) 222-8610 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ 311, or (443) 236-нннл ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  Lƴ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ όпмлύ омо-2200. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, Md. 

Criminal law Code Ann. § 3-803. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ 
incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, in Annapolis, you can 
use this form to report crimes like disorderly conduct. In Columbia, you can use this form to 
report things like harassing phone calls. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Baltimore, you can do this by calling 410-276-8888 or by submitting their web form.  

o In Annapolis or Columbia, you can do this submitting a web form, as well.  

o You can also text the number 274637 (CRIMES) and begin thŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ άa/{έ ŦƻǊ 
all three cities. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/maryland
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/maryland
http://www.aacounty.org/Police/crimeReport.cfm#.Un5DWRbaYyE
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/filepolicereport.htm
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=629
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=629
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Massachusetts 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Massachusetts, including verbal harassment, up-
skirt photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
Note: Many statutes throughout the Massachusetts Code name crimes and their penalties, but they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀŎǘǎΦ When this happens, we include the definitions and descriptions of each 
crime from information found in the juror instruction sheets published here by the Massachusetts Court 
System.  
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are five laws in Massachusetts that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 

¶ Note: aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΩ ƭŀǿ also contains another statute that is relevant to street harassment but 
is vaguely written and poorly defined. It is Chapter 272: Crimes Against Chastity, Morality, 
Decency, and Good Order, includes Section 53, ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΦέ  

o Section 53 of the statute prescribes a penalty for accosting and annoying persons of the 
opposite sex, wanton and lewd speech or behavior, indecent exposure, disorderly 
conduct, and disturbing the peace.  

o None of these offenses are defined in the statute. 
 
Accosting or Annoying a Person of the Opposite Sex 
Chap. 272 §53(a) 
Massachusetts law prescribes a penalty for persons who: 
 

ά²ith offensive and disorderly acts or language accost ƻǊ ŀƴƴƻȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎŜȄΦέ  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƎǊŜƎƛƻǳǎ ǾŜǊōŀƭ 
harassment by a man against a woman (or vice versa). 
 
In order for a court to find someone guilty of accosting or annoying a person of the opposite sex, that 
person must be of the opposite sex from you and have knowingly engaged in an offensive and disorderly 
act(s) or language, clearly directed at you, that would be offensive to a reasonable person.  
 
Disorderlȅ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ at least one of the 
following: 
 

¶ Threatening 

¶ Fighting 

¶ Violent or tumultuous behavior 

¶ Creating a hazardous condition 

¶ Creating a physically offensive condition that amounts to an invasion of privacy. 
 

http://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/districtcourt/jury-instructions/criminal/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section53


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 130 
 

Disorderly conduct also can include sexually explicit language in Massachusetts as sǳŎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ άƳŀȅ 
be inherently threatening when it is directed at particular individuals in settings in which such 
communications are inappropriate and likely ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦέ  
 
If a person of the opposite sex is directing sexually explicit language toward you to the degree that it is 
threatening, or doing something else that meets the requirements above, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Accosting and annoying a person of the opposite sex is punishable by a fine up to $200 and/or 
up to six months in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct & Disturbing the Peace 
Chap. 272 §53(b) 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΣέ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ƭŀǿ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ Penalty for 
άŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ  
 
Disorderly acts or language are those that involve:  
 

¶ Fighting 

¶ Violent or tumultuous behavior 

¶ Creating hazardous conditions 

¶ Creating a physically offensive condition that amounts to an invasion of privacy 

¶ Threats.  
 
The juror instructions for άŀŎŎƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎŜȄέ state that disorderly 
conduct can include sexual explicit language that is inherently threatening; however the juror 
instructions for disorderly conduct do not include this specification.   
 
DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ άŀŎŎƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎŜȄέ ŎƻǾŜǊ disorderly conduct, it may be the best one to use if you are harassed by someone of 
the opposite sex.  
 
If someone of the same sex harasses you ς especially if the harassment involves a threat or any violent 
or tumultuous behavior ς you can report the harŀǎǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ όά¢ǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ 
noisy or uproarious, and so a street harasser that is yelling at you or making a scene may be engaging in 
tumultuous behavior.) 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct and disturbing the peace is punishable by a fine up to $150. 
 
Disorderliness in Public Conveyances & Disturbance of Travelers 
Title 1, Chap. 272 §43 
Massachusetts law prohibits disorderly conduct and disturbing or annoying passengers by using 
άǇǊƻŦŀƴŜΣ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊέ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
άŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜǎέ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ  
 
If someone is harassing you on public transportation, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disorderliness in public conveyances and disturbance of travelers is punishable by 1 month in 
jail. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section53
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section43
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Enticement of a Child Under Age 16 
Title I, Chap. 265 §26C 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘƛŎŜ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мс ǘƻ άŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŜȄƛǘ 
ƻǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ŀ 
crime (such as indecent assault).  
 
If you are 15 years of age or younger, or someone you care for or know is, and a street harasser tries to 
entice you to either leave, go into, or stay in any space ς whether a vehicle, house, building, or other 
outdoor space, and you fear s/he plans to hurt you in some way or otherwise commit a crime, you can 
report that person to the police.  
 
Penalty: Enticing a child under the age of 16 is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 5 years 
in prison. 
 
Soliciting for a Prostitute 
Part IV, Title I, Chap. 272 §8 
Soliciting for a prostitute is illegal in Massachusetts. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, 
you can report him/her. 
 
You can also ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Soliciting for a prostitute is punishable by a fine of between $1,000 and $5,000 and/or up to 2 
and a half years in prison. 
 
 
Unlawful Filming/Photographing  

Photographing, Videotaping, or Electronically Surveiling a Nude Person 
Title I, Chap. 272 §105 
It is illegal in Massachusetts for anyone to secretly photograph, viŘŜƻǘŀǇŜΣ ƻǊ άŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭέ ǘƘŜ 
private areas of your body when and where you should have a reasonable expectation of privacy from 
being photographed.  
 

¶ This applies to any place you might use to undress or change clothes, including your home and 
public places like restrooms, locker rooms, tanning booths, dressing rooms or similar spaces.  

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛǊǘΣέ άŘƻǿƴ-ōƭƻǳǎŜΣέ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ Ŏƭƻthing. 

 
If someone is inappropriately photographing or recording you, you can report him/her.  
 

¶ Note: This statute gives law enforcement officers the right to arrest without a warrant anyone 
s/he reasonably believes has broken this law. It also states that any such photos or tapes shall 
only be made available to court and law enforcement personnel ς not to the general public. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section26c
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section8
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section105
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Penalty: Photographing, videotaping, or electronically surveiling a nude person is punishable by a fine of 
up to $5,000 and/or up to 2 and a half years in prison. Disseminating such photo(s) or recording(s) is 
punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 
 
Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Part IV, Title I, Chap. 272 §53(a) 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ άtŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎέ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ƭŀǿ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǊ άƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƧǳǊƻǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜΥ that 
the person exposed his or her genitals to one or more persons, that s/he did so intentionally, and that 
one or more persons were offended by the exposure. 
 
If someone intentionally exposes him or herself to you or flashes you and you are offended by the 
action, you can report him/him. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is punishable by a fine of up to $200 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Open and Gross Lewdness and Lascivious Behavior 
Part IV, Title I, Chap. 272 §16 
Open and gross lewdness and lascivious behavior occurs when someone openly and intentionally 
exposes his or her genitals, butt, or breasts, or masturbates in public, so as to (and actually does) shock 
or alarm one or more other people.  
 
The juror instruction form for open and gross lewdness and lascivious behavior states that such an act is 
of a more serious nature than the crime of indecent exposure (such as occurring in the presence of a 
ŎƘƛƭŘύ ŀƴŘ άmust actually produce alarm or shock that is a serious negative emotional experience, and 
not just nervousness and offense." 
 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or to others in a way that is shocking and alarming, you 
can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Open and gross lewdness and lascivious behavior is punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 and/or 
up to 3 years in prison. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Criminal Harassment 
Chap. 265 §43A 
IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άwillfully and maliciously [engaging] in a knowing pattern of 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƭŀǊƳ 
you, and that would cause a reasonable person substantial emotional distress. This includes being 
followed.  

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section53
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter272/Section16
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section43A
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If the same person, on more than one occasion, follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened 
and unsafe, you can report that person. You have the right to file for court protection from harassment 
ς see the section below on how to do that. 
 

Note: The criminal harassment law ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ άreasonable manέ ƭŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀǿ 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
cause a reasonable person substantial emotional distress. But you do have the right to report 
repeated street harassment, especially if the harasser uses offensive or sexually explicit 
language, threatens you, or escalates his or her behavior (such as yelling at you or following 
you). 

 
Penalty: Criminal harassment is punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 2 and a half years in 
prison. 
 
Stalking 
Title I, Chap. 265 §43 
The crime of stalking in Massachusetts occurs when someone willfully and maliciously engages in a 
series of 3 or more acts which would cause a reasonable person substantial emotional distress and are 
directed at a specific person, seriously alarm or annoy that person, and include a threat that makes that 
person fear imminent bodily injury or death.  
 
If the same person, on at least three occasions, follows you or harasses you and threatens you at least 
once, and you feel threatened, emotionally distressed, or alarmed, you can report that person.  
 
Penalty: The penalty for stalking is a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 5 years in the state prison.  
 
 

Groping  

Indecent Assault and Battery 
Title I, Chap. 265, § 13H 
In Massachusetts, assault and battery is an intentional touching either without consent or that causes 
bodily harm. An assault and battery is indecent ς i.e., groping ς when the physical contact is 
άfundamentally offensive to contemporary standards of decencyΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƎǊŀōōƛƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ crotch, butt, or breasts, rubbing against someone in a sexual way, or some other sexualized 
or vulgar physical contact.  
 
If a street harasser intentionally touches your private areas without your consent, you can report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent assault and battery is punishable by up to 5 years in prison. Indecent assault and 
battery on a child under 14 years of age is punishable by up to 10 years in prison. 
 

 
 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section43
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section13H


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 134 
 

Complaint f or Protection from Harassment ɀ 258E Form 

If the same person repeatedly harasses you, you may file for a court-issued protective order to prevent 
future harassment. You must submit a 258E Form, a Complaint for Protection from Harassment, 
accessible here.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
 

ά¦ƴŘŜǊ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŀǿǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ нру9Σ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ 
harassment may ask a judge to issue an Order to protect them from further harassment 
or abuse. These Orders will be recorded and enforced by law enforcement agencies. 
S/he ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ hǊŘŜǊǎέ ƻǊ άwŜǎǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hǊŘŜǊǎέ ƻǊ 
άнру9 hǊŘŜǊǎΦέ Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΣ ȅƻǳ 
may ask your local pƻƭƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜΦέ 
 

You can file for a protective order when someone has committed:  
 

¶ Criminal harassment 

¶ Indecent assault and battery 

¶ Assault with intent to rape 

¶ Sexually assault 

¶ άThree or more acts of willful and malicious conduct aimed [directly at you] which were 
committed with the intent to cause fear, intimidation, abuse or damage to property and did in 
ŦŀŎǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦŜŀǊΣ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦέ 

 
You will need to include a statement (on the form) that details ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ 
to complete a Plaintiff Confidential Information Form, in which you detail your contact information, and 
a Defendant Information Form with as much information about the person that harassed you as you can 
provide. The first Complaint Form has instructions for this additional paperwork. 
 
If you feel that a street harasser has violated any of the provisions mentioned above, you have the right 
to seek this legal protection. 
 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Boston, the number is 617-343-4200 and in Cambridge, it is 617-349-3300. In Salem, it is 978-744-
1212. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  

http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/subject/about/harassment.html
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o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under,  such as harassment requiring 

repeated conduct, ALM GL ch. 265, § 43A. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2. Visit or call your local police department for more information.  In 
Salem, you can use a web form to report crimes such as harassing phone calls. 
 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Boston, you can do this by calling 1-800-494-8477 (TIPS), or texting the number 27463 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά¢LtΦέ  

o In Cambridge, you can call 617-349-3359, text the number 847411 and begin the 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƛǇсрлέ ƻǊ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƛǘ Ǿƛŀ email. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter265/Section43A
http://www.peabodypolice.org/start_report.cfm
https://www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communityresources/anonymousemailtipform.aspx


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 136 
 

Michigan 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Michigan, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Michigan, there are six laws that may apply to prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Cursing and Swearing 
§750.103 
Cursing in public is illegal in Michigan.  
 
If a street harasser is using foul language or calling you swear words, you can report him/her.  
 

Note: The law states that a prosecution can only be sustained if it is commenced within 5 days 
of the incident, so if you intend to report someone ŦƻǊ ŎǳǊǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ 
right away. 

 
Penalty: Cursing and swearing is a misdemeanor in Michigan, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 
up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Disorderly Person 
§750.167  
Michigan addresses disorderly conduct by defining who is considered a "disorderly person." The list of 
άŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜƭevant to street harassment are: 
 

¶ Window peeping. 

¶ Engaging in indecent or obscene conduct in a public place. 

¶ Being intoxicated in a public place and either endangering the safety of another or causing a 
public disturbance. 

¶ Loitering in or about a place where illegal business is being conducted (this might be someone 
buying or selling illegal substances, vending on the street without a permit, or soliciting 
prostitution). 

 
The city of Detroit prohibits the same acts under its own disorderly conduct ordinance. 
 
If a street harasser uses indecent or obscene language or gestures, or harasses you while intoxicated or 
loitering around a place where illegal activity is taking place, you can report him/her.  
 

Note: If a harasser is hanging out in a place where illegal business is being conducted and also 
harassing you or other passersby, even if his or her street harassment is not expressly illegal, 
but you can still report him or her for loitering. (It is also considered disorderly conduct, and a 
felony, to engage in illegal business.) 

 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-103
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-167
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Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor in Michigan, punishable by a fine of up to by a fine of up 
to $500 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Improper Language in the Presence of Women and Children 
§750.337 
It is illegal in Michigan to "use any indecent, immoral, obscene, vulgar or insulting language in the 
presence or hearing of any woman or child." This law is rather sexist, but it's a law on the books.  
 
If you're a woman or a minor and a street harasser is using this kind of language toward you or in your 
presence - whether cursing, insulting you, or making obscene or vulgar comments - you can report 
him/her.  
 
Penalty: Using improper language in the presence of women and children is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
Loitering ς Detroit 
Part III, Chap. 38, Article I, §3 
Lƴ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ άŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻƛǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΣ ƻǾŜǊǇŀǎǎ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 
[ƻƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ in or about any street, sidewalk, overpass or public 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ƛƳǇŜŘŜ ƻǊ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ƛƳǇŜŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦέ  
 
If someone is hanging out on the street and harassing you or other passersby so as to impede your 
passage ς either because he or she is blocking the path or because it feels uncomfortable or unsafe to 
pass by ς you can report him or her for loitering in the city of Detroit. 
 
Penalty: Loitering is a civil fraction in Detroit and punishable by a fine of up to $100. 
 
Profanity ς Detroit 
Part III, Chap. 38, Article VII, §3 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ άǇǊƻŦŀƴŜΣ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŘǳƭge in indecent or 
ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ƛƴ ƻǊ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  
 
If a street harasser is catcalling at you, using vulgar language, or otherwise harassing you near your 
school, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Using profanity on any property adjacent to a school is punishable by a fine.  
 
Soliciting Prostitution 
§750.448 
Soliciting, inviting, or accosting another person to engage in prostitution is illegal in Michigan (as well as 
by ordinance in the city of Detroit). If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report 
him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ or anything else, 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-337
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=10649&stateid=22&statename=michigan
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=10649&stateid=22&statename=michigan
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-448
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Penalty: Throughout Michigan, soliciting prostitution is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$500 and/or up to 93 days in jail. In Detroit, the penalty for soliciting prostitution is a fine of $500 and 
between 45 and 90 days in jail. 
 
Undesired and Unwelcome Accosting ς Detroit 
Part III, Chap. 38, Article IX, §6 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǎǘ someone after that person has asked 
him or her to stop or has reasonably and clearly communicated that continuing to accost him/her is 
undesired and unwelcome.  
 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭŀǿ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀŎŎƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ άthe act of approaching and communicating, by word, gesture, 
or any other means, with another person or persons without having been communicated to 
ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ 

 
If a street harasser approaches you and speaks to you, and you do not want him or her to, you have the 
right to tell him or her to stop and to report him or her for accosting you if s/he does not stop. If you feel 
safe to do so, ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ά{ǘƻǇ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜΣέ ά{ǘƻǇ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 
known in some other way that his or her attention is undesired. If the harassment does not stop, you 
have the right to report it to the police. 
 
Penalty: Undesired and unwelcome accosting is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 
and/or up to 90 days in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming/Photography  

Surveillance of an Individual Having Reasonable Expectation of Privacy 
§750.539j 
It is illegal in Michigan for a harasser to surveil, photograph, or otherwise record or capture an image, 
and/or disseminate or share that image, of you in your underwear, of your underwear, or of your unclad 
genitalia, butt, or breasts under circumstances in which you have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  
 
¢ƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘat the circumstances under which you can reasonably expect 
privacy are, but those circumstances usually include being in:  
 

¶ Your home or another private place 

¶ A dressing room  

¶ A locker room 

¶ A restroom 
It also usually includes the private areas of your body that are covered by clothing.  
 
If a harasser peeps on you, take an up-skirt or other inappropriate photograph, or records you 
inappropriately, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Surveillance of or photographing or recording an individual having a reasonable expectation of 
privacy is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison.  
 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=10649&stateid=22&statename=michigan
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%280w5mfp55w3dtiq455pnyuail%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-539j
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Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
§750.335a 
Michigan law prohibits knowingly making an open or indecent exposure of one's person or the person of 
another. That means it is illegal for anyone to flash or expose him or herself and it is illegal to expose a 
non-consentiƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ, for example by lifting ǳǇ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ skirt.  
 
If someone flashes you or exposes him or herself to you, or exposes you in some way, you can report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. If the harasser was also fondling his or her genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or, if female, breasts at 
the time of the incident, the penalty rises to a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 2 years in prison.  
 

 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Attempt to Commit Crime 
§750.92 
Michigan has a provision that holds any person accountable that attempts to commit a crime, even if 
s/he doesn't succeed. 
 
 If you are being harassed or followed and you think the harasser may try to commit a crime - such as 
sexually assaulting you - you can report him or her to the police. That person will be held accountable in 
proportion to the crime s/he intended to commit. This applies whether the person was apprehended in 
the process or simply fails to complete the crime.  
 
Penalty: The penalty for attempting to commit a crime is proportional the crime that was attempted. For 
example, if it is found that a harasser attempted to commit criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree 
(groping), the penalty for his or her attempt would be up to half of the penalty for that crime: a fine of 
up to $250 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
Stalking 
§750.411h 
Stalking is illegal in Michigan. It is defined as "a series of two or more separate noncontinuous acts," 
such as repeatedly contacting you, following you, or appearing at your home or workplace, that cause 
you to feel "terrorized, frightened, intimidated, threatened, harassed, or molested." If the same 
harasser follows you at least two times and makes you fearful or very distressed, you can report that 
person under this law.  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-335a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-92
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-411h
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Groping  

Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Fourth Degree 
§750.520e  
Criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree prohibits sexual contact with a non-consenting person.  
 
 Sexual contact ƛƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ άƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
immediately covering intimate parts, or a causing another person to touch ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ intimate 
parts or the clothing covering his or her intimate parts, if that touchiƴƎ άŎŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎtrued as 
being: 
 

¶ For the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification 

¶ Done for a sexual purpose 

¶ Done in a ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΣ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƎŜǊΦέ  
 
To establish liability for criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree (in the context of street 
harassment), the state of Michigan will look for one of the following circumstances: 
 

¶ You are 13, 14, or 15 years of age and the harasser is 5 or more years older than you. 

¶ Force or coercion, including a threat, was used to accomplish the sexual contact. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ άŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜέ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
Most groping in a public place would fall under concealment or surprise, and so, in Michigan, you can 
report a street harasser who touches an intimate part of your body for criminal sexual conduct. 
 
Penalty: Criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$500 and/or up to 2 years in prison.  

 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Detroit, the number is 313-267-4600 and in Ann Arbor, it is (734) 994-2911. In Lansing, it is 517-
483-4600. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Stalking, MCLS § 

750.411. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
harassment, jǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28wuvori45ez35gm45kzget1y0%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-750-520e
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kph1ub55kp3lk2i0cakbdt2j))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-411
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kph1ub55kp3lk2i0cakbdt2j))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-411
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can determine the appropriate charges. 
o A description of the harasser/s.  

 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, for example, in Lansing and Ann 
Arbor, you can use this online form to report crimes such as harassing communication. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o Lansing Crimestoppers allows you to submit a web tip, or call 517-483-STOP (7867).  

o In Detroit, you can do this by calling 1-800-SPEAK-UP.  

o Michigan also accepts state-wide tips through their Crimestoppers webform. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 
 

http://www.lansingmi.gov/online_crime_reporting
http://www.a2gov.org/government/safetyservices/Police/Pages/OnlinePoliceReporting.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/government/safetyservices/Police/Pages/OnlinePoliceReporting.aspx
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=903
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=430
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Minnesota 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Minnesota, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
Note: For more information on your rights as the victim of a crime in Minnesota, in addition to what 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ±ƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜ. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are three laws in Minnesota that encompass some forms of verbal harassment.  
 

Minnesota also has a process for obtaining a restraining order that can protect you from 
repeated harassment from the same person, and the law provides a number of protections for 
you ς including the right to take time off of work to file a petition and the option to have your 
ŎƻǳǊǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 
Disorderly Conduct 
§609.72 
In Minnesota, it is considered disorderly conduct ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ άƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎΣέ ǘƻ:  
 

¶ Brawl 

¶ Fight 

¶ Engage in offensive, obscene, abusive, boisterous, or noisy conduct 

¶ Use offensive, obscene, or abusive language if s/he knows or should know that his or her actions 
or language will alarm, anger, or disturb others, arouse resentment, or provoke a violent 
response. 

 
If a harasser is engaging in offensive, boisterous or noisy conduct ς such as yelling at you, following you, 
blocking your path, or making a scene ςon the street, public transportation, or even on a school bus, you 
can report him/her. 
 
If a street harasser is using offensive language toward you, his or her words may be considered 
ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ Χ ŀǊƻǳǎŜ ŀƭŀǊƳΣ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ 
others under the same circumstances. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭŀǿΦ  

Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually have not 
been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough people make a case 
for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   

Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 90 days 
in jail. 
 
 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=611A
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.72
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Prostitution in Public ς Patrons 
§609.324 Subd. 2 
Soliciting someone for the purposes of prostitution is illegal in Minnesota. If a street harasser solicits 
sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute in public is a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between 
$1,500 and $3,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
Solicitation of Children to Engage in Sexual Activity 
§609.352 
It is illegal in Minnesota for anyone over the age of 18 to solicit someone 15 years of age or younger to 
engage in sexual conduct if the harasser actually intends to engage in such activity.  
 
If you (or a young person you care for) are 15 years old or younger and a street harasser says or does 
something to try to get you to engage in sexual activity ς such as making vulgar comments to you and/or 
asking you to get in his or her car ς you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty:  Solicitation of a child to engage in sexual activity is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$5,000 and/or up to 3 years in prison.  
 
 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Interference with Privacy 
§609.746 
Minnesota law prohibits anyone from either peeping or using a device or camera (that includes a mirror 
or a cell phone) to observe, photograph, or record the intimate parts of ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body, whether 
clothed or unclothed, under circumstances in which that person should have a reasonable expectation 
of privacy. 
 
The law specifically addresses an intrusion upon a private place, such as your home, a hotel room, a 
ǘŀƴƴƛƴƎ ōƻƻǘƘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ άǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎΣέ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳΣ ƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƻǊ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ LŦ 
a harasser is intruding upon your privacy in this way, you can report him/her.  
 
One could also argue that you have a reasonable expectation to privacy under your skirt or blouse, and, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ ƭŜast one street harasser in Minnesota 
has been charged under this law for taking up-skirt photos of women in public.  
If someone is taking a photograph up your dress or skirt or down your shirt, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Interference with privacy is a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 and/or 
up to 1 year in jail. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.324
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.352
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.746
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_4b9b0e7a-f71a-5949-9122-0f571b7ab0b9.html
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Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
§617.23 
It is illegal in Minnesota for anyone to lewdly expose his or her body or genitals in public, pay another 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ άopen or gross lewdness or lascivious 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴŎȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ώƘŜǊŜϐΦέ  
 
If a street harasser flashes you or exposes his or her body to you in a sexual way, you can report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure can be a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or a felony depending on the 
circumstances. As a misdemeanor, it is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 90 days in jail. 
 
Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Fifth Degree 
§609.3451 
It is illegal in Minnesota for anyone to masturbate or to lewdly and knowingly exhibit his or her genitals 
in the presence of a minor under the age of 16.  
 
If you are under 16 years old and a street harasser exposes him or herself to you, or this happens to a 
young person you care for, you can report the harasser. 
 
Penalty: Criminal Sexual conduct in the fifth degree is punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 and/or up to 
1 year in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away ς you do not have to wait for that 
person to commit a crime. 

Stalking 
§609.749 
Stalking is illegal in Minnesota. The law defines stalking as conduct which causes another to feel 
frightened, threatened, oppressed, persecuted, or intimidated. Then it specifies the acts that, when 
done under these circumstances, constitute the crime of stalking. One of the included acts is following, 
monitoring, or pursuing another person. The law also specifies that it is not necessary to prove that the 
actor intended to cause you to feel scared or intimidated, but only that s/he did so, and it does not state 
that the stalking actions need to be repeated to constitute a crime.  
 
If the same person follows you or harasses you and you feel threatened and unsafe, you can report that 
person. You may also have the right to a restraining order to prevent future harassment.  
 
Penalty: Stalking in itself is a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $3,000. Any act of 
ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ άŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǎŜȄΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ώŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅϐΣ ŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΣέ or that is committed when you (or a young person you care for) is 
under the age of 18 is considered a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to 5 years in 
prison.  
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=617.23
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.3451
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.749
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Groping  

Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Fifth Degree 
§609.3451 
It is illegal in Minnesota for anyone to have sexual contact with a non-consenting person. Sexual contact 
is defined as someone:  
 

¶ Intentionally touching ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ άƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎέ όάǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΣ area, groin, inner 
ǘƘƛƎƘΣ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎΣ ƻǊ ōǊŜŀǎǘέύ. 

¶ Intentionally touching a ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ clothing that is covering any of these parts of the body (except 
for the butt). 

¶ Attempting to or actually removing a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

¶ Causing someone to come in contact with his or her intimate parts. 

¶ Causing someone to come in contact with semen.  
 
If a street harasser touches or grabs your crotch, inner thigh, or breasts, grabs your butt underneath 
your clothing, rubs against you or otherwise causes you to touch him or her sexually, or ejaculates onto 
you, you can report him/her. You may also have the right to a restraining order to prevent future 
harassment. 
 
Penalty: Criminal Sexual conduct in the fifth degree is punishable by a fine of up to $3,000 and/or up to 
1 year in jail. 
 
 

Right to a Restraining Order to Protect Against Harassment  
§609.748 
The specific harassment crimes in Minnesota generally address harassment by phone or mail, but there 
is a statute that establishes your right to a restraining order that could apply in the context of street 
harassment.  
 
If a street harasser has physically or sexually assaulted you or the same person has repeatedly verbally 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ώȅƻǳǊϐ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ 
ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣέ ȅƻǳ όƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ Ǝǳardian) have the right to a restraining order from your district court 
that orders the person who has harassed you to either stop the harassing actions or to have no further 
contact with you at all. 
 
If you need immediate protection from repeated harassment or threats of violence, you can call 911 or 
go directly to a courthouse to file for a restraining order. If you intend to pursue this option, you should 
read the full statute to understand the process and all of your rights under the law.  
 

 
Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.3451
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.748
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.748
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o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  
 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Saint Paul, the number is (651) 291-1111 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ оммΣ ƻǊ όсмнύ сто-3000 for people 
calling from outside of the cityΦ Lƴ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ όнмуύ тол-5400. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Stalking, Stat. § 

609.749. If yoǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. Visit or call your local police 
department for more information.   

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.   

o CRIMESTOPPERS Minnesota allows for citizens to report crimes anonymously, 
statewide, through several different methods. You can text the number 274637 
(CRIM9{ύ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢Lt сптΦέ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭ м-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or submit your tip via web. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛn a few days, 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

 
LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.749
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.749
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=674
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Mississippi 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Mississippi, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are six laws that prohibit some form verbal street harassment in Mississippi.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 97, Chap. 35 §9  
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άŘƛǎǘǳǊō ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ƻǊ 
ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ ά¢ǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ƴƻƛǎȅ ƻǊ ǳǇǊƻŀǊƛƻǳǎ.  
 
If a street harasser yells or shouts at you or engages in other boisterous and offensive actions you can 
report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is punishable by a fine of up to $100 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct on Buses 
Title 97, Chap. 35 §5  
Mississippi law prohibits disorderly conduct, a breach of the peace, or the use of any obscene, profane 
or vulgar language on any passenger bus or coach in the state. (It is also illegal to drink intoxicating 
liquors or smoke a cigar or pipe on a bus in Mississippi.)  
 
If a street harasser is using obscene language or causing a scene on a public bus, you can report him or 
her to the bus driver or the police. The law gives the bus driver the right to stop the bus and eject the 
offending passengeǊΣ άǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣέ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ 
the aid of other passengers in the removal if necessary. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct on a bus is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 
30 days in jail. 
 
Disorderly Conduct: Interference with Business 
Title 97, Chap. 35 §5  
It is illegal in Mississippi for anyone to prevent, seek to prevent, interfere with, or seek to interfere with 
the owner, operator, employees, or customers of a lawful place of business.  
 
If someone is harassing you while you are at, entering, or leaving a business open to the public or while 
you are working, and you feel it is interfering with the business being conducted, you can report 
him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct and interference with business is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up 
to $500 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Disturbance and Breach of the Peace 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
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Title 97, Chap. 35 §13 & 15  
Mississippi has two statutes that address disturbing the peace.  
 

1. It is illegal for anyone to create a disturbance or breach of the peace in any public place via loud 
and offensive talk, making threats, attempting to intimidate others, or other conduct that 
causes a disturbance.  

2. It is illegal to disturb the public peace or the peace of others by engaging in violent, loud, 
insulting, profane, indecent, offensive, or boisterous conduct or language. 

 
If a street harasser is doing any of these things ς such as yelling at you, using profane or obscene 
language, threatening you, or being otherwise loud or boisterous ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disturbance and breach of the peace is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 
and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Procuring the Service of a Prostitute 
Title 97, Chap. 29 §51 
Offering to pay for sexual conduct is illegal in Mississippi. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from 
you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Procuring the service of a prostitute is a misdemeanor, punishable a fine of up to $200 and/or 
up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Profanity in Public 
Title 97, Chap. 29 §47 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǇǊƻŦŀƴŜƭȅ ǎǿŜŀǊ ƻǊ ŎǳǊǎŜΣ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǾǳƭƎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ 
or be drunk in any pubƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦέ 
 
If a street harasser is swearing at you or using vulgar or obscene language (or appears to be drunk) in a 
public place, you can report him/her. This law would apply to cases in which a street harasser verbally 
harasses you in a place where others are present or harasses you while you are with someone else. 
 
Penalty: Profanity in public is punishable by a fine of up to $100 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Photographing or Filming Another without Permission 
Title 97, Chap. 29 §63 
LǘΩǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΣ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘŀǇŜΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
the image of a non-consenting person when done with lewd, licentious, or indecent intent and in a place 
where one would intend to be undressed under a reasonable expectation of privacy.  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
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If someone is inappropriately photographing you or recording you in a restroom, tanning booth, 
dressing room, or locker room, you can report him/her. 
 
Although one would think you have a reasonable expectation to privacy when the intimate parts of your 
body are covered by clothing, this law does not specifically address up-skirt and down-blouse photos.  
 
If someone is taking a photograph under your skirt or dress, down your shirt, or in some other 
inappropriate way, you can still report him or her to the police, but note that the law does not 
specifically address this situation. 
 
Penalty: Photographing or filming another without permission is a felony, punishable by a fine $5,000 
and/or up to 5 years in prison. If the person being photographed or filmed is under 16 years of age, the 
prison time rises to up to 10 years. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure 
Title 97, Chap. 29 §31 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǿŘƭȅέ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ 
or cause someone else to do so, in a public place or in any place where others a present. 
 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
 

Obstructing Your Path  

Obstructing Public Streets 
Title 97, Chap. 35 §23 
It is illegal in Mississippi for anyone to intentionally obstruct or interfere with the free use and passage 
of pedestrians on any public sidewalk.  
 
If a street harasser is blocking your path on the sidewalk to get your attention or prevent you from 
leaving a space, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Obstructing public streets is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $400 and/or up to 4 
months in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
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Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Attempt to Commit Offense 
Title 97, Chap. 1 §7 
Mississippi has a provision that holds accountable any person that attempts to commit a crime, even if 
s/he doesn't succeed.  
 
If you are being harassed or followed and you think the harasser may try to commit a crime - such as 
sexually assaulting you - you can report him or her to the police. That person will be held accountable in 
proportion to the crime s/he intended to commit. This applies whether the person was apprehended in 
the process or simply fails to complete the crime.  
 
Penalty: Sentencing for attempting to commit a crime is based on the crime attempted, and cannot 
exceed the prescribed penalty for that crime. 
 
Stalking 
Title 97, Chap. 3 §107 
Stalking is defined as engaging in a course of conduct ς a series of at least two acts ς directed at a 
specific person that would cause a reasonable person to fear for his or her safety. The actions that might 
ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿƛng or confronting you in a public place 
and making a credible threat to cause you harm.  
 
If a street harasser repeatedly follows you, threatens you, or does anything else to make you fear for 
your safety, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Stalking is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 

Groping  

Simple Assault 
Title 97, Chap. 3 §7 
Any act that causes you bodily injury or puts you in fear of imminent and serious bodily harm is an 
assault in Mississippi.  
 
If someone makes unwanted physical contact with you or does something that put you in immediate 
fear of physical injury, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Simple assault is punishable by a fine of $500 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 

 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
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o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  
 

¶ Call the ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Jackson, the number is (601) 960-1234 and in Biloxi, it is (228) 435-6100. In Gulfport, it is (228) 868-
5959. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened. 
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as unconsented conduct, 

Miss. Code Ann. § 97-3-107Φ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ 
incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms. Visit your local police deparǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
website.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Northeast Mississippi, you can do this by calling 1-800-773-Tips (8477), submitting 
this webform, or by texting the number 274637 (CRIMES) and beginning your message 
with the ǿƻǊŘǎ ά¢LtLbChΦέ  

o Gulfport and the Mississippi coast can do this by texting the number 274637 (CRIMES) 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά/{¢Ltέ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ м-877-787-5898. You can also 
submit your tip via webform. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

http://www.mscode.com/free/statutes/97/003/0107.htm
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=133
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=523
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Missouri 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Missouri, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, groping, and hate crimes. Here are the laws and reporting 
procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  
Missouri has four laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Harassment 
§565.090 
aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΩǎ general harassment law prohibits several actions, many of which are relevant to street 
harassment, including: 
 

¶ Knowingly communicates a threat to commit any felony and in so doing frightens, intimidates, 
or causes someone emotional distress. 

¶ Using coarse or offensive language that makes someone reasonably fear offensive physical 
contact or harm. 

¶ Knowingly communicates with someone 17 years old or younger in a way that recklessly 
frightens or intimidates him/her, or causes him/her emotional distress. 

¶ Knowingly makes repeated unwanted communication. 

¶ Without good cause engages in any other act that is either intended to or does frighten or 
intimidate the person, or cause the person emotional distress.  

 
If a street harasser threatens you, uses offensive language, repeatedly talks to you when you have made 
it clear you want to be left alone, or otherwise acts in a way that intimidates or distresses you, you can 
report him/her.  
 

Note: ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άreasonable personέ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
will be deemed harassment in court if they would cause the average person in the same 
situation to also be frightened, intimidated, or distressed. 

 
Penalty: Harassment is a class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year 
in jail. If the actor is 21 years of age or older and the person s/he harassed is 17 years old or younger, 
harassment is a class D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or up to 4 years in prison. 
 
Peace Disturbance 
§574.010 
A peace disturbance ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ άǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōǎ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳs another 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ōȅΧ offensive language addressed in a face-to-face manner to a specific individual 
and uttered under circumstances which are likely to produce an immediate violent response from a 
reasonable recipient, and threatening to commit a felonious act against any person under circumstances 
which are likely to cause a reasonable person to fear that such threat may ōŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ 
 
If a street harasser is threatening you or using offensive language toward you, you can report him or her 
for a peace disturbance.  

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5650000090.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5740000010.HTM


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 153 
 

 
Note: ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴǎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ law. 
Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, these laws usually 
have not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if enough 
people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   

 
Penalty: Peace disturbance is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
Sexual Misconduct in the Second Degree  
§566.095 
It is illegal in Missouri for anyone to solicit or request that you engage in sexual conduct under 
circumstances in which s/he knows that such request or solicitation is likely to cause affront or alarm.  
 
If a street harasser is asking you to engage in sexual conduct with him or her in a way that is alarming ς 
using vulgar language, following you, or some other alarming action ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual misconduct in the second degree is a class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$300 and/or up to 15 days in jail.  
 
Vulgar or Profane Language on a Bus 
§578.315 
aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ άǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜέ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜΣ profane 
or vulgar language on a bus or at a bus terminal or on bus company property. It is also illegal to drink 
intoxicating liquors or to be under the influence on a bus in Missouri. 
 
If a street harasser is using obscene language or causing a scene on a public bus, you can report him or 
her to the bus driver or the police. The law gives the bus driver the right to stop and require that the 
person leave the bus wherever the driver deems appropriate. 
 
Penalty: Using vulgar or profane language on a bus in Missouri is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by 
a fine of up to $300 and/or up to 15 days in jail.  
 

 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Invasion of Privacy in the Second Degree 
§565.253 
It is illegal in Missouri for anyone to secretly view, photograph, or film you without your consent either 
in a state of undress when you have a reasonable expectation of privacy or under or through your 
clothing.  
The charge rises to invasion of privacy in the first degree if the person disseminates the photo or 
recording or uploads the image(s) to a computer. 
 
If a street harasser peeps on you in a dressing room, locker room, restroom, or similar space or takes an 
up-skirt, down-blouse, or other inappropriate photo of you, you can report him/her.  
 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5660000095.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5780000315.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5650000253.HTM
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Penalty: Invasion of privacy in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor if one person is illegally 
observed, recorded, or photographed; a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 1 year in jail. Invasion of privacy in the second degree is a Class D felony if the harasser 
observes, records, or photographs more than one person in a single course of conduct or if the harasser 
has already pled guilty or been found guilty of invasion of privacy; a Class D felony is punishable by a fine 
of up to $5,000 and/or up to 4 years in prison. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Sexual Misconduct in the First Degree 
§566.093 
It is illegal in Missouri for anyone to expose his ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ άunder circumstances in which s/he 
ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŦŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳέ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ 
public. 
 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Sexual misconduct in the first degree is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$500 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
 

Obstructing Your Path  

Peace Disturbance 
§574.010 
It is considered a peace disturbance in Missouri when someone purposefully and unreasonably 
physically obstructs pedestrian traffic or free ingress or egress (entry and exit) to or from any public or 
private place. 
 
If a street harasser is blocking your path to get your attention or prevent you from leaving a space ς and 
especially if s/he is using obscene language while doing so ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Peace disturbance is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
§565.225 
Stalking is defined as engaging in a course of conduct to intentionally harassτor follow with the intent 
to harassτanother person.  
 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5660000093.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5740000010.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/c500-599/5650000225.htm
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¶ A course of conduct is two or more acts, including communication, over a period of time that 
demonstrates continuity of purpose. 
 

¶ Tƻ ƘŀǊŀǎǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƴƻ 
legitimate purpose, that would cause a reasonable person under the circumstances to be 
frightened, intimidated, or emotionally distresseŘΦέ 

 
If a street harasser commits two or more acts make you feel scared or intimidated ς such as verbally 
harassing you and/or following you ς you can report him/her.  
 

¶ Note: This law also gives a law enforcement office the right to make an arrest without a warrant 
if there is probable cause to believe someone has committed stalking.  

 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in 
jail. The penalty increases if the harassed person is younger than 18 years old.  
 

 
Groping  

Sexual Abuse in the Second Degree 
§566.101 
It is illegal in Missouri for anyone to subject a non-consenting person to sexual contact.  
 

Sexual contact is defined as άŀƴȅ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the genitals or anus of another person, or the breast of a female person, or such touching 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ 

 
If a street harasser touches your genitals or breasts, either over or under your clothing, or causes you to 
come in contact with his or her genitals ς for example, by rubbing against you or putting your hand in his 
or her lap ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual abuse in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to 
$1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 

Hate Crimes 
Hate Crimes 
§557.035 
In Missouri, hate crimes are those which are motivated by the following bias: 
 

¶ Race 

¶ Color 

¶ Religion 

¶ National origin 

¶ Sex 

¶ Sexual orientation  

¶ Disability  

 

If the state believes a crime was motivated by one of these biases, the state may charge the penalty for 
that crime and this one.  

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C500-599/5660000101.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/c500-599/5570000035.htm
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Penalty: Hate crime is a Class C felony, punishable by up to 7 years in prison.  

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
St. Louis, the number is (314) 231-1212 and in Kansas City, it is 816-234- 5111. In Jefferson City, it is 
(573) 634-6400.Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as Harassment, R.S.Mo. § 

565.090. If ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
website.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o Jefferson City Area Crimestoppers allow you to do this by calling (573) 659-8477 (TIPS) 
or by submitting a webform.  

o St. Louis also allows you to submit tips via webform, by calling 1-866-371-TIPS or by 
ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ нтпсот ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά{¢[Φέ 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

If someone tries to tell you that streŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

http://www.theforensicnurse.com/laws/stalking/MO
http://www.theforensicnurse.com/laws/stalking/MO
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=569
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=448
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Montana 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Montana, including verbal harassment, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In Montana, there are four laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment. 
 
Disorderly Conduct 
§45-8-101 
Montana law prohibits a number of acts as disorderly conduct, including: 
 

¶ Quarreling 

¶ Challenging someone to a fight 

¶ Fighting 

¶ Making loud or unusual noises 

¶ Using threatening, profane, or abusive 
language 

 
If a street harasser uses threatening or abusive language, loudly shouts at you, or tries to fight with you, 
you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is punishable by a fine of up to $100 and/or up to 10 days in jail. 
 
Intimidation 
§45-5-203 
Montana law prohibits threats made to intimidate someone into doing or not doing something, or 
threats that make someone fear any retaliation for a lawful act.  
 
An actual act of violence is considered assault, but if a street harasser makes a serious threat of violence 
that comes with any kind of ultimatum like, άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻκŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǿƛƭƭΧΣέȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳκƘŜǊ. 
 
Penalty: Intimidation in Montana is punishable by a fine of up to $50,000 and/or up to 10 years in 
prison. 
 
 Malicious Intimidation or Harassment Relating to Civil or Human Rights 
§45-5-221 
It is illegal to cause someone άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣέ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ, or damage 
to ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅΣ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴΣ ƘŀǊŀǎǎΣ ŀƴƴƻȅΣ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜƴŘέ because of a 
prejudice against ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎΥ 
 

¶ Race 

¶ Creed 

¶ Religion 

¶ Color 

¶ National origin 

¶ Involvement in civil rights or human 
rights activities 

 
Take note of any racial or religious slurs that a street harasser uses against you as you have the right to 
report this malicious harassment to the police. 
 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/8/45-8-101.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-203.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-221.htm
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Unfortunately, this law is incomplete in that it does not protect against harassment based on sex, 
gender, gender representation, or sexual orientation. But it can still protect you in cases of racial, 
cultural, or religious discrimination and from retaliation for human rights work, such as organizing to 
ensure safe spaces for women and LGBTQ individuals. 
 
Penalty: Malicious intimidation or harassment relating to civil or human rights is punishable by a fine of 
up to $5,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 
Prostitution 
§ 45-5-601 
Offering or agreeing to hire a prostitute is illegal in Montana. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity 
from you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Patronizing a prostitute is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Surreptitious Visual Observation or Recordation 
§45-5-223  
It is illegal in Montana for anyone to secretly observe or photograph a non-consenting person in a 
private residence or for any landlord or owner, manager, or employee of a business to surreptitiously 
record a visual image of another person in a private place used to undress, such as a restroom, locker 
room, dressing room or bedroom.  
 
If you discover that someone has done any of these things, you can report him/her to the police. 
 
Unfortunately, the law does not specifically prohibit members of the public from recording someone in 
tƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛǊǘέ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
 
Penalty: Surreptitious visual observation or recordation in a place of residence is punishable by a fine of 
up to $500 and/or 6 months in jail. Surreptitious visual recordation in a public establishment is 
punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-601.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-223.htm
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Indecent Exposure  

Indecent Exposure  
§45-5-504 
Indecent exposure iƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
circumstances likely to cause affront or alarm others in order to: 
 

¶ Abuse 

¶ Humiliate 

¶ Harass 

¶ Degrade another person 

¶ Arouse or gratify the sexual response or 
desire of any person. 

 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure is punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or 6 months in jail. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
§45-5-220 
In Montana, stalking is when someone knowingly and repeatedly follows another person or harasses, 
threatens, or intimidates that person, causing that person άemotional distress or reasonable 
apprehenǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ  
 
If you experience street harassment from the same person on more than one occasion and to the 
degree that it causes you emotional distress, you can report him/her.  
 
You also have the right to tell the harasser not to approach, follow, or communicate with you, and your 
having done so establishes further evidence of his or her stalking if the harassment continues. If a judge 
is presented with credible evidence that stalking has occurred, s/he may issue a restraining order to 
prevent future harassment.  
 
Penalty: Staking is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 
 

Groping  

Sexual Assault 
§45-5-502 
It is illegal for someone to force a non-consenting person to have sexual contact.  
 

Sexual contact is defined as the touching of sexual or other intimate parts of another person 
directly or through clothing (meaning if the person touches you over your clothes) with the 
intent of causing that person bodily injury or to humiliate, harass or degrade that person, or for 
ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ   

 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-504.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-220.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/5/45-5-502.htm
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If anyone touches you in a sexual way against your will in a public place, such as on the street, at a bus 
stop, or in a bar, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Sexual assault is punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Helena, it is (406) 442-3233 or (406) 447-8461 and in Missoula, it is 406-552-6300. In Billings, it is 
(406) 657-8460. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened. 
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as stalking involving a 

threat, Mont. Code Ann. § 45-5-220. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2. For example, Billings and Missoula have an online crime form where 
you can report things like suspicious activity.  

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Billings and Yellowstone County, you can do this by calling (406) 245-6660. You can 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ά/wLa9{έ όнтпсотύ ǳǎƛƴƎ ά.t5¢Ltέ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
description and location of the crime tip.  

o In Laurel, you can do this by calling (406) 628-8424.  
o Helena allows you to call either (866) 534-5541 or (406) 443-2000.  
o You can also submit via webform. TipSubmit is also available via webform in 13 cities 

and counties in the state. 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/mtcode/45/5/2/45-5-220
http://ci.billings.mt.us/forms.aspx?fid=178
http://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/FormCenter/Police-Department-5-5/Criminal-Report-70-70
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=461&DSID=461
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtipsstart.aspx


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 161 
 

Nebraska 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Nebraska, including verbal harassment, indecent 
exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are two laws in Nebraska that some forms of verbal street harassment may fall under.  
 
Disturbing the Peace 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1322 
Nebraska has a law that prohibits the disturbance of the peace and may apply to particularly egregious 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ ƭŀǿ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ άǎƘŀƭƭ intentionally disturb 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ  
 

In other states, disturbing the peace usually refers to loud or unusual noises, tumultuous and 
offensive conduct, threatening, or fighting. 

 
 If a street harasser is using offensive language or gestures, speaking badly about you, causing a scene, 
threatening you or others or challenging you to a fight, or otherwise disturbing the peace, you can 
report him or her for a breach of the peace. 
 
Penalty: Disturbing the peace is a Class III misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500 and/or up to 
3 months in jail. 
 
Soliciting of Prostitution 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-801.01  
Soliciting of prostitution is illegal in Nebraska. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you 
can report him/her. 
 
You can also make the cŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Soliciting of prostitution is a Class I misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of between  $250 and 
$1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. If the person being solicited is under 18 years of age, soliciting of 
prostitution is a Class IV felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 

 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Unlawful Intrusion 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-311.08 
It is illegal in Nebraska for anyone to view, photograph, or record a non-consenting person in a state of 
undress, in a place where the person should have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  

http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-1322
http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-801.01
http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-311.08
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If someone is viewing or recording you in an inappropriate way in a location like a restroom, tanning 
booth, locker room, fitting room, or dressing room, you can report him/her.  
 
Unfortunately, the law does not address inappropriate photographs in public, such as up-skirt or down-
blouse photos. 
 
Penalty: Unlawful intrusion in the form of inappropriately viewing someone is a Class I misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of between  $250 and $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in jail. Unlawful intrusion via 
inappropriately photographing or recording someone is a Class IV felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$10,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. Penalties are even higher if the person viewed or recorded is 
under 18 years of age or if the image(s) is disseminated. 
 
 

Indecent Exposure  

Public Indecency 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-806 
It is illegal in Nebraska for anyone to perform a sex act in public or to expose his or her genitals with the 
intent to affront or alarm any person in public.  
 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you, flashes you, or is engaging in a sexual act with another 
person in public, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Public indecency is a Class II misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail.  
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-311.03-4 
If you experience repeated harassment from the same person, his or her actions may constitute the 
crime of stalking. Stalking in Nebraska is defined as repeated, knowing, and willful harassment with the 
intent to injure, terrify, threaten, or intimidate the harassed person.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ŀŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻns that seriously 
terrify, threaten, or intimidate the person being stalked and which serve no legitimate purpose. The acts 
which might constitute a course of stalking conduct include following, detaining, restraining the 
personal liberty of, telephoning, contacting, or otherwise communicating with the person being 
harassed. 
 
If the same person repeatedly follows you, communicates with you without your consent, threatens 
you, or otherwise harasses you, you can report him or her for stalking in Nebraska. You also have the 
right to ask the court for a protective order to prevent further harassment. The law specifies that you 

http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-806
http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-311.03
http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-311.09
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will not be charged any court fees for filing a petition for a protective order (unless the court finds your 
claims of stalking to be false or made in bad faith). Find more information on stalking in Nebraska. 
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class I misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 1 year in 
jail. If the person being harassed in under 16 years of age, stalking is a Class IV felony, punishable by a 
fine of up to $10,000 and/or up to 5 years in prison. 
 
 

Groping  

Sexual Assault in the Third Degree 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-320 
It is illegal to make sexual contact with non-consenting person.  
 

Sexual contact is defined as intentionally touching the sexual or intimate parts of ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
body, either under or over clothing, or causing someone ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ 
sexual or intimate parts.  

 
ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ ƛƴ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ your lack of consent in some way, 
whether by word or action. You can ōŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǳƴŘŜǊ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ ƭŀǿ ōȅ Ƴŀƪing your lack of 
consent clear, such as by moving away from someone who is touching you sexually, if you can, or by 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ά{ǘƻǇ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜΣέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƻǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ 
you can still report it.  
 
If someone grabs your crotch, butt, or breasts, rubbing up against you, or puts your hand in his or her 
lap, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Sexual assault in the third degree is a Class I misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 1 year in jail. 
 

 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Omaha, it is (402) 444-5600 and in Lincoln, it is (402) 441-6000. In Grand Island, it is 308-385-5400. 
Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as unconsented contact) 

R.R.S. Neb. § 28-311.03. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ 
incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or the district 

http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state
http://www.leg.ne.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-320
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/criminal-stalking-laws-by-state/nebraska
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ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 
o A description of the harasser/s. 

 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2. For example, Omaha has an online reporting form that allows you to 
report crimes like harassment. 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  
 

o Omaha has a Crimestoppers reporting page that allows you to submit a tip by calling 
(402) 444-STOP, texting the number 274637 (CRIMES) and beginning your message with 
άht5έ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ webform.  

o Lincoln also allows you to submit tips by calling (402) 475-3600, texting the number 
274637 (CRIMES) and beginning the message witƘ ά[bYплнέ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ webform.  

o Grand Island allows you to submit tips by calling (308) 381-8822, by texting (308) 381-
8822, or by emailing gicrime@gmail.com. 
 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 
 

If sƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

http://dotcwsprodweb01.dotcomm.org/CitizenIncidentReprting/citizenReport.do;jsessionid=31B029A9D12A3B947A15A4478D4F6AD2.tc-ent01-1
https://www.tipsubmit.com/webtips.aspx?AgencyID=642&DSID=642
https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=596
mailto:gicrime@gmail.com
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Nevada 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in Nevada, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are nine laws in Nevada that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Assembling to Disturb the Peace or to Commit an Unlawful Act 
§203.020    
LŦ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀŎǘΣέ ǎuch as engaging in street harassment, a law enforcement officer has the right to order 
them to disperse.  
 
If two or more people are harassing you, you can report them for assembling to disturb the peace and 
enlist the aid of a police officer in asking them to disperse. 
 
Penalty: Assembling to disturb the peace and failing to disperse upon the order of a law enforcement 
officer is a misdemeanor in Nevada, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Breach of Peace 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 203.010   
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άƳŀƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻǊ ǉǳƛŜǘέ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 
neighborhood, person, or family by:  
 

¶ Loud or unusual noises 

¶ Tumultuous and offensive conduct 

¶ Threatening 

¶ Traducing (speaking badly of or telling 
lies about someone so as to damage 
his/her reputation) 

¶ Quarreling 

¶ Challenging to fight 

¶ Fighting  
 

 
If a street harasser is using offensive language or gestures, speaking badly about you, causing a scene, 
threatening you or others or challenging you to a fight, or otherwise disturbing the peace, you can 
report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Breach of the peace is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-203.html#NRS203Sec020
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-203.html#NRS203Sec010
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Coercion 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 207.190   
Nevada law specifically protects people from threats made to coerce him/her into doing or not doing 
something, or threats that make the person fear any retaliation for a lawful act.  
 
An actual act of violence is considered assault, but if a street harasser makes a serious threat of violence 
that comes with any kind of ultimatum ς άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻκŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǿƛƭƭΧέ ς you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Coercion is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. If 
a harasser uses or threatens physical force, coercion is a category B felony, punishable by a fine of up to 
$5,000 and/or between 1 and 6 years in prison. 
 
Harassment 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 200.571 
The general harassment law in Nevada covers any threat to cause bodily injury, property damage, 
άǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿill cause 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ physical or mental health or safety.  
 
If a street harasser makes a threat against you ς such as threatening rape or sexual assault ς and his/her 
words or actions put you in reasonable fear that the threat will be carried out, you can report him/her. 
 
If you believe someone has committed either the crime of harassment or stalking against you, you have 
the right to ask the court for a restraining order to prevent further harassment. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in 
jail. 
 
Loitering about School or Public Place Where Children Congregate 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 207.270   
In Nevada, it is illegal for a person who has no legitimate business to be there to loiter at or near the 
premises of schools or other public places where children congregate, like parks.  

 
 If you see someone hanging out near one of these facilities and s/he is harassing you or other 
passersby, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Loitering about a school or public place where children congregate is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Offenses in Public Conveyances  
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 203.100  
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ profane, offensive or indecent language or engage in any 
quarrel in any public conveyance, or interferŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŀƴƴƻȅ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜƛƴΦέ  
 
If someone is using inappropriate language or harassing you on public transportation or on any bus, 
railroad, or other conveyance open to the public, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Offenses in a public conveyance are a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to 6 months in jail. 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-207.html#NRS207Sec190
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec571
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec591
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-207.html#NRS207Sec270
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-203.html#NRS203Sec100
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Provoking a Commission of Breach of the Peace 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 203.030   
It is illegal in NevŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜΣ ƻǊ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜΣ another person to commit 
ŀ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΣέ ōȅ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǎƛƎƴ ƻǊ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΦ  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ƭaw, and it prohibits language or conduct likely to illicit an 
immediate violent response. Since street harassment rarely results in the harassed person fighting back, 
these laws usually have not been used to address street harassment. But you can still try using it, and if 
enough people make a case for why it should be used, then it might be applied more often.   
 
Penalty: Provoking a commission of breach of the peace is a misdemeanor, a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 
up to 6 months in jail. 
 
Solicitation for Prostitution 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 201.354 
Soliciting for prostitution is illegal in Nevada everywhere except in a licensed house of prostitution. If a 
street harasser solicits sexual activity from you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴappropriate for a 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Soliciting for prostitution is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 
months in jail. 
 
Unlawful Contact with Child or Person with Mental Illness 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 207.260 
It is illegal in Nevada for anyone to repeatedly harasǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мс ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ άwhich 
would cause a reasonable child of like age to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated or harassed.έ 
 

! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ 

 
If you (or a young person you care for) are 15 years of age or younger and a street harasser makes you 
feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated or harassed by following you, making repeated sexually explicit 
comments, threatening you, or through other inappropriate behaviors, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Unlawful contact with a child is a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to 364 days in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-203.html#NRS203Sec030
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec354
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-207.html#NRS207Sec260
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Unlawful Filming/Photography  

Capturing an Image of the Private Area of Another Person 
 Nev. Rev. Stat. § 200.604 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body when that person should have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  
 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘŜ ƴŀƪŜŘ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƎŀǊƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀŘ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎΣ ǇǳōƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΣ 
ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ώōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƻƭŀϐΦέ 

 
LŦ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛǊǘέ ƻǊ άŘƻǿƴ-ōƭƻǳǎŜέ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊ ǎǳǊǊŜptitiously photographs 
you in a dressing room, locker room, restroom, or other place where you can typically expect privacy, 
you can report him/her. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ άŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘέ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪing 
in violation of this law. If a street harasser takes an inappropriate photo of you and is charged with that 
crime, the law stipulates that any photo(s) contained in court records or other similar data shall not be 
released to or examined by the general public. 

Penalty: Capturing an image of the private area of another person a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 364 days in jail. 
 

 
Indecent Exposure  

Indecent or Obscene Exposure 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 201.220 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ άany open and indecent or obscene exposure of his or her 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  
 

An indecent or obscene exposure is not defined in the statuteΣ ōǳǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
genitals, buttocks, pubic area, or breasts.  

 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you or flashes you, attempts to expose you, such as by 
lifting your skirt or dress, you can report that person. 
 
Penalty: Indecent or obscene exposure is a gross misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to 364 days in jail. 
 
Open or Gross Lewdness 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 201.210 
In Nevada, the law against open and gross lewdness prohibits any sexual contact in public. The statute 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƭŜǿŘƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ in other states, it usually means any public sex 
act.  
 
You likely can use this law to report a street harasser for masturbating in a public place. 
 
Penalty: Open and gross lewdness is a category D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or 
between 1 and 4 years in prison. 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec604
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec220
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec210
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Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away ς you do not have to wait for that 
person to commit a crime. 

Stalking 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 200.575 
{ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άwillfully or maliciously [engaging] in a course of conduct that would 
cause a reasonable person to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated, harassed or fearful for the 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ  
 

! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άa pattern of conduct which consists of a series of acts over time 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ 

 
If the same person repeatedly follows you, communicates with you without your consent, threatens 
you, or otherwise harasses you, you can report him/her.  
 
If you believe someone has committed either the crime of stalking or harassment against you, you have 
the right to ask the court for a restraining order to prevent further harassment.  
 
Penalty: Stalking is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to 6 months in jail. 
 
 

Groping  

Open or Gross Lewdness 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 201.210 
In Nevada, the law against open and gross lewdness prohibits any sexual contact in public.  
 
If a street harasser touches you in a sexual or inappropriate way, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Open and gross lewdness is a Category D felony, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or 
between 1 and 4 years in prison. 
 
Lewdness with Child Under 14 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 201.230 
It is illegal in Nevada for anyone to commit any lewd or lascivious act upon a child under the age of 14.  
 
If you (or a young person you care for) are 13 years old or younger and a street harasser touches you in 
a sexual or inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Lewdness with a child under 14 is a category A felony, punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 
and/or between 10 years and life in prison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec575
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec591
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec210
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec230
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Hate Crimes 

Nev. Rev. Stat. § 207.185 
If an act of street harassment that qualifies as: 
 

¶ A breach of the peace 

¶ Assembling to disturb the peace 

¶ Provoking a breach of the peace 

¶ An offense on a public conveyance 

¶ Harassment 

¶ Stalking  
 
ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ άactual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, physical or 
mental disability or ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊΦ 
 
Take note of any racial, religious, or homophobic slurs or other forms of hate that a street harasser uses, 
as you can report that information to the police as well as the crime committed. 
 
Penalty: A gross misdemeanor in Nevada is punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 364 days in 
jail. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, in 
Carson City, it is (775) 887-2013 and in Las Vegas, it is 311, within the city limits. In Reno, it is (775) 
334-2121. Be prepared to provide them with: 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment requiring a 

threat, Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 200.571. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
report an incident of street harassment, just tell the police what happened and s/he or 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms by which you can submit the same 
information listed in #2. For example, Reno allows you to file a report online, for crimes such as 
harassment or disturbing the peace. 
 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In Las Vegas, you can do this by calling Crime Stoppers Tip Line (702) 385-5555 or by 

http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-207.html#NRS207Sec185
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-200.html
http://applications.reno.gov/coplogic/start-report.html
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texting ά/wLa9b±έ Ҍ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛǇ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ /wLa9{ όнтпсотύΦ  
o The entire state of Nevada allows you to submit your tip via webform. 

 
LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=194


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 172 
 

New Hampshire 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in New Hampshire, including verbal harassment, up-
skirt photos, indecent exposure, following, and groping. Here are the laws and reporting procedures you 
need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

In New Hampshire, there are three laws that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
§644:2 
bŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻƘƛōits a wide range of offensive acts. Those that are 
relevant to street harassment include: 
 

¶ Knowingly or purposely creating a hazardous condition in a public place by any action that 
serves no legitimate purpose. 

¶ Engaging in fighting or in violent, tumultuous or threatening behavior in a public place. 
όά¢ǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ƴƻƛǎȅ ƻǊ ǳǇǊƻŀǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ bŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƭŀǿ 
may protect you from a street harasser yelling at you or otherwise causing a scene.) 

¶ Directing obscene, derisive, or offensive words at another person in a public place. This is a 
άfighting wordsέ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ 

¶ Obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic on any public street or sidewalk or the entrance to 
any public building.  

¶ Purposely causing or recklessly creating the risk of a breach of the peace, public inconvenience, 
annoyance or alarm by:  

o Making loud or unreasonable noises which would disturb a person of average 
sensibilities. 

o Disrupting the orderly conduct of business in any public or governmental facility. 
o Disrupting any lawful assembly or meeting of persons without lawful authority.  

 
If a street harasser is yelling at you, using obscene, derisive, or offensive words, threatening you, or 
blocking your path on a sidewalk or in front of a public building to either get your attention or prevent 
you from entering/leaving a space, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a violation, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000, unless the offense 
continues after a request by any person to desist. You have the right to ask a street harasser to stop his 
or her offensive behavior, and if s/he does not do so, disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of up to $1,200. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/644/644-2.htm
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Harassment 
§644:4  
bŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ general harassment law prohibits various forms of harassing communications. Those 
relevant to street harassment include: 

¶ Repeatedly communicating with you at extremely inconvenient hours. (This likely applies to 
telephone calls, but could potentially include inappropriate in-person communications at night.) 
 

¶ Repeatedly using offensively coarse language with the intent to annoy or alarm you. 
 

¶ LƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎΣ ǘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ άƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ άfighting wordsέ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ς click through for more information on fighting 
words and street harassment.  
 

¶ Continuing to communicate with you with the intent to annoy or alarm you, for no lawful or 
constitutionally protected purpose, after you have asked the person to stop. 

 
You have the right in New Hampshire to tell a street harasser that you do not want him/her to 
communicate with you. If a street harasser uses offensive language toward you, taunts, challenges, or 
insults you, or continues to speak to you after you have asked him or her not to, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Harassment in New Hampshire is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,200. 
 
Prostitution 
§645:2 
Offering to pay for sexual contact is illegal in New Hampshire. If a street harasser solicits sexual activity 
from you, you can report him/her. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ȅŜƭƭΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘΚΗέ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ 
for sex, even in jest, are soliciting prostitution.  
 
{ǘƻǇ {ǘǊŜŜǘ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
street harasser to make assumptions about your sexual availability and make you feel uncomfortable. 
 
Penalty: Prostitution is a misdemeanor in New Hampshire, punishable by a fine of up to $1,200. 
 
 

Unlawful Filming & Photography  

Violation of Privacy 
§644:9 
It is illegal in New Hampshire for anyone to observe, photograph, or record the private parts of a non-
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ body either underneath clothing, or in a private place where one should reasonably 
expect privacy. 
 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άthe genitalia, buttocks, or female 
breasǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴϥǎ ōƻŘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴϥǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/644/644-4.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/645/645-2.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/644/644-9.htm
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If a harasser films or photographs you someplace like public restrooms, dressing rooms, locker rooms, 
and hotel rooms, and/or if a street harasser takes an up-skirt or down-blouse photo of you, or otherwise 
observes or photographs you in an inappropriate way, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Violation of privacy (in the manner described here) is a class A misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to1 year in jail. 
 
 

Indecent Expo sure 

Indecent Exposure and Lewdness 
§645:1 
In New Hampshire, it is illegal for anyone to expose his or her genitals, engage in fornication (usually 
defined as sex between two people ƴƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊύΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ άany other act of gross 
ƭŜǿŘƴŜǎǎΣέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŦŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ς i.e., in a public place.  
 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƭŜǿŘƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ƴŀǎǘurbating or 
committing some other sex act in public. 

 
If a street harasser exposes him or herself to you, is masturbating in public, or does some other 
inappropriate and overtly sexual act, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Indecent exposure and lewdness is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000. If the 
harasser commits an act of sexual contact (including masturbation) in the presence of a child under 16 
years of age, indecent exposure and lewdness is a class B felony, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 
and/or up to 7 years in prison. 
 
 

Following  

If you think someone is following you, you can call 911 right away, the first time it happens. You do not 
have to wait for that person to commit a crime. 
 
Stalking 
§633:3 
New Hampshire law defines stalking as purposefully or recklessly engaging in a course of conduct, 
targeted at a specific individual, that either the harasser knows will cause the person to fear for his/her 
personal safety (or that of an immediate family member) or that is likely to cause a person to fear for 
his/her personal safety and actually does cause that fear.  
 
! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά2 or more acts over a period of time, however short, which evidences a 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣέ ŀnd may include: 

 

¶ Threatening you 

¶ Following you 

¶ Approaching you 

¶ Confronting you 

¶ Appearing near your home, school, or 
job 

¶ Communicating with you without your 
consent 

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/645/645-1.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/633/633-3-a.htm
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If a street harasser commits two or more acts that make you feel scared or intimidated ς such as 
verbally harassing you and/or following you ς his/her actions may constitute stalking and you can report 
him or her to the police.  
 
This law provides that you have the right to a protective order against the harasser to prevent further 
stalking, and also gives a law enforcement office the right to make an arrest without a warrant if there is 
probable cause to believe someone has committed stalking. 
 
Penalty: Stalking is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to 1 year in 
jail. 
 
 

Groping  

Sexual Assault 
§632-A:4 
It is illegal to subject a non-ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ άthrough concealment or by the 
element ƻŦ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ an adequate ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άŦƭŜŜ ƻǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘΦέ  
 

Sexual contact means άǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ 
otherwise, of the victim's or actor's sexual or intimate parts, including emissions, tongue, anus, 
ōǊŜŀǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǘǘƻŎƪǎΦέ  

 
If a street harasser grabs your crotch, butt, or breasts, kisses or licks you inappropriately, rubs against 
you, or ejaculates on you, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Sexual assault is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000 and/or up to1 
year in jail. 
 
 

Reporting Crimes to the Police  

¶ Call 911 for help if: 

o The crime is in progress 
o You or someone else is physically hurt or have been threatened with physical violence 
o You can provide information about who may have committed a crime.  

 

¶ /ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ƴƻƴ-emergency number to submit a report afterward. For example, 
in Concord, it is (603) 225-услл ōǳǘ ƛƴ bŀǎƘǳŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ (603) 594-3500. In Portsmouth, it is (603) 
427-1500. Be prepared to provide them with: 
 

o When it happened (date and time).  
o Where it happened (street location, store location, bus line or bus stop, park name, etc). 
o Who is reporting (your name and contact information).  
o A description of what happened.  
o The name and contact information of witnesses, if you spoke to any. 
o It can be helpful to include the law the crime falls under, such as harassment, N.H. Rev. 

Stat. Ann. § 644:4Φ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǿ you should use to report an incident of 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/632-A/632-A-4.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/lxii/644/644-4.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/lxii/644/644-4.htm


   

 Stop Street Harassment   Know Your Rights| 176 
 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎκƘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 
office can determine the appropriate charges. 

o A description of the harasser/s.  
 

¶ Many police departments also have online reporting forms, visit your local police department 
website for more information 
 

¶ Some police departments also allow you to anonymously send a tip about a non-emergency 
incident, for example if you see a group of people routinely harassing passersby at the same 
location. Visit your local police department website for information.  

o In the Seacost area, which encompasses more than 13 communities, including 
Portsmouth, you can submit a tip by calling (603) 431-1199 or (207) 439-1199. You can 
also submit via webform.  

o For the state of New Hampshire, you can do this by calling either (603) 223-3860 or 
(800) NAB-DOPE, or emailing isb@dos.nh.gov  
 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
you will receive a call with a police report case number and may have to answer follow-up 
questions. Save a copy of the police report for your records. 
 

If someone tries to tell you tƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ άƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣέ ƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 
always have the right to be free from sexual harassment and assault in public. 

 
 
 

https://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx?AgencyID=130
mailto:isb@dos.nh.gov
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New Jersey 

A variety of forms of street harassment are illegal in New Jersey, including verbal harassment, up-skirt 
photos, indecent exposure, following, groping, and hate crimes. Here are the laws and reporting 
procedures you need to know. 
 
 

Verbal Harassment  

There are three laws that that prohibit some form of verbal street harassment in New Jersey.  
 
Disorderly Conduct 
Title 2C, Chap. 33 §2 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ άƻŦŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘies of 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŜǊέ ōȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ άǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻŀǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
person in a public place.  
 
bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ: 
 

¶ Fighting 

¶ Making threats 

¶ Engaging in violent or tumultuous 
(noisy or uproarious) behavior 

¶ Creating a hazardous or physically 
dangerous condition in a public place 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ άŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
inconvenience, annoyance or alarmέ  

 
If a street harasser is yelling at you, threatening you, using offensive or abusive language, or otherwise 
making a scene, you can report him/her.  
 
Penalty: Disorderly conduct is a petty disorderly persons offense in New Jersey, punishable by a fine of 
up to $500 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Harassment 
Title 2C, Chap. 33 §4 
bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ general harassment prohibits:  
 

¶ Communicating with another person using offensively coarse language.  

¶ Subjecting someone to offensive physical contact, striking or kicking, or threatens to do so. 

¶ Engaging in another course of conduct meant to alarm or seriously annoy the person.  
 
If a street harasser uses sexually explicit language, follows you, threatens you, touches you in an 
offensive way, blocks your path or tries to keep you from leaving a space, you can report him/her. 
 
Penalty: Harassment is a petty disorderly persons offense in New Jersey, punishable by a fine of up to 
$500 and/or up to 30 days in jail. 
 
Maintaining a Nuisance 
Title 2C, Chap. 33 §12 
bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ facilitate unlawful activity or άendanger the safety and 
health of a considerŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦέ  


